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ALL-AMERICA GLADIOLUS: 


Royal Stewart, Appleblossom 


ABOVE: THE NEW ALL-AMERICA PETUNIA FIRE DANCE 
BELOW: NEW VEGETABLE, ALL-AMERICA CARROT GOLD PAK 
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PICAL BEAUTIES 


ALL YOURS in:teirondnev 1956 
PARK’S FLOWER BOOK 


Park’s Flower Book for 1956 is even lovelier than be 
fore. It contains 47 vibrant natural color photographs 
and describes 3000 varieties of seeds . . . many new 
and rare as well as many older, standard varieties. A 
complete selection of perennial and annual flower 
seeds for your garden, and choice seeds fcr your 
greenhouse or window garden. Write for your FREE 
copy TODAY! Order direct from this page to take 
advantage of Special Bargain prices to introduce the 
new PARK FLOWER BOOK FOR ‘56. 


1956-ALL AMERICA 
WINNERS 


1618--FIRE DANCE PETUNIA, Dis- 
tinect-Brilliance and contrast beyond 
compare. Frilled 3” flowers of rich 
scarlet-red with bold flashlight throat 
of gold are borne in profusion on vig 
orous F, Hybrid Grandifiora plaats 
Your garden will be alive with Fire 
» Fashion Flower for 1956 
: ; 3 ; 35¢; 100 seods 
A Glorious Rare Everblooming Evergreen : 50¢: 200 seeds $I. 
#622A—CROSSANDRA Undulcefolia 15784 PaLerace. Petunia F; Hy- 
1 ft. hhp. Constantly produces large, bright salmon flowers as shown in brid Multifiora. Pur , 
the illustration. These are beautifully accentuated by the Gardenia-like Pree gaye “ 
leaves which ore large and waxy in texture. Most easily started in early  cized. It shares the spotlight this yea 
spring, it flowers in 6 to 9 months. It demands high temperature. (70) 30 seeds 25¢: 100 seeds 50¢; 250 ceeds 
end oe well-drained soil. 15 seeds $1.00; 50 seeds $3.00; PLANTS: $1.00; 500 seeds $2.00 
4" pot size, $1.50 ea.; 3 for $3.50 postpaid. . : 
oH i Td . $ at 1955 All America Winners 


are again in Highest Fashion 


508—TOREADOR. Celosia Semi-dwarf 
Cristata Lustrous bright red with 
scarlet highlights. 20” high, ideal for 
bedding, cutting or dried arrange 
ments. Easily grown, Pkt. 25¢ 

1585—-PRIMA DONNA Petunia. F; 
Hybrid Fringed Grandifiora. Bright 
rose-pink 3 fringed blooms on 12” 
plants of perfect habit. 30 seeds 25¢; 50 
serge 35¢; 100 seeds 50¢; 200 seeds 


169--McK ANA GIANT Hybrid Aquil- 

egia. The first perennial winner in 18 

years. Beautiful, large flowered, long 

spurred strain, richer colors, stronger 

growing than other strains. Pkt. 25¢; 
Pkt. 65¢; 11 Pkt. $2.00 


ALL AMERICA 
one 456. Pet. cath Cf te 8 verictin «& Irish Green Bellflower. 2 ft. ha. Excellert for cutting, 
described above. Value $ 0 it can be dried for winter arrangements. Easy to grow, 
$1.25 for only...... . plant where you want it. Pkt. 25¢; 1/16 oz. $1.00 


SEND FOR 
YOUR 


FREE 
FLOWER 


ACHIMENE “Magic Violet’. Here is a rare everblooming 

relative of the African Violet and the Gloxinia with a wider range DI RECT ON 
of colors and more prolific bloom than either. A choice window plant 

all year, fine summer shady bedder. The bulbs are very tiny, but cou PON! 
very productive. We're sure you'll love it. Mixed colors 3 bulbs 

50¢; 10 for $1.50. Collection of 10 varieties separately labelled, ~ 4 


regular value $3.35 for only $3.00 
is 8. © & © FF Ff Ff fF SF OU. hUD.LhUG.LUDG.LUD.LUDG.LU.LUG.LU.L UG UL UL UL UL UG UG UG UG USEC 


GEO. W. PARK SEED COO Sexx=: 


Send Postpaid the following: 

© 10 Achimene Bulbs Mixed $1.50 (|) 15 Seeds Crossandra $1.00 C] I Pkt. Bells of Ireland 25¢ ‘ 

CO Collection of 10 separately ] | Plant Crossandra $1.50; 1] 25 seeds Sweet Pea Little Never before a Sweet Pea so. versatile 
labelled Achimenes. $3.00 C) 3 plants $3.50 Sweethearts Mixed. $1.00 Wonderful for beds, borders or use as pot plants 


pdb se: recheswe es ect 1961—Little Sweethearts Mixed 


Enclosed i Trim mounds 8” high and 8” wide covered with large ruffled 
Spencer-flower in sparkling colors ranging from white to scarlet 
lavender to maroon. 14 years in creation. 
1980—Mid Blue, 1981—Red-Maroon, 1982—Bright rose, 1983—Pink 
Zo and white, 1984—Deep cream, 1985—Navy Blue, 1961—Mixed 
£7 Send Park’s Flower Book fer 36 FREE Price any above. 12 seeds 50¢; 25s. $1.00; 100s. $3.00 
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ES, IT’S yvouRS—absolutely free!— 
the newest Jackson & Perkins 
Catalog . . . the most helpful guide 
any gardener ever had for salecting, 
planting and growing the world’s fin- 
est, hardiest, most colorful roses! 
And what a selection of roses this 
Catalog offers you! Brand-new roses! 
—like Spartan, the amazing Wonder 
Floribunda; Amy Vanderbilt, with a 
color unlike anything you’ve ever seen 
before in roses; Gladiator, a hardy 
Climber that produces 5” blooms—and 
many more new roses, all in full color! 
You'll also see all the established 
J&P favorites—Fashion, the only Rose 
ever to win 6 International Awards; 


50 PAGES 
IN 
GLOWING 
NATURAL 
COLOR 


New Yorker, the best red rose of all 
time; Blaze, a new improved strain 
of America’s most popular Climber— 
and dozens more! You'll see the amaz- 
ing J&P Tree Roses that bloom at eye 
level. You'll see the exquisite little 
Miniature Roses—and the new tall- 
growing King-Size Floribundas! 

ALL J&P PLANTS GUARANTEED TO LIVE & BLOOM 
In addition, there are scores of hardy 
J&P Perennials — helpful gardening 
hints—money-saving offers! Yes, here’s 
a Catalog that no gardener should 
miss — a Catalog that can help you 
have the most beautiful garden in 
your neighborhood—and it’s yours, 
FREE. So mail the coupon NOW. 


FREE CATALOG! 


Floribunda Rose 


Name.... 


World's Largest Rose Grewers 


Newark, NEW YORK 


IP. ccosccccccccccccesecs Zone... 
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Hardiest Mail Coupon Now! 


SE 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
657 Rose 
Newark, NEW YORK 


Please send mo, FREE, a 
copy of your new Spri 
1956 Catalog of Roses 
Perennials . 
full color hundreds of the world’s finest roses 
and perennials. 


Lone 


. . describing and illustrating in 
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WATER LILY 
CATALOG 


Colorful 


truly a manual of 
the water garden 


Every home needs a water gar- 
den. In this beautiful 24 page 
magazine size catalog you'll 
find complete instructions for 
making your own pool. 


ALSO INCLUDES: 


© Beautiful full color illustrations 
of water lilies. 


@ Descriptions of many varieties 
of water lilies. 


@ Full color illustrations and in- 
formation on gold fish. 


@ Explanations and descriptions 
of shallow water, oxygenating 
and bog plants. 


@ Complete, yet simple instruc- 
tions for pool care. 


You will find this 1956 catalog 
extremely interesting und enjoy- 
able reading. Tricker is America’s 
oldest and largest water garden 
specialists and descriptions and 
explanations are accurate to the 
smallest detail. 


SEND NOW FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY TO: 


Office nearest you 
(15 cents in Canada) 


Wm. TRICKER, Inc. 


6115 Brookside Avenue 
Saddle River, New Jersey 
or 
6123 Rainbow Terrace, 
Independence, Ohio 


NEXT MONTH: HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO ROSES 


Flower Grower 


the HOME GARDEN magazine 


January 1956 CONTENTS Vol. 43, No. 1 
Cover—All-America Selections (Gladiolus photographs by Heitzman) 
DISCOVERIES IN GARDENING 
DISCOVER THE FOUR GARDEN SEASONS—John C. Wister describes the fun of 
year-round gardening 
DISCOVER 145 NEW PLANTS FOR YOUR 1956 GARDEN—AIl the new plants with 
how-to hints for growing them 
DISCOVER DAHLIAS FOR *56—Flower Grower's National Dahlia Honor Roll 
DISCOVER THE THRILL OF BEING A PLANT COLLECTOR—Unusual plants one 
home gardener has collected 
DISCOVER THE NEW ROSES FOR 1956—This year’s introductions described 
DISCOVER THE BEST OF THE PAST DECADE—-Eiglit experts evaluate the older 
plant varieties 
TRACTORS ARE WORTH DISCOVERING—The true story of garden tractors, from 
a Flower Grower survey of people who own aad use them 
DISCOVER THE F,’Ss!—Howard Bodger, seedsman, describes new horizons 
in plant breeding 
FOR ALL GARDENERS 


GARDEN WORKBENCH—Designs for building a Williamsburg bench 
ALL-AMERICA GLADIOLUS SELECTIONS 
THE STORY OF ALL-AMERICA SELECTIONS 
GARDEN SYMPOSIUM AT COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG—The spring program .... 
THE SWISS ALPS, A WILD-FLOWER WONDERLAND—Alpines described and 
photographed by Jeannette Grossman 
GUIDE TO FOREIGN GARDEN TOURS—-An easier way to visit gardens abroad 
“GET FULL VALUE FROM YOUR VIEW’—Part III from a new book by 
Thomas D. Church 
GARDENER INDOORS 
DISCOVER THESE NEWER HOUSE PLANTS—The best plants to grow indoors 
A TERRARIUM CAN BE FUN—A picture story by Walter Singer 
JAPANESE ARRANGEMENTS—How they are adapted to an Italian villa 
WINTER HOUSECLEANING IN THE GREENHOUSE—Reminders by Marion Dulles 
YOU CAN MAKE THESE NOW—Dried arrangements for winter color indoors 
DEPARTMENTS 
READERS’ OWN CORNER 
READER IDEAS 
BOOKS FOR GARDENERS 
PLANT FOR PERMANENCE ... 
NORTHERN POINTERS 
SOUTHERN RAMBLINGS .. 
MIDWEST POINTERS 
WEST COAST POINTERS 
MODERN GARDENER 
WEATHERVANE 
TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT 
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- Yours-Any Wo of these 


Superb Garden Books 
for less than the price of ONE! 


when you join the American Garden Guild Book Club and agree to buy as few as 4 selections in the next 24 months. 





CHOOSE ANY 2 FOR ONLY $2. 89 


ANYONE CAN GROW ROSES—Cynthia West- 
eott, the Plant Doctor. New revised and en- 
larged naitien, Valuable handbook on the 
selection, planting and care of 200 varieties. 
“Authoritative and up-to-date!’'—Popular Gar- 
@ening. Pub. ed. $2.75 


AUDUBON GUIDES. The most complete guide 
to land and water birds of Eastern and Central 
KXorth America yo books—Audubon Bird 
Guide and Audubon Water Bird Guide—in one 
732-page volume! 1,000 illustrations of 533 
species by Don Eckleberry, 885 in color! Pub. 
edition $5.95 

rs COMPLETE ees. OF ANNUALS— 


F. Rockwell & Esth rayson. How to use 
p BB to best effect, 


eAnpen —— Tih ar 
ind Carol Gran 73/¢ 

Aa complete up- AS ~* guide = Soodians land 

scaping design—from a small city plot to a 

large country acre! Packed with step-by-step 

procedures, ‘‘show-how’’ helpful plans 

and sketches. Pub. ed. 


PRACTICAL GARDENING—Olive Mason Gun- 
nison. Brand-new! A complete primer for the 
beginner in all phases of home gardening, with 
data on new methods, new materi new 
varieties of plants and flowers. 384 pages. 
Iilustrated. Pub. ed. $4.50 

TAYLOR'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GARDEN- 
iNG—Ed by Norman Tay assisted 63 


photos, 
$5.75 





n 
and by themselves, for continuous flowers from 
spring to frost. Cultural information on 500 
species and varieties. 320 pages, 93 photos, 
29 color. Pub. 95 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF BULBS—F. F. 
Rockwell & Esther Grayson. ost compre- 
hensive book on bulbs ever published! Uses, 
cultivation and propagation of over 100 species. 
118 photos, 31 in color. Pub. ed. $5.95 
Te gometert. 809K OF GARDEN MA- 
Gic— New revised ae All 
about , 2B, , 2 and care of lawns, 
shrubs, trees, flowers, fruits, copetanien, etc, 
1,000 illustrations, 18 in color! 512 pages. 
Publisher's edition $3.95 


JANUARY 1956 


New edition of the most complete 
arden reference book—now revised and en- 
with over a thousand new entries. 4 
pages, 12.381 entries, 637 pictures. Pub.$5.00 
A TREASURY OF AMERICAN GARDEN- 
ters. Big 7 1/8"’ 


vy » pic- 
torial delights for all gardeners! Photos by 
Samuel Gottscho, articles by Lemmon, 
Montague Free, Rockwell, ete. 173 pic- 
tures. 67 in color! Pub, ed. $7.50 

WILD FLOWERS FOR YOUR GARDEN— 
Helen S. Hull. How to establish and maintain 
a garden of wild flowers with no cultivation, 
spraying or fertilizing! Propagation and _ cul- 
ture of 50 most popular types. Illus. vub. $4.95 


IMAGINE! UP TO $13.45 VALUE 
IN PUBLISHERS’ EDITIONS 


FOR ONLY | 89 


y® choose ANY TWO of the beautiful 

and useful illustrated books on this 
page—all by outstanding authorities—for 
less than the price of one! With this big 
money-saving offer is included FREE 
membership in the famous American Gar- 
den Guild Book Club—the Club that 
brings you the garden books you need—at 
special low members’ prices! 

Selections by Famous Garden Editors! 
The . -¥ Bw ms the best pee ts Baga 
editorial panel of famous experts including Mon. 
tague Free, former Horticulturist for the Brook- 
lyn_ Botanical Garden, and Fred F. Rockwell, 
well-known gardening authority. 

Club selections are beautifully printed and 
bound, profusely illustrated, often with full-color 
photos and paintings by famous horticultural 
artists. Yet they come to you at an average 
saving of 20% from the price of publishers’ edi- 
tions. Selections are of permanent value and 
cover the entire range of gardeners’ interests— 
flowers, fruits, trees, vegetables, shrubs, house 

ts, birds, wild flowers, landscaping, garden 
= building and care. But you ag only 
beoks you want. 

pg ed in the Club requires no dues of 
iy Wek. Yen Go ast aren have to tate o beck 
every month. As few as 4 books in 24 months— 
yes, only 4 books during the first two years as a 
member—are all you agree to purchase! 


FREE BONUS BOOKS! 
With every fourth book you select, the Club 
sends you—absolutely FREE—a brand-new, full- 
size garden book of special value and 
Usually worth $3.00 each or more, 
Bonus Bocks represent big extra savings for you. 

SEND NO MONEY—MAIL COUPON 

We will send you ANY TWO books you choose 
from this page—value up to $13.45 in poe Be coe 
pe ~ weed you will be billed only $2.89 (we 
pay postage). Thereafter, you will receive regu- 
larly the Club's illustrated Garden Bulletin, 
which describes the forthcoming book selections. 
Take only the books you want—when you want 
them! Mail the coupon now. American Garden 
Guide Book Club, Garden City, N.Y. 





MAIL THIS COUPON 


AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD BOOK CLUB, 
Dept. 1-FG, Garden City, New York 
Please enroll me as a member. Send me at once, postpaid, the two books 
checked below—and bill me ONLY $2.89 FOR BOTH 
() Anyone Can Grow Roses () Garden Design Mlustrated 
Audubon Guides Practical Gardening 
Complete Book of Annuals Taylor's Zacyelopedia of Gardening 
Complete Book of Bulbs C) AT of American Gardening 
Complete Book of Garden Magic “| Wild Flowers for Your Garden 
Also send me my first issue of the Garden Bulletin, telling me about 
the new forthcomt ne Club selections. I may notify you in advance if IT 
do not wish the following month's selection. The purchase of books is 
entirely voluntary on my part. I am not obligated to accept more than 
4 books in 24 months of membership. I pay nothing except the price of 
each selection I accept (club pays postage)—and. with every fourth selec- 
tion, am to receive FREE your current Bonus Book. 
NO-RISK GUARANTEE: If not delighted, return both 
books in 7 days and membership will be cancelled. 


Mr. 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Address 
City & 
Zone 


Selection price slightly higher in Canada. Address American Garden Guild 
(Canada), 105 Bond St., Toronto 2, Ont. Offer good only in U.S. and Canada 
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FREE CATALOG 
NOW READY 


Generous special discounts allowed for early orders 


Send today for your copy of our new free colored catalog listing one of 
America’s finest collections of Hardy Perennials, Rock Plants, Iris, Chrys- 
anthemums, Oriental Poppies, Daylilies, Primroses, English Asters, 
Flowering Shrubs, Hardy Vines. It pronounces all names! 


OUTSTANDING GARDEN NOVELTIES 


Listed below are but a few of the unusual hardy perennial novelties 
offered in this interesting catalog. 


PINK 


EVENING PRIMROSE 


(Oenothera mexicana rosea) 


Imagine an Evening Primrose forming a compact 
bushy 12” plant completely covered with lovely 
large rose pink flowers all summer! An extra fine 
novelty for the sunny border. 3 for $2.25 ppd. 





HARDY 


FUCHSIA 


(Fuchsia magellanica) 


A truly hardy outdoor Fuchsia, even in Northern 
gardens. Pendant flowers of bright ruby red on 
gracefully arching branches. A beautifu! plant which 
will thrive in a shady spot. 3 for $2.00 ppd. 








BLUE 


SPIRAEA 
(Caryopteris Blue Mist) 


Clouds of fragrant powder blue flowers on a com- 
pact well rounded 3° bush. Blooms during August 
and September when blue flowers are so scarce. 
Suitable for either shrub or perennial border. 

3 for $3.50 ppd. 








NEW 


COLUMBINE 
(McKana Hybrids) 


Bronze Medal All-America Selections 1955. One of 
few perennials to ever attain this honor. An out- 
standing new strain with larger flowers and extra 
long spurs. Wide range of rich beautiful colors. 

3 for $2.00 ppd. 








XMAS 


ROSE 
(Helleborus niger 
altifolius) 


Glorious wax-like white flowers nestled among 
glossy palm-shaped leaves. Perfectly hardy peren- 
nial thet will actually bloom through the snow 
during late winter months. Loves shade. 

3 for $2.50 ppd. 








PINK 


LILY OF THE VALLEY 


(Convallaria majalis rosea) 





Identical in every respect to the well known white 
form except in color which is a lovely soft pink. 
Deliciously fragrant. Will be happy in that difficult 
shady spot in your garden. 3 for $2.75 ppd. 








SPECIAL OFFER: One each of all 6 Above Novelties $5.00; 


3 each $13.75 ppd. 








LAMB NURSERIES 


£. 101 SHARP 
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BOX F-16 


SPOKANE 2, WASHINGTON 





Readers’ 
Qwn Corner 


Terraced Garden 


Dear Editor: . 

Ever since the Williamsburg Symposium 
last spring, I've taken quite a proprietary 
interest in FLOWER GROWER and read your 
articles more avidly than usual. 

We came home to the big freeze from 
which our garden is just now recovering. 
Our living terrace is only about ten years 
old and completely private, with a planting 
of hemlock. We eat and live there all 
summer. The lower terrace is just about 
five years old. 

This gardening hobby is a comparatively 
young one for us. We took it up after 
our children went off to school, but we 
are dyed-in-the-wool gardeners now and 
really love it—Mrs. R. K. CourtTNey, 
Lenoir, North Carolina. 


Geranium Hunt 


Dear Editor: 

I am very much interested in geraniums, 
books about geraniums, and old seed cat- 
alogs that list geraniums. In fact, I am 
collecting unusual stories about them. I 
would be glad to exchange either some 
LaDY WASHINGTON or SCENTED LEAF ger- 
anium seeds for unusual stories or catalogs. 
—Tuos. L. HosMer, R.F.D. 4, Box 370, 
Escondido, California. 





Seeds for Asia Project 


@ This year the Camp Fire Girls are 
collecting vegetable seeds to send to 
Burma, Ceylon, Pakistan and the 
Philippine Islands for distribution to 
home gardeners, farmers, families 
and institutions. The project, “Plant 
Seeds . . . Reap Friendship,” is in 
co-operation with the Asia Founda- 
tion’s “Seeds for Democracy” pro- 
gram. Sixteen kinds of seeds which 
grow well in these countries have 
been selected: cabbage, Chinese cab- 
bage, onion, mustard, eggplant, 
squash, pole beans, corn, pepper, 
okra, peas, bush beans, soybeans, 
lettuce, tomato, watermelon. 











FLOWER GROWER 
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<7 <at' YEARS OF 
Ll PLEASURE 
SY " Profit If You Wish 


Doctors say you'll live longer with a relaxing 
hobby. Here’s a year-round family project, 
something to show friends! Extra income if 
you wish. 


There’s a WALDOR For Youvi 


You can own one of these smart, modern 
WALDOR beauties for less than you pay for 
some TV sets WALDOR prefabricated 
Greenhouses re made of Aluminum. Can't 
rust, can’t rot, zever need painting. All styles 
and sizes. Come in easy-to-assemble sections. 
You or your handy man can erect any size 
you like . attached to a building or 
a WALDORS cost very little to heat. 
utomatic heat and ventilation available.) 
Small or large commercial models, too. 


It’s Easy with a WALDOR 


Yes, even a gardening novice can grow 
lovely plants and flowers out of season in a 
WALDOR. Thousands are in use all over 
the world. And there’s a 10 year Guarante~! 
Send for New WALDOR Catalog TODY 


im 
~ 
"4 ee ae 
? i**.. : t 


The JUNIOR: Newest of the famous WALDOR Home 
Greenhouses. Shown above 8’ x 12’ at $424. Also 8’ x 6’ to 
fit against house or garage for only $239. 


Building A Home? 


Have a lovely WALDOR Alumi- ventilating for as little as $6 
gum Greenhouse complete with monthly on your pet Add 
benches, automatic heating and value to your property 


NE W full-color 32 page book! 


Why not get all the facts today, and our 
low, low prices? A quarter with the 
coupon below brings you our beautiful 
NEW 32 page, full-color catalog, “How 
To Choose A Waldor Aluminum Green- 
house” Includes answers to all your 
Greenhouse questions. Live longer with 
this Hobby' 


WALDOR Aluminum Greenhouses 
Dept. 1401, Salem, Mass. 


Enclosed is 25c. Please send me your New 32 page 

Send 25¢ 4-color “How To Choose A WALDOR Aluminum 
coim or stamps Prefabricated Greenhouse,” plus accessories informa- 
TODAY! tion. I’m interested in [1] Home style [) Commercial 
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%; A Complete Backyard 
; Orchard and Rose Garden 


* OF MOUTH-WATERING — - 
make the job a little easier. 


FRUITS and BERRIES . 
POSTPAID I have made a cushion out of auto- 


relate Mme] a@) 71 Oleh. 
FLOWERS 
That's right. Yeu end your family can enjey the heater hose which is mag — the 
wonderful thrill of @ garden full of beautiful roses, | {Ot rest on the spade. The hose is 


five different apple trees and a patch of the very newest split and merely slipped over the edge. 


seapherries. All fer the unheord of low price of just $13.85. | it can be bolted through the spade but 
it isn’t necessary; it stays in place very 


LUSCIOUS FRUIT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD we 


Have you ever tasted the delicious juicy flavor of tree picked apples? You don't 
have to be satisfied with shop-worn, dusty store apples. Imagine picking your 
own favorite apple, luscious ripe, from your own tree! And fresh raspberries? 
You will experience a real taste thrill when you eat this freshly picked fruit. 


GORGEOUS ROSES IN THE GARDEN 


To the beginner gardener or “old hand" alike, roses take a foremost place in 
any garden. Just imagine the glorious blooms you will have all summer from 
the Everblooming Hybrid Tea Roses, the Everblooming Floribunda Roses and the 
Pink Everblooming Floribunda Roses so suitable for a hedge if you wish. We 
cannot allow choice of color but assure a satisfactory assortment. They are 
gvaranteed to grow and bloom this year. 


Reader Ideas 


SPADE FOOT CUSHION 
from B. D. Stewart 


Who likes to spade up the garden in 
the spring? Not I, anyway. But I have 
added something to my spade that helps 





Collection includes the following, but units may be ordered separately. 
SALZER’S SPECIAL APPLE ORCHARD ASSORTMENT 
An Apple Orchard of 5 Wonderful Trees 


1 Delcon dwarf apple — grows a wonderful, full size apple. Large, firm, juicy fruits 
having the flavor of both Delicious and Jonathan. Tree, 4 to 5 ft 


4 Apple trees bearing fruit of superb flavor. Red Delicious, Yellow Delicious, Red 
Mcintosh, Red Jonathan. Varieties which will give you fruit for fall and winter. 
Strong, hardy, young trees. Unit of 4 Trees, 1 each variety, 3 to 4 ft.....$2.50. ‘a 


YOUR OWN BERRY PATCH 


12 Sodus raspberry. The new, outstanding purple variety has proven a sensa- 
tion wherever grown. 12 plants 


AN EVERBLOOMING ROSE GARDEN 


4 Everblooming Hybrid Tea Roses, grade #112, assortment of different <clors. 
Unit of 4 for 


The little cushion protects the sole 
of the shoe when spading and helps 
prevent the sore arch which usually ac- 
companies the big spading job. 


4 Everblooming Floribunda Roses, grade #112, assortment of different colors. LAWN SHEAR AID 





Unit of 4 for 


4 Pink Floribunda Roses, 
plants, grade #2, for 





NOTE: Units cannot be changed or broken. One packet of the new Marigold Man-in- 
the-Moon free with every order of less than $13.85. 


All roses and fruit trees carry the Saizer guarantee of quality. 


Send for FREE, illustrated nursery and seed catalog. 


JOHN A. SALZER SEED CO. 


716 S. Seventh St., La Crosse, Wis. 
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from Arthur W. Miller 


I have always considered the old-style 
grass shears one of the best for lawn 
trimming. Probably because it is rugged, 
easy to sharpen and adjust, and you can 
never wear it out. But, it has one bad 
feature: when you open the blades too 
far they disengage and, of course; spring 
out. 

A simple remedy I have devised is to 
drill a small hole through each handle 
just below the blades and insert a short 
length of steel wire through both holes. 
One end is wrapped around the handle 
and the other is either knotted or looped 
around the other. The wire, of course, 
is just long enough to prevent the blades 
from opening too far. The wire is easily 
removed for the sharpening of the 
blades. 

Believe me, it really works. 
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A “STARTING BED” 
from Mrs. S. W. Wasko 


Gardeners without the convenience of 
a greenhouse or coldframe might profit 
from a “starting bed.” I have used one 
for over five years now with excellent 
results. 

My “starting bed” is a small area near 
the kitcnem and the outside water tap, 
so 1 can get to it easily and don’t have 
to cart ‘water any distance. It is a cir- 
cular plot 5 feet in diameter in which I 
have mixed the best soil I could get to 
a depth of 2 feet. Each spring I add a 
liberal amount of compost and fertilizer 
to keep it in good condition. 

I use my “starting bed” primarily for 
rooting cuttings and starting seeds. In 
the spring I fill ‘paper cups—with the 
bottoms perforated, of course—with 
this good soil and then plunge them 
right into the bed. I start my seeds in 
these. They are very easy to transplant 
to the rest of the garden and the plants 
are never set back. 


Another use I have found for my 
starting bed is a place to transplant 
those choice petunias, pansies, tomatoes 
and other plants from which I want to 
save seed. I find they flourish with the 
extra care I can give them. 

From my starting bed I have been 
able to give my friends many rooted 
cuttings and seedlings. Actually, I can 
start double the amount I need for my 
garden. 


STOP SAYING 


THAT “I ALWAYS SPEND TOO MUCH 
ON MY VACATION” 


In his new book, Where to Vacation on a Shoestring, 
Norman world 

Trotters 
covered 


Mexico, 
of your ii 

He telis you how \o is real vaiues =. whatever 
kind of vacation you whether it’s k 
at a beach of two weeks in the snountains “of an 
auto tour 








> THAT TRAVEL 


1S TOO EXPENSIVE 


FREIGHTERS 
are the secret of low cost travel 


Yes, for no more than you'd spend at a resort you 
-to-be-forgotten cruise 


And what 

with beds (not hunks 
lots of good food and 
you speed from port 


Depending upon how fast you want 
the world cruise can be yours for as 
$300 a month. And there are 


Passenger 

service starting from or going to New York, 
New Orleans, the Pacific Coast, Mexico, South Amer 
ica, England, France, the Mediterranean, in oe 
Indies, Australia, the South Seas, Japan, Hawaii, etc 
There’s a whole section called How to See the Worid 
at Low Cost plus pages & pages of photos and maps 

A big $1 worth, especially as it cam open the way 
to more travel than you ever thought possible. For 
your copy, simply fill out coupon. 








Reader Ideas 


e You will now have an opportu- 
nity to participate in your magazine 
in a new way. Rather than writing 
on one specific subject, send us good 
ideas from your own experience that 
will help fellow-readers make their 
gardening easier, more efficient or 
their gardens more beautiful. 

Let’s hear about gadgets you've 
made, tools you've improvised or 
unusual ways you employ imple- 
ments to speed or improve the main- 
tenance of your garden. The method 
you used to build a terrace, steps or 
other garden ornaments may be just 
what someone else is looking for. 
If you’ve found an unusual use for 
some plant or have achieved a color- 
ful combination in your outdoor or 
window-garden, let’s hear about it, 
too. 

For each idea that is published, 
you will receive $5.00 plus a copy 
of the outstanding new book, “A 
Treasury of American Gardening,” 
and an additional $5.00 for 9 draw- 
ing or photograph submitted and 
published to illustrate your idea. 
(Sorry, but no ideas can be returned.) 


Send Ideas To: 
Reader Ideas, Flower Grower, 2049 
Grand Central Terminal, New York 
17, N. Y. 








There’ s so much new — in weeding, 
insecticides, plants, seeds,” etc.— 
that gardening is a lot easier today 
and less expensive, while you get 
faster blooms, greater yields, more 
flowers or fruit, greener, fuller lawns 
and magnificent trees — if you know 
ALL the important new methods and 
other recent discoveries. 





your garden. 





How To Get Magical Results In Your Garden 


-~--with less work and at less cost 


William Redgrave’s All That’s New in Gardening is your up to date guide to all 
the new discoveries and thus to really magical gardening—to a garden as beautiful, 
colorful, and productive you want, with hours and hours less work and at less cost. 

This book is complete from start to finish in gardening—and includes even more 
than you'd think—even such things as how io get good buys in seeds, bulbs, plants, 
fertilizers, etc., the handy time saving gadgets that cost only a dollar or two each, the 
shortest cuts to success, how to dodge unnecessary jobs in the garden, how to make 
plants grow during their dormant periods, how summer flowers may be picked every 
month of the year, etc. And there’s also a whole section on how to make money from 


All That's New in Gardening is a big book and it will give you a better garden this 
year and next. But it costs only $2. Fill out coupon today. 


You know what a great revolution 
D. D. T. started in insect control when 
it burst upon the world not so many 
years ago. Yet what D. D. T. did to 
control flies, mosquitoes, and all kinds 
of garden insects was only the start of 
a major revolution which has been 
sending research men to study the 
possibilities that lie in hundreds and 
thousands of similar preparations. 
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WHERE WILL YOU GO IN FLORIDA? 


gs — a expensive—not if you 

for whatever you seek 

in Florida. Wand if *s any man who can 

_ ‘ou the facts you want, it's Norman Ford, 

‘ou of the world-famous Globetrotters Club. 

(Yes, Florida is his home whenever he isn't 
traveling!) 

His big book, Norman Ford's Florida, tells 
you first of all, road by road, mile by mile, every- 
thing you'll find in Florida whether you're on 
vacation, or sow os job, business, real estate, 
or retirement prospec 

Through his cxportenced advice you learn ex- 
where — > can retire now on the money 
hether it’s a little or a lot. (If you 
need a part-time or seasonal job to help out your 
oo . tells oy -B-, henge 3 +1 pick up extra in- 
come.) tells you 
where ite o) Florida is cee ieee on a small 
income, he can help you take life easy now. 

If you're going to with a 

see St 2 ee ee owe, Se ee ee 
business men and state officials, etc., 
int the towns want to know 
w to run a tourist 
orange grove, he tells you today’s 
inside story of these popular investments. 


Yes, no matter what you seek in Florida, this 
big book (with well over 100,000 words - 
of <n”) gives you the facts you want. 

only a fraction of the money = wane 
oe if you went to Florida Use 
coupon to or 
Mail now for prompt delivery 
J Mail te HARIAN PUBL IGA TOR 95 First Ave. 7 
| Greeniawn (Long tsiand), I 
pt per enclosed $ myo check, = pow | 
order). Please send me the be’ 
| You will refund my money if I am not satisfied. | 
| (J Travel Routes Around the World—the | 
traveler's directory to passenger carrying 
fetes, $1. 
1H Where to ya a, Shoestring. $i. 
cat on 
| [j All That's New in Gardening. $2 
| pat ny offer: All books above—$6 value 
—for $5. 
| Print name 


Address. 
City & State 
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Buntings’ 


BETTER 
STRAWBERRIES 


Stel . Pocahont Dixieland (U.S.D.A. 
devel ti tly named and released 
Empire, Armore, Vermilion, 
Albriton. Grown in chemically-treated soil; 

lowed by complete spraying and fertilization 
at og DISEASE FREE. Huge crops of larger 
erries easily produced from Buntings’ plants. 








p ust 
for distribution), 


Write for information 
Our new 1956 catalog lists 34 other popular 
varieties of Strawberries, also a complete line 
of Roses, Flowering Shrubs, Shade Trees, 
Evergreens, Fruit Trees, Garden Roots, etc., 
with most varieties illustrated in natural four- 
color. A valuable reference book and planting 
guide. 
Write today for your FREE COPY 


BUNTINGS’ NURSERIES INC. 
Box 66 Selbyville, Delaware 














FERTO-POTS 


250 — oe 
we. Biss 100 — 
100 — 
never ¢ Sashes suneelainatiy tik a Othe fee 
in_ 100 lots as follows: No. 2s—$3.00; No. 2i/es 
.65; No. 3s-—$4.50. 
taken the garden 
enthusiastic. Millions 
and enjoy a thrilling new 
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New Books 


GARDEN SPICE & WILD POT-HERBS. 
By Walter C. Muenscher and Myron 
A. Rice. 210 pp., 18 x 11 inches. Hus- 
trated with Woodcuts by Elfriede Abbe. 
$5.75. Comstock Publishing Associates, 
a division of Cornell University Press, 
Ithaca, N. Y. 


IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN HERBS, either 
as a gardener or as a devotee of culinary 
art, or if you have a friend who is similarly 
blessed, this is the book for you to get or 
to give for special occasions. 

It is a rich-looking book, designed by the 
artist, who chose Goudy Kennerley Bold 
and Italic, for the most part in 14-point 
type. This, plus the free use of the am- 
persand, appropriately enough simulates 
the typography of the old herbals. 

The major part of the book is devoted 
to descriptions of the herbs arranged ac- 
cording to plant families, starting with the 
lily and ending with the composite family. 
These begin with the botanical name, fol- 
lowed by the English name or names, 
the French, German, and Italian. Then 
come the botanical description, herb uses 
and the methods whereby they can be prop- 
agated. Any facts of special interest are 
included—in some cases, recipes and 
prescriptions. 

Do not let the botanical names scare 
you. They are necessary whenever precision 
is required. Take, for example, Atriplex 
hortensis which has upward of a dozen 
vernacular names, but only one botanical 
name. If this does not convince you, read 
Part IV, pp. 201-203 “The classification 
and naming of plants.” The “Glossary,” 
pp. 205-207, will enable you to understand 
unfamiliar botanical terms, at any rate so 
far as this book is concerned. 

Part II, “Treatment of the herbs,” tells 
us about harvesting, drying, and storing 
herbs; also their propagation and hardiness. 

One could wish that the authors had 
given more space to the use of herbs as 
ornamentals in the garden (they are ad- 
mirable for furnishing Tudor knot gar- 
dens); and the reader should be informed 
that Origanum dictamnus, Dittany of Crete, 
is not an easy species to grow and that it 
is difficult to find dealers who have it for 
sale; and that Lavandula stoechas and L. 
dentata cannot endure winters in those 
sections where temperatures of 20° or 
lower are commonplace. However, L. den- 
tata can easily be carried over as a house 
plant provided a sunny window is avail- 
able.—MONTAGUE FREE 





American Garden Guild 
Selection for January 

@ The book selected for this month 

is: Orchids as House Plants, by 


Rebecca T. Northen, published by 
D. Van Nostrand Co., Inc. 














The Most Important Question 
Facing Every Gardener in 1956: 


What's Wrong 
with My Soil: ; 


These Easy 
10-Minute 
Tests Tell 


YOU CAN 
DO IT YOURSELF! 
Grow the 
Biggest, Best 
P— Flowers and 
Vegetables Ever 


ALSO LUSH LAWNS, 
LUXURIANT SHRUBS, 
TREES, ETC. 

This season you can have the best 
garden ever! No matter how many compli- 
ments you got last summer, some plants 
didn’t come up — — expectations 
—unless you tested your soil. 

It’ssosimple—there’sno ‘‘green thumb”’ 

mystery—just use the Sudbury Soil Test 
Kit. It tells what fertilizerstouse, and how 
much. Also explains ‘‘pH’’, how to make 
soil —s or alkaline for each plant’s need. 
Your _— en will be the showplace of the 
neigh rhood! 

Easy as a ther t “do it yourself”, 
ne hen the —— . Even your first tests will be reliable 
—learn more about your soil than in a lifetime of 


gardening. Test toneiee, ae here—kitchen, garage, 
garden. Costs less than 10c a test. 





pH).Clear lucite 
cover. $5.89. 


Horticuttural Kit—Garden hobbyists’ favorite! 
Larger, more equipment, in lifetime welded steel 
chest with carrying handle; weighs only 9% Ibs. Four 
times as much solutions. Simple, easy to follow direc- 
tions; charts show needs of 225 different flowers, 
les, fruits, lawns. Makes over 150 tests. Will 
give years ‘of service. Big value, $14.95. 
sneer deLuxe Kit (used in picture) — The best! 
welded steel chest. 12 —_— 
= much couting solutions. Most economical, used_b “4 
the best gardeners, florists, Ot ae Only $29.9 
NO MONEY—Order plus 
send check and we’ll I mall posta sa peg es to $4.66 in 
charges. Use it for 10 days, if 
return for full refund and your tests 
eost you nothing. 
Neo Risk—Even next fall if you haven’t had 
a better , get your back—that’s 


Garden 
coupon and mail NOW! 
| ee —_———— —_— — — —_— 


Sudbury Laboratory, Box 





0 Horticultural Kit 
(0 Super deLuxe Kit 
$ 
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EASIEST gardening ever! 


Prepare seedbed without plowing, discing, harrowing or 
spading—cultivate all season without hoeing by using the 


ARIENS 
v 


ROTARY TILLER 


REAR VIEW 
SHOWING 2-SPEED 
WHEEL DRIVE. 


4 < 
"Rc wf nee 
\ 


YANGEagie AT 
4 ' he 


ROTARY MOWER 


Not an “ache in an acre” gardening with an Ariens Yard- 
ster! This powerfully tilt rotary tiller is so simple, so 
easy to handle that your wife and children can use it 
safely! And, with interchangeable attachments, it’s your 
handiest tool for year ‘round garden, lawn and yard care. 
Powered by 2 h.p. famous make engine. Tills 12” wide 
up to 6” deep. Complete top and side hood protection; 
2-speed wheel drive; fingertip controls. Ask your dealer 
for free demonstration. Prices start at $179.00. 





For fast, sure garden preparation and cultiva- 
tion, see the Ariens Jr. Rotary Tiller. Priced 
amazingly low at $139.50. 

Write today 


for free 
descriptive folder. 


137 Calumet Street ¢ Brillion, Wisconsin 


Ae 
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READY TO BEAR 


PLANTS and TREES 


og Set oy Fresh 
EJ. Poy Fb 


MINN. 1166 Everbearing 
my Acid. pat tie can’t eat strawber- 

















| pes piuamaaes 
FRUIT 


DWARF 1 


ALSO STANDARD SIZE FRUIT TREES, 


ns. Giant cultivated Blueber- 
ries. Iris and Perennials. 


SPECIAL OFFERS! Postpaid 


Yeliow Raspberries Bearing size . . $1.00 
Streamliner Eveb. Strawberry... 1.00 


6 
26 
28 Gem Eversearing Serewbercise " * | 
26 














Colorado Biue Spruce > old trees . 1.00 
Prize winning Gladiolus (large bulbs) . 


Minn. 1166 eset tne, Straw 





is 
tothe California pam 


less Hardy 
oy matt —4-9 






































MOST SPECTACULAR FLOWER 
IN OUR TEST GARDENS 
The All-America Award Winner for 1956 


This flery orange-scariet petunia is the color of 
Comanche, but the fringed and ruffled blooms are 3% 
inches across and spotlighted with large, golden yellow 
throats. The plants grow only 1 foot high, but spread 
to 3 feet. You have to see Fire Dance to appreciate its 
perfection. 


Easily Grown From Sced If You Use— 
NO-DAMP-OFF SPHAGNUM 
It holds moisture, prevents Damping Off of seedlings 
and gives amazing germination. For complete informa- 
tien about Fire Dance and No-Damp-Off— 
SEND A POSTCARD FOR 
OUR FREE CATALOG TODAY 


Beautiful illustrations, honest descriptions and lots of 
cultural directions make it one of the best published. 


JOSEPH HARRIS CO., INC. 


41 Moreton Farm Rochester 11, N. Y. 


1956 CATALOG now rcady 





HARRIS SEEDS 
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Plant for Permanence 


The Inkberry 


by DONALD WYMAN 


evergreens that are natives of the 
northern United States, and we 
should know those that are in this group 
and use them in ornamental plantings 
wherever possible. The inkberry (/lex 
glabra) is an excellent one for certain 
definite purposes. It is not a shrub to 
bring bright colors to the garden, but it 
is a dependable evergreen whose deep 
green leaves remain on the plant most of 
the year enabling it to be used wherever 
green foliage is desired in winter. 
The inkberry grows over a wide range 
of eastern North America, from Canada 
to Florida and west to the Mississippi 
River. Acid soils of about a pH of 5.0 
to 6.0 suit it best, for I have never seen 
it in strictly alkaline soils. It will grow 
15 to 20 feet high, although one usually 
sees it about 6 to 8 feet high in most 
gardens. 
Actually it is a shrub, with many 
branches from the base, the growth be- 
ing usually very thick. If not, the 


[ee ARE NOT MANY broad-leaved 


branches can be cut off within a foot of 
the ground early in the spring and in 
two years time it will be thicker than 
ever. The plants in the photograph 
(right) were cut to the ground two years 
before the picture was taken—ample 
proof of the vigorously recuperative 
growing properties of this plant. 

Being a holly, the staminate and 
pistillate flowers are on different plants 
and both types of plants must be present 
to insure fruiting. The fruits ate about 
Y% inch in diameter and shiny black, 
usually remaining on the plant all winter 
long. Of course, they are not prominent 
in the landscape because they are black 
and also because the evergreen leaves 
hide them except on close scrutiny. They 
are often of interest, however, when 
used in flower arrangements. 

The evergreen leaves are about | to 2 
inches long and a dark lustrous green. 
The plant grows well in the shade, espe- 
cially in situations where the soil is 
moist, and because of this it has earned 





and on the West Coast . 


The Manzanita 


by LESTER 


EST COAST GARDENERS turned 
W loose in a nursery devoted ex- 

clusively to native plants find it 
difficult to make a choice among the 
many manzanitas they see. There are 
dwarf, medium-sized and tall ones, some 
that are tree-like and others that are 
creeping. 

The low and prostrate species are, of 
course, in great demand by new home- 
owners who have purchased houses in 
the hills where soil banks must be held 
in place. But the other forms offer a 
wealth of material, too, for developing 
the area between the garden and out- 
lying ground. 

The manzanita, known botanically as 
arctostaphylos, is happy along the coast, 
in-an inland valley or on a mountain 
top, so no matter where you live, look 


ROWNTREE 


over the group carefully. There are 
over thirty types native to the West 
Coast now being offered by nurserymen. 

All of the manzanitas are evergreen 
and bloom soon after rains begin. In 
milder zones the first flowers are out in 
December, but in the high mountains, it 
is summer before the clusters of white 
or pink urn-shaped blossoms, much like 
those of huckleberry, hang from the 
ends of leafy twigs. After the flowers 
fall, carpeting the ground like hail, tiny 
berries appear, enlarge and ripen to a 
dark red. Then they are the favorite 
food of bears, birds and other wildlife. 

Manzanitas can be planted from con- 
tainers any time of year as long as they 
are watered until established. Late fall 
and winter are the best times, for then 
rain comes to give them a natural boost. 
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a deserved niche in landscape plantings. 
In shady foundation plantings, where 
rhododendrons might not flower well, 
the inkberry is frequently used and can 
be expected to perform well and con- 
tinuously. 

Then too, it is frequently found native 
in swampy areas near the seashore and 
has been used to splendid advantage in 
the planting of gardens at the seashore 
where sandy soils and salty moisture are 


ARNOLD ARBORETUM 


the cule. One more important note—it 
can withstand city growing conditions 
very well indeed. 

Propagated easily by softwood cut- 
tings, large clumps can sometimes be 
easily divided so that increasing this 
plant is really not a problem. More 
gardeners should know it, for it is one 
of the best of our native Northern 
broad-leaved evergreens for winter dis- 
play.® 





Not all manzanitas are hardy in the 
Northwest; here they should be given 
sun and light, well-drained soil. Arcto- 
staphylos Stanfordiana is one of the best 
species for the Northwest and A. tomen- 
tosa will grow even on the North Coast 
if given a dry location. 

Arctostaphylos pumila (sandmat or 
dune manzanita) is popular for Coastal- 
Central and Southern California. It 
should be planted when possible be- 
cause it is threatened with extinction in 
its own limited habitat, the coastal sand 
dunes of the fog belt. In sandy soil in 
the open it makes glorious mats of soft 
gray. These may be over 6 feet across, 
hugging the ground all around the edge 
and raised in the center to about | foot. 

In soil that is mostly sand this species 
sows itself. Increase can also be had 
from tip cuttings, three-quarter ripened 
wood and from’ well-rooted end 
branches. The only pruning necessary 
is the removal of any browning 
branches which may appear in old age. 
These usually come in the crowded cen- 
ter of the bush. In deep loose soil the 
roots penetrate far down and the bush 
will carry through a foggy seven months 
without artificial watering. 
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In the colder Northwest garden, the 
matting effect so cherished by Southern 
gardeners may be found in the earth- 
clinging Arctostaphylos uva-ursi (Kin- 
nikinik) or one of its several forms.® 
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Miniature 


WATER 
GARDEN 


Make your own... 


WATER LILY 
POOL 


this easy way 


COMPLETE TUB GARDEN 
Zinc Coated Metal Tub (24” wide) 
Exquisite Slocum Water Lily (Choice 
of colors in coupon) 

Pickerel Rush 
} Woter Hyacinth 
5 Snails (for scavengers) 


All for only 

Guaranteed to Grow! $9. 75 
Just sink a tub in earth, add 4” of 
soil, fill with water and plant your gar- 
den. If you have a tub, we'll send the 
collection as above, minus 00 


All for only $5.00 

ORDER TODAY! Free—T choice gift 
plont with $7.50 orders received be- 
fore February 15, 1956. We will ship 
via railway express at proper planting 
time for your locality. Simple planting 
instructions with every shipment. 


1956 CATALOG 
ree Everything for the Lily Poc!l 
Beautifully illustrated in natural Ansco 
color and Kodachome. Shows our full 
exciting line of Water Lilies, Lotus and 
fancy goldfish. Also gives details of 
Slocum’s positive guarantee of satis- 
faction. 


SLOCUM'S angus 


950 Front St.—Binghamton, N. Y. 


Come te Binghamton (Water Lily Capital of America) 
and visit us this summer. Thousands w ere thrities last 


summer our beautiful lities—many were ten or more 
inches Our water gardens cover 10 acres. 


11 











CORYLUS 
CONTORTA 


“Harry Lauder’s 
Walking Stick Bush” 


The new and unusual come from Wayside 


Gardeners who want endless variety and peak performance just naturally turn to Wayside 
Gardens’ catalog. It has everything . . . from ABELIA to ZEPHYRANTHES. One look at 
the index and you'll see why gardeners everywhere wait with eager anticipation for their 
new catalog. It’s just full of the latest and best in all garden categories . . . over 1800 rare 
and unusual items, all grown and thoroughly tested in America’s most carefully supervised 


nursery. 


Mew Corylus, Contorta 


A rare and exciting shrub that will be the conversation piece of your garden all year 
round. Its curiously twisted, surned and almost corkscrew-like branches create an 


unusually lovely effect against the snow in winter. Often re- 
ferred to as the “Harry Lauder’s Walking Stick Bush’ because 
of its striking resemblance to one of Harry’s famous canes, 
Slow growing and easily cared for, it does well in sun or 
shade. Height about 7 ft. 


Graceful new vg Veronicas that are outstanding for 
borders and cut flowers. Baccarole, (deep rose), Minuet 
(dusty-pink), Pavane (clear pink). Perfectly hardy, with- 
stand heat and drought remarkably well. Bloom freely 
from June through August—one plant will produce as 
many as 20 exquisite flower spikes. 


SEND FOR THE WORLD'S FINEST 
HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


To get your copy of this heavy book, please enclose 50¢, 
coin or stamps, to cover postage and handling costs. 
Wayside’s 1956 Catalog for Spring Planting has no 
equal. Almost 200 pages, with hundreds of true-color 
illustrations and helpful cultural directions. It features 
America’s largest and most complete selection .. . over 
1800 rigidly tested new roses, flowering shrubs, orna- 
mental trees, rare bulbs and hardy “Pedigreed” plants 
especially suitable for American gardens. 


70 MENTOR AVE. MENTOR, OHIO 


Wayside fi Gardens > 


New 
VERONICA 
Baccarole 











Northern 
Pointers 


by P. J. McKENNA 


is one of the most dangerous months 

of the year. Here are some things 
to do and some points to remember if 
you want to minimize the hazards of 
extreme cold, heavy snow and strong 
winds. 

If possible, brush snow from ever- 
greens before it has a chance to freeze. 
If snow freezes, the chances are that 
branches are frozen too; in removing 
the snow, which gets heavy when 
frozen, branches may be broken. 

Climbing rose cames can be spared 
winter-killing from winds if they are 
released from their support, laid on the 
ground and protected with a covering 
of marsh hay or evergreen branches. 
This should only be done when the 
canes are pliable and not frozen. 

Be sure guy wires on trees are kept 
taut. If they slacken, the trees sway 
in the wind, and bark is rubbed off the 
stem at the frozen ground line. 

Marsh hay is the best protection for 
chrysanthemums and other perennials. 
If you did not cover the plants after the 
first freeze, it may still be done. The 
mulch keeps the ground frozen and does 
not allow alternate freezing and thawing 
of the soil which in the months ahead 
has a tendency to push plants out of the 
ground. 

Snow on coldframes in which pansies 
and other plants are housed is a natural 
insulator and may be left in place. How- 
ever, if you used old storm windows as 
a cover, better check them as the weight 
of the snow may break the glass. If you 
are in doubt as to the strength of the 
glass, reinforce it with cross bars. 

Propagating of many favorite flower- 
ing shrubs is easily done by taking 6- to 
8-inch cuttings of last season’s growth. 
Cold weather has hardened or matured 
the wood, so cuttings taken now are 
called “hardwood cuttings.” Cut the 
ends of the cuttings with a sharp knife, 
straight across and just below a bud. 
Tie bundles of twelve or so cuttings to- 
gether, the cut ends down, place the 
bundles upright in a coldframe or cold 
cellar, and cover them with 4 to 6 
inches of sandy soil. The bundles may 
be buried in a sheltered location out- 
doors and covered with a mulch so that 
they do not freeze. The cut ends will 
form a callus between now and spring. 


ie TERMS OF PLANT INJURY, January 
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In spring lift the bundles and plant the 
cuttings so that the top bud or two are 
left exposed above ground. Roots will 
form along the callus, and by the sum- 
mer’s end the tops will make consider- 
able growth. Not all the cuttings will 
grow, but enough will perform to make 
the procedure worthwhile. 

January is the time to plan for next 
year’s garden. Gardeners in cold regions 
are not nearly as limited today in the 
choice of things they can grow as they 
were in the past. For example there is 
now a new strain of pie cherries that 
will grow into northern Minnesota and 
up into the Canadian Northwest. The 
strain results from crossing a sour 
variety with some iron-hardy Russian 
varieties. The ones to look for are 
NorTH STAR and METEOR, both small 
trees to 8 feet tall. They produce 
abundantly. Of the cherry-plum hy- 
brids, low bushes to 6 feet, try the 
varieties SAPA, SAPALTA and Compass. 
More than one variety is needed for 
fruit setting. 

There are hardy apple trees of stand- 
ard size for Northern gardeners. RED 
BEACON bears in summer; VICTORY is 
like an improved McINTOosH and bears 
in fall. The variety PRAIRIE SPy is ex- 
cellent as a winter keeper. 

Cold climate ornamentals include the 
potentillas, nice low plants which bloom 
most of the summer. Potentilla fruti- 
cosa Farreri GoLD Drop is one of the 
best and has bright yellow flowers. 
P. fruticosa MOONLIGHT has light yel- 
low blooms and P. fruticosa Vilmori- 
niana is white with silvery foliage. 

There are many viburnums that are 
excellent for flowers in spring and color- 
ful autumn foliage and fruit worth grow- 
ing in cold areas. Three beautiful 
roses are Rosa spinosissima, R. primula, 
and the new KaRL Foster, a double- 
flowered hybrid of spinosissima, which 
makes a beautiful display in June and 
again in autumn when the fruit colors. 

Cotoneasters, particularly C. divari- 
cata and C. racemiflora soongorica as 
well as Daphne mezereum are also 
worth investigating if your plant list 
seems limited. Contrary to general 
opinion, tree peonies will also grow in 
sub-zero regions provided they are 
given some winter protection. Common 
and French hybrid lilacs are worthy of 
attention and the Prestoniae hybrids 
from Canada are extremely hardy. 

If it is a shade tree that you are think- 
ing about planting in spring, don’t over- 
look the MORAINE locust and CRIMSON 
KinG maple. They are as virtuous up 
North as in more mild climates.® 
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AN INVITATION 
to 


THE OUTSTANDING 
GARDEN EVENT 
OF THE SPRING 


The TENTH 
WILLIAMSBURG GARDEN SYMPOSIUM 


Sponsored by Colonial Williamsburg 


and Flower Grower Magazine 


at 
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 


March 7-9 Bringing Your Garden Up To Date 
March 12-14 Your Changing Garden 


These enjoyable three-day sessions will feature lectures 
and discussion panels with outstanding garden authori- 
ties, visits to the Williamsburg gardens, Plantation tours, 
exhibits, social activities, an eighteenth-century candle- 
light concert in the beautiful Governor’s Palace, and 
many other interesting events. 





OFFICIAL REGISTRATION FORM 


Please Register Me For The Session Checked Below: 
(1 FIRST SESSION— 
Wednesday, March 7, through Friday, March 9 
0 SECOND SESSION— 
Monday, March 12, through Wednesday, March 14 
My check, payable to Colonial Williamsburg, covering the 


$15.00 registration fee for each person registered is enclosed. 
Please also reserve for three days the following accommodations : 


WILLIAMSBURG INN & WILLIAMSBURG LODGE & 
GUEST HOUSES TAVERNS 


(0 Double Occupancy, each $21.00 [] Double Occupancy, each $13.50 
00 Single Occupancy $24.00 [() Single Occupancy ...............$18.00 





These rates are based on the European Plan, 


I expect to arrive at —.............._ o’ clock on 





I expect to share a room with 


NAME 








ADDRESS 





—_ Reply to Mrs. Cecu. W. Cunnincuam, Registrar, Garden 
Symposium, Goodwin Building, Williamsburg, Virginia 
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MORETON HYBRID Harris’ 
Flavor hig “> nest Quality - —— 
jeid - Husky V. 


HARRIS SEEDS 


These are the ae that have made Harris 
Moreton Hybrid Tomatoes the first choice of 
thousands of our customers. The strong plants 
produce large tomatoes early and on through 
the summer. Available only from Harris Seeds. 
For Successful Seed Sowing 
USE NO-DAMP-OFF SPHAGUM 
It holds moisture, prevents Damping Off of 
seedlings and gives amazing germination. 
For complete information about 
Moreton Hybrid and No-Damp-Off 
SEND A POSTCARD FOR 
OUR FREE CATALOG TODAY 
With — its beautiful illustrations, honest de- 
scriptions, and helpful cultural directions, it’s 
the most up-to-date garden guide available. 


JOSEPH | HARRIS Co., Inc. 


Rochester 11, N.Y. 


1956 15 6 CATALOG now ready 


Mpg 





SUPER ~- QUALITY 


OUR NEW 1956 SPRING 
CATALOG IS NOW READY 


GLADIOLUS, LILIES 
BEGONIAS, DAHLIAS, 


and Meny Other Varieties of 
BULBS, TUBERS, etc. 
of de JAGER’S Renowned Superior 
Quality at Moderate Prices. 
de JAGER Superb Quality Bulbs 
are known the world over for their 
high productivity and beautiful 
blooms. 
Send today for your 
FREE copy of de JAGER’S 
New 1956 Spring Catalog 


Bulbs Sent Postpaid in the U. 8. and Canada, 
For Canadian Customers 
our office and warehouse is: 


P. deJAGER and SONS (Canada) 
Hamilton Road, R.R. 8, London, Ontario 
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Southern 
Ramblings 


by BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 


time in the South, you should se- 

lect appropriate types of plants 
for the particular spots in which you 
wish to use them. Often one falis in 
love with a shrub or tree because of its 
bloom, form, foliage or character of 
growth, and plants it without giving 
thought to how it will fit into the plant- 
ing. 

In the South we dearly love the mam- 
moth-growing Southern magnolias, the 
great red oaks and giant white oaks. 
They are majestic species and on large 
properties form a perfect setting. On 
the small-to-medium town lot you will 
get better effects, however, by planting 
something that does not grow so large. 
This is especially true when considering 
front-lawn specimens. 


St this is shrub- and tree-planting 


One large tree planted on the south- 
west side of the house will usually prove 
beneficial in shading the home and mak- 
ing it cooler in summer, but when we 
plant several large-growing specimens 
around the small, low-walled home they 
will smother it in a few years and make 
it appear much smaller. 


Ranch houses are certainly the vogue 
now—a fact I fully realized when I 
made two swings across the South re- 
cently. Everywhere, the suburbs of the 
towns and cities are pushing out; even 
in the remote rural areas new ranch- 
type homes are going up. The walls are 
low; basements seem to be out; storage 
rooms (if any) are built on the main 
level as an integral part of the home. 
Many of the houses are built squarely 
on the ground. The earth is leveled off 
and a heavy slab of concrete laid for 
the foundation of the house, giving a 
much shorter space between earth and 
eaves than found in the conventional 
style home. This style calls for smaller- 
growing material for the foundation 
planting. 

I have a friend who recently spent 
approximately $40,000 for one of these 
new-style homes. The landscaping job 
looked very pleasing when finished, but 
now—only two years later—many of 
the overgrown plants are pushing up to 
smother the windows and obstruct ven- 
tilation and views. 


We have ample plant material. It is 


only a matter of selection. Since most 
of us in the South and Southwest are 


USE 


wore IFFY-POTS 
REVOLUTIONARY 
CONTAINERS 


From the fjords of Norway 
come these new, inexpensive 
plant containers to help 
you stert your summer plants 
the way your florist does. 
Florists are giving wide 
acceptance to Jiffy Pots, 
composed of peat and wood 
fiber. When “pot and all” 
is planted roots immediately 
grow out into open soil, 


JIFFY POT PRICES 
2%-inch 
100 pots 
~. 250 pots 
Note how freely roots 
penetrate Jiffy Pot. 
Dept. FG-116 
WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 





OF YOUR CHOICE 
at reasonable price 


. also Holly, Rhododendron 
* Yews—Trees and Shrubs 
complete 


send FRE Fem 
1456 CATALOG 


Intelligible description of quality 
plant material. 


TEN OAKS 


Nursery and Gardens, Inc. 


CLARKSVILLE, MARYLAND 


rT A R DY (Jujube) 


A Beautiful Ornamental 
Crete’ Conturtes f Before the Christian Era 


is adapted to all 
Kinds’ of of soil; ya my an early age, and i constant producer of 
delicious chocolate - me af fruit whieh tastes like dates or fi 
Delicious when eaten fresh or cured like dates, and excellent 
preserves, Te desserts or confections. Blooms v ery late, highly 
ully d in our catalog. Write now. 


Giisieb Rotnbee, 216 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. 


Chinese 
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SENSATIONAL 
DOLLAR OFFERS 


EACH IS A REAL BARGAIN 
IN GARDEN VALUES Two year old, hardy everblooming 


= a f ‘ a chumuiees Pe hybrid tea bush Rose, finest 
Eecer Girect from this page of outstanding © ; red, big beautiful blooms, 6 
lar varieties of highest quality stock guaranteed to bloor across, lovely wax foliage. Most 
this year. Order today and save—supply mited—nc fragrant of all roses. 


C.0.D.'s. Any offer $1.00 postpaid, 4 offer ' $3.7 $4 00 Each 
Big 1956 Catalog included FREE \ - 


(Check coupo OFFER N 22 


OTHER SPECIALTIES | {733 GLOXINIAS| BEGONIAS 
$1.00 Per Offer Postpaid House Plants | flowered, tt 


Imported Bulbs} SUS T0° 
Offers Cannot be Broken Rapid, and easy) 9 9"2$°;"3 
tc grow plants.§ blooms, mix- 
Offer No. 26 REGALE LILIES -Large Magnificent,] ed colors, all 
bulbs produce 6” long blooms, 4” velvety 3” to 4 top size im- 
5” 5 bulbs § $1.00 flowers last for bulbs. 
to across. or.. a4 Strong. hardy, peren- : months. Can be y to grow. 
nial plants. Will planted out-]} Ideal for in- 
Offer No. 27 CALADIUM—Fancy bloom in your garden doors in warm] side and out- 


Leaved. Excellent border plants, | AY ape oy pen ota Lovely} side planting. 
or attractive house plants. Mixed Separately labeled. 


Colors. 3 large bulbs... .$1.00 3 Plants #1, 00 8 NS. : $4 00) 12 bulbs *1.00 


Offer No. 11 DAHLIAS—Ball Type OFFER No. 2 OFFER No. 16 pctgasele Pehl 
mixed colors, all named varieties, 
not labeled. 6 tubers ... .$1.00 


Offer No. 17 AFRICAN VIOLET— 
Double Margaret, 242’ Deep bive 
double flowers. Each 


Offer No. 28 HOUSE PLANT SPE- MUMS : 
CIAL—One Fuchsia Senorita, Ruby pracy A ooreees | eR 
Red. One Christmas Cactus plant ae gusnen ne dealin sonia 
that grow lovely red flowers from jabeled. Red, 4 for $] 00 
Christmas to Easier. Yellow, Bronze, ® 
White. OFFER No. 10 


Offer No. 31 RANUNCULUS — 

Popular, colorful perenniqJ. Fine STRAWB Most profuse = 

for cutting. 25 Bulbs for. .$1.00 Popular, reliable 2, Sr ball offered. 

Senator Dunlap. Plants from 3” po to | Shaped 

Offer No. 32 ANEMONES —Free Hardiest variety. Blooms indoors in winter, on, 

bi H ideal for b t pein to grow —. be transplanted to the ric Beery 
coming, ideal for bouquets, » Excel. in summer. Strong, rooted from 24” pots. 

mixed colors, perennial. ae ant —_ foray plants. Gorgeous im- Blooms until frost. 


25 bulbs for $1. derful to freeze. Large, sweet, mense flowers. Special offer. 
dark One Red and one Bl 
Offer No. 33 CANNAS—New Pink red fruit. and one Blue. 3 plants for 


Gem. 5 bulls for $1.00 25 plantsonly*1.00 | 2 for *1.00 | *1.00 


Offer No. 34 CARNATIONS — OFFER No. 23 OFFER No. 21 OFFER No. 25 
Giant Size. One each—Red, Pink, 
Yellow, White —— separately la- ime H yp t PU ‘uit 
beled. 4 plants for 

—_—aw ee — Ewe 


Offer No. 12 LEMON PLANT — R. H. SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN——Dept. 349, Rockford, Illinois 
Dwarf Everbearing. Unique House Please send me offers checked. ! enclosed $ (No COD) 


Plant that grows real edible fruit. ° 

G Ne. 10 0 Neo. 16 0 Ne, 23 C] Ne. 27 0 Ne. 33 
BEGONIAS—Large bulbs. Hang- C) Ne. 12 0 Ne. 21 (0 Ne. 25 0 Ne, 31 0 Ne. 35 
ing effect. 0 No. 14 0 Ne. 22 0 Neo. 26 0 Ne. 32 0 Ne. 36 
3 bulbs (mixed colors)... .$1.00 DC Alse check if you desire Free Catalog. 


Offer No. 36 GLADIOLUS BULBS NAME 
—Rainbow Mixture. Large bulbs. ADDRESS 
3” around. 













































































CITY. STATE 
Don’t Delay—Order Today! PIONEER AMERICAN SEEDSMAN, SINCE 1870 
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The Finest New Shrub in 50 Years 


A modern and very fragrant version of the is covered with brilliantly colored foliage. 
ever-popular Snowball. Winner of h st Grows anywhere and is hardy at below zero 
honors at famous Royal Horticultural Show gegen Order now—shipment will be 
in London. Large, 6” clusters of fragrant made at planting time. 

white flowers bloom lavishly on graceful 6 each, $5.00; 3 for $14.00 
ft. plants. In Autumn, this handsome shrub 18-24” plants. each, $6.00; 3 for $16.00 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


Never before bas Wayside Gardens been able to present so many splendid, top-notch, new 
varieties. Almost 200 pages of gorgeous, true-color illustrations and listings of the world’s 
newest and best flowering shrubs, prize roses, rare bulbs and hardy “Pedigreed” plants. No 
other catalog in America offers the wealth of test proven, meritorious new 

things or such “down-to-earth” garden information. To be sure you get 

your copy of this outstanding book, it is necessary to enclose with 

your request 50¢, coin or stamps, for postage and handling. 


70 MENTOR AVE. MENTOR, OHIO 





Model C, 2 sections— 
door in each end. 


EVERLITE the world’s 

most beautiful aluminum 
Aluminum Greenhouses 

Your year ‘round “Garden Under Glass“ 


curved glass eaves. 


There's an EVERLITE greenhouse to exactly meet your gardening and budget require- 
ments. No matter whether you are only starting your “garden under glass” or your 
requirements call for a lorge conservatory you can have a perfect installation with 
EVERLITE’S wide selection of models and sizes. 

Advanced engineering and precision fabrication assure quick installation — you can do 
it yourself! Hundreds of installations throughout the United States and Canade are 
proof of wide customer satisfaction. 


Remember, you can enjoy an EVERLITE greenhouse now for only pennies a day with 
the convenient EVERLITE Budget Plan. 


Write for booklet FG-156, “Your Garden Under Glass.” 
14615 LORAIN AVE, 


Muminum Greenhouses, Ine. : $e8e%,'Stio 
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familiar with the native deciduous dog- 
wood, maple and redbud, it is hardly 
necessary to mention these fine small 
trees. The black-haw (Viburnum pruni- 
folium) is a fine low-growing native that 
one rarely sees in ornamental plantings. 
In the spring it has clusters of white 
flowers, characteristic of the genus, and 
later there are abundant blue-black ber- 
ries. In the fall the leaves show all the 
bright autumnal colors, making quite 
a show on the landscape. 

There are two small-growing Orientals 
that I like very much—the Chinese para- 
sol tree (Firmiana simplex); and the 
goldenrain tree (Koelreuteria panicu- 
lata). 

The parasol tree has green bark, 
bright when young, and deepening with 
age. The leaves are large, deeply lobed 
and tropical-like. In early summer there 
are great heads of creamy-white flowers 
that last for many weeks, followed by 
the most intriguing fruits. Green, blad- 
der-like pods are formed in clusters 
which, as they mature, open and display 
bead-like seeds arranged along the edges 
of the segments of the opened pods. 
These unique seed pods hang onto the 
tree until winter. 


The goldenrain tree, planted widely 
in New Orleans and along the Gulf 
Coast, but hardy through the South, 
is a rather compact, round-headed, 
drought-resistant species. The leaves 
are light green and compound; the 
bright yellow flowers, produced in great 
clusters, make their appearance in late 
spring or early summer. The constant 
falling of spent flowers gives the plant 
its common name; but on our grounds 
there is an even more persistent falling 
of flowers from the parasol tree. Mature 
trees usually reach 25 to 30 feet. 

The Chinese tallow-tree (Sapium sebi- 
ferum) is another deciduous Oriental 
tree that makes a good background or 
lawn specimen. The top is spreading 
and the foliage rather dense; in height it 
usually reaches about 30 feet. The 
flowers, which are not conspicuous, are 
followed by fruits containing wax- 
covered seeds, used in China for making 
candles and other wax items. -Near 
Citronelle, Alabama, I have seen great 
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ROTO-HOE rotor action pulls it ahead; you simply guide it — easy, 


Ease of Operation? (ieteudenes 


ROTO-HOE gives you maximum effectiveness, is narrow to operate 


Fast, Thorough Cultivation ? between rows, leaves no “dead spot” in the row. 


ROTO-HOE’s many “customer proven” attachments give you year 


Adaptability, Utility ? ‘round use at lowest cost (see below). 


ROTO-HOE is America’s Outstanding Valve. It pioneered the “‘tiller- 


Most for Your Money? on-front” movement many years ago, and its leadership guarantees 


top quality at low price. 


ROTO-HOE users are “HAPPY GARDENERS.” They get more work done, 


EST Satisfaction? easior—and enjoy their healthful gardening hobby. 


HOW TO BEA 
“HAPPY GARDENER’ 


Visit your ROTO-HOE dealer. Arrange for him to demonstrate 
ROTO-HOE for you, let you operate it yourself. You see many 
people find it difficult to believe what a wonderful machine it is— 
until they try it! Then you'll see for yourself just how much help 
a ROTO-HOE will be to you—and how inexpensive it is—only $134 
complete, ready to go to work and make you a “Happy Gardener.” 
And he will also tell you about the famous 20” ROTO-CUTTER 
and other low-cost attachments. (If you don’t know the name of 
your nearest dealer, use coupon below. We will send you his name 
and address, as well as our beautiful new 1956 FULL COLOR 
CIRCULAR. It’s free, and a demonstration will be gladly made for 
you, without obligation.) ; 


YOU'LL SAVE PLENTY WITH THESE 
LOW-COST. ATTACHMENTS 


They make your ROTO-HOE useful all year ’round. Here (at left) is 
the basic ROTO-HOE power unit with rotary cultivator attached — 
the complete ROTO-HOE that costs only $134—surrounded by the 
low-cost attachments. They are from top center, clockwise: ROTO- 
ZEPHYR SPRAYER ($77), ROTO-SNOW BLOWER ($38), 
ROTO-BUZZ SAW ($42.50), 20” ROTO-CUTTER Mower ($34.50), 
and SAFE-SPEED EDGER ($34.50). All are quickly interchangeable, 
easy to use. May be purchased in any combination wanted, whenever 
desired. See your dealer now. 


NEW SELF-PROPELLED fe at ek me em meh cay ne ony Ma eS 
22” TWIN ROTO-CUTTER ITO ROTO-HOE & Sprayer Co. F6-156 
Don’t overwork your heart 
pushing a mower! This brand I Box 1, Newbury, Ohio 
new attachment rolls along Please send me full color circularis) below, and name and 
under its own power, you address of nearest ROTO-HOE desler where I can see the 
simply guide it! And it cuts 1 equipment and arrante for a demonstration. I'm interested tn: 
a wider — i» - swath at } stuemniaeieg” RoTo-nos fomatier clos 
each trip. omplete attach- og ~ ~ vogue sae 
ment, ready to connect to r Large Mode! 300 ROTO-HOE 
your ROTO-HOE power unit 
in seconds, costs only $49.50 y 
ROTO-HOE & Sprayer Co, 4 *"***" * *° 


Box 1 NEWBURY, OHIO =, CITY, ZONE, STATE 





Acer 
Platanoides 
Schwedleri 
Nigra 


FOR SALE AT ALL 
LEADING NURSERIES 
AND GARDEN STORES 


This year plant Crimson King, the 
most beautiful of all shade trees. 
It is the only variety in existence 
that retains its rich, deep color 
throughout the entire growing 
season ...foliage opens dark 
crimson in the spring and re- 
mains brilliant until leaves fall in 
autumn. 


Crimson King is easily recognized 
by the glistening, satiny sheen of 
its lovely dark red foliage. The 
distinctive, deep color of this 
magnificent specimen tree creates 
an exciting contrast to grass and 
shrubs throughout the spring, 
summer and fall. Hardy and eas- 
ily grown, excellent for large or 
small lawns, 


Not genuine 
without this tag 





These five native American flowering evergreens are the Aristo- 
crats of all garden plants. All are carefully dug and packed— 
not to be compared with ordinary collected natives. We ship tens 
of thousands a year to large estates and small gardens—many 
repeat orders. Need acid soil, humus, moisture and partial shade 


but no cultivation. 


“LINER” SIZE— 
Single stem plants 
with some earth, 
about 12 inches. 

Express on 25, 

about $2.50, on 

arrival. 

(25) (100) 
$12.00 $42.00 

10.50 37.50 

16.00 58.00 

16.00 58.00 

12.00 42.00 


These named species will 
ive you gorgeous bloom 
rom May to July 


os 


Kalmia (Moutain Laurel) 
(Pink-white, June) 


Rhododendron 
maximum (White, July) 


catawbiense (Rose, June) 
carolina (Pink, May) 
Leucothoe (White, May) 


LANDSCAPE SIZE— 
Several-stem 
clumps, balled & 


burlapped, 10 to 12 SAMPLE 5—One each of 

inches. Express on kinds listed at left. 10-12 

25 about $5.00 on inch, B&B Landscape Size, 
beaioual postpaid $9.25. 


(10) (25) LARGER 5—One each or 
$12.00 $27.50 sorted = ie he 1 fe 

i +. high, . boxed for 
besa po express (about $5. extra 


on arrival). Box of 5 for 
14.00 35.00 $16.75. 











12.00 27.50 





5 of one kind at 10 rate, 50 at 100 rate. 


12 to 15 inches high, 


HEMLOCKS 25 for “Sime ox emo 


100 for $70.00 18 


masses of these trees in the fall, brilliant 
in their autumnal coloring. 

The evergreen cherry-laurel, Prunus 
caroliniana (Laurocerasus c.), is one of 
the prettiest small trees adapted for 
ornamental growth in the South. It is 
a shapely thing when grown to a single 
trunk, but it will endure any amount of 
cutting and may be grown as a screen, 
background or tall, informal hedge. The 
leaves are deep, glossy green and always 
attractive. It is native to many sections 
of the South and may be had through 
most nurserymen. 

There are several species of dwarf 
holly that are nicely suited for planting 
foundations of the low-walled homes. 
I especially like Ilex Rotundifolia and 
I. crenata convexa. Cleyera, the various 
gardenias, Camellia sasanqua, kurume 
azaleas, and boxwood are choice ever- 
green material. The new ligustrum 
SUWANNEE RIVER, which is dwarf and 
compact, offers a wide range of uses. 
For sunny positions, dwarf junipers may 
also be used. 

For terraces and patios which are 
being built in great numbers, material 
that is definitely dwarfish in growth 
must be prescribed. Liriope and ophi- 
opogon make very nice edgings for these 
features. If something a bit taller-grow- 
ing is wanted, the dwarf junipers may be 


‘used for sunny situations and Gardenia 


radicans for shade. English ivy, kept 
sheared back to 10 or 12 inches, makes 
an edging that is attractive the year 
through. Other forms of ivy may, of 
course, be used. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. When is the best time to fertilize 
my shrubs and young trees? 

A. In February, just about the time 
the leaf buds begin to grow. 

Q. Is it true that dogwoods and mag- 
nolias should not be planted until early 
spring? 

A. The roots of these species tend to 
bleed when cut; if handled in spring the 
wounds heal quickly before injury de- 
velops. However, if you can handle 
the plants with only light damage to the 
roots, I prefer not waiting until spring. 
I am a strong believer in early planting 
of shrubs and trees. 

Q. Will feeding camellias in winter 
result in larger bloom? 

A. Possibly, but I doubt it. Mid- 
winter feeding could stimulate too-early 
growth that would be killed by low tem- 
perature, thus doing material damage to 
the plants. I always feed about the first 


Quick-growing, handsome evergreens. Grow in sun or tH of March, right after the flowers have 
shade. Hemlock makes the most beautiful of all a : faded.® 

hedges. (Space 18 inches apart in row.) These trees 4 5 

ore lusty 6-year-olds, ideal size for safe shipping. 
Express on arrival about $2.00. 


KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE “S 
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Midwest 


Pointers 


by R. MILTON CARLETON 


N A COLD, SNOWY DAY in midwinter 
O what is more pleasant than leaf- 

ing through the inviting new seed 
catalogs, filled to the brim with excit- 
ing new plants and alluring bright illus- 
trations. This occupation, one of the 
most important of the gardening year, 
is sO enjoyable it’s hardly a chore. This 
is the time to dream of that garden 
you’ve always wanted, to plan, make 
diagrams of your garden, and then take 
positive action by ordering the plants 
and seed you will need. 

Did you keep a garden diary last 
year? If you did, study it carefully now. 
Did you run out of lettuce in mid- 
summer? Now is a good time to order 
an extra packet for late June and mid- 
July sowing. Did you run short of cut 
flowers for the table in late summer? 
Plan to sow a row or two of annuals in 
the vegetable garden this year. 

Examine the stored bulbs, tubers and 
vegetables early this month. By now, if 
the dahlia tubers are rotting, the gladi- 
olus corms being destroyed by disease, 
or the root crops shriveling, this is 
evident and can be checked. Cut off dis- 
eased parts of tubers, bulbs and corms 
and dust the remaining portions with 
a good fungicide. Burn the rotted 
pieces. If the stored root crops have 
shriveled, sprinkle with water. 

Gladiolus thrips can be checked now, 
too. To kill them all, bring the corms, 
on which they are hibernating, out of 
the cold storage into a warm room 
where the temperature is above 55°. 
Leave the corms there for ten to four- 


would you like prize-winning 


AFRICAN VIULETS? 


YOU Can Have Them! 


Thousands of African Violet growers have won prizes 


You can’t use any better African Violet food than RA-PID+GRO! 
Growers write us asking why we don’t tell more people about the wonder- 
ful results obtained with the use of RA-PID-GRO, the proven plant food 
that has given results for the past 16 years. Florists who grow millions of 
African Violet seedlings for resale use RA*PID-GRO. They demand re- 
sults... and they get them with RA-PID-GRO. You can, too! 


Your other house* plants, too, will thrive on 
RA-PID-GRO care! Watch them grow and bloom as 
they never have before. You can actually see results 
in only a few days. Remember, promises have never 
grown anything . . . results are what count and 
RA-PID-GRO has given results to millions of home 
gardeners, horticulturists and nurserymen, year 
after year. 


Of course, RA-PID-GRO is absolutely safe . . . it is 
non-poisonous to people and pets, and it is clean 
and odorless, too. 


AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


and Other 
House Plants 





teen days. During this time the thrips ones. And here is the payoff... 

will become active, due to the warmth. | § bain $.25 RA-PID-GRO is the Best, yet 

At the end of this period rush the corms | § 6 ons. 50 . 

back into cold storage (the temperature | # 8 ons. 69 © costs you Cees A Gils Gem 

should be as close to 33° as possible). | % A 1.25 a long, long way. You owe it 

This sudden cold will kill the thrips. : np on to yourself and to your plants 
House plants slow down at this time | § 10 Ibs. 8.75 to try RA‘PID‘GRO. You will 


of the year. The light intensity of the 
sun is low so growth is temporarily 
checked. To balance this, reduce water- 
ing and feeding. If possible, reduce heat 
somewhat, too, since for best plant 
growth it is desirable to keep the supply 
of heat, light, food and water in bal- 
ance. House plants that flower at this 
time benefit by artificial light. 

The rooted bulbs that were potted 
last fall for forcing can now be brought 
in. But until the shoots of tulips, nar- 
cissus and hyacinths are” at least 3 
inches above the pot, keep the pots in 
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be amazed at the results! 





RA-PID-GRO CORPORATION, DANSVILLE, N.Y. 
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a dark, dampish room at a temperature 

isn in full color Pee a as close to 48° as possible. When they 
are brought into the light, try to keep 

featuring the Newest them at 60°, no higher. If forced at 


DWARF FRUIT TREES | ‘tcicsr7" = 


APPLE « PEAR + PEACH « PRUNE - PLUM Brush and unwanted trees can be 


abe ‘ , killed now. A mixture of 2,4,5-T in 
Combination Fruit Trees contain 3 to 4 fuel oil can be sprayed at the ground 
select varieties on 1 tree 


aad line. This can be done even in sub-zero 


weather. The oil carries the 2,4,5-T into 
FRUIT SALAD TREE, HARDY AZALEAS the bark and kills the woody plant 


NEWEST BERRIES and BLUEBERRIES Poison ivy, wild honeysuckle and other 
HARDY RHODODENDRONS and ROSES vines can often be sprayed above the 
Our new catalog fully illustrates in natural | snow. Thus the wild flowers growing 
color and completely describes all the above | beneath will be protected. 
items. Hardy new fruit trees and plants. Dormant oil sprays to control scale 


ENJOY YOUR OWN LUSCIOUS FRUIT IN AS | ©22 be applied now if the thermometer 


REES will stay above 40° for several hours. 
LITTLE AS 2 YEARS FROM THESE HARDY T Don’t forget to spray the lilac bushes as 


e well as the apple trees at this time of 
SPECIAL OFFER « APPLES, FALL TO SPRING (ALL RED DWARF COMBINATION TREE) the year. 
These 4 apples will keep you supplied with fresh fruit for eating and cooking. * 
(All on one tree—created for your home garden) Questions of the Month 
RED GRAVENSTEIN + RED DELICIOUS > RED NORTHERN SPY + RED McINTOSH 


. Although I protect my perennials 
: Thi $7. $14.9 Q yp 
SPECIAL PRICE: This tree only $7.95, 2 for $14.95 during the winter, they often do not sur- 
* BOX 8-F vive. What's the secret of a good winter 
C A R LT 0 N N U RS E R Y C 0 M P A N Y FOREST GROVE, OREGON protection? 
Established 1890 a. ‘ ' 

A. First, it is good to consider a win- 

ter cover or mulch as an umbrella, not 


LILIES oe re ee woe 
6 purpose is to keep out the winter sun 


and rain, not to keep the plants warm. 
TULIPS e IRIS It is the alternate freezing and thawing 

Mak dd sell 5, ¥ hs, - e ‘ ai . 
pee wally seatanee eee ep cee ffected by sun and rain followed by 


signs. Use real flowers, dried materials, evergreens. We NY NEW AND RARE VARIETIES. \_-whi i 
ie ater, Mais sions aise io ut ext PR: | FINEST OREGON GROWN BULBS. | Actally cand Swine kite 
very ‘fist loco. Humireds’ of ‘successful stedents see: | gong 9 ifully i lly “spring-kill.” In th ingti 
ommend our course. Write for free information or send $1 end 25 cents for New Catalog beautifully illus- | USUally “Spring-Kill. n the springtime 
for illustrated booklet, ‘‘How to Make 33 Arrangements.” trated in color. Ready for mailing now! alternate freezes and thaws push up the 
FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. WALTER MARX GARDENS plant crowns, and the roots lose contact 
Box 564-FG Santa Cruz, Calif. BOX 38-F BORING, OREGON with the soil. When spring thaws set 
in, check the plants, and push down any 
crowns that have forced their way up. 
Using your foot, gently press down the 
soil around the plant. Another hint: 
never smother plants with heavy, sticky 
mulching materials. Use clean straw, ex- 
celsior and other similar materials which 
will allow air to penetrate easily.® 

















SEEDcraft | 
1956 Camellia Shows 


WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL {9% Seem, oe fa aes 


a se s, La.; Covington, La. 
ee ee wre Jan: 12-13-"Valdows, Ga 


Jan. 14-15—Thomasville, Ga.; Cor- 
Magnificent Swiss printing, with striking, authentic ' oo wage — ag Summer- 
‘ ‘ — ville, S. C.; Beaumont, Tex. 
colors. SEEDcraft offers many exclusive florist-type varieties Sums “068: Cadiaueliie: FEA: 
unobtainable from other sources. Write today for your free copy! Jan. 21-22—Pensacola, Fla.; Bain- 
bridge, Ga.; Baton Rouge, La.; 
Dothan, Ala.; Savannah, Ga.; 
Alexandria, La.; Slidell, La.; 
WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS Dept. FG-106 Moncks Corner, S. C. 
Jan. 25—St. Simons Island, Ga. 
NAME Jan. 28-29—Mobile, Ala.; Jackson- 
ABAES Holey ville, Fla.; Orlando, Fla.; Panama 
? ADDRESS City, Fla.; Macon, Ga.; Hammond, 
a) La.; Lake Charles, La.; Biloxi, 








CITY STATE Miss.; McComb, Miss.; Charles- 
ton, S. C.; Port Arthur, Tex. 
WHERE YOUR FLORIST BUYS HIS SEED 
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WORLD’S MOST THRILLING HOBBY- 
PROFITABLE HOME BUSINESS! 


NO GREENHOUSE NEEDED 
YEAR ‘ROUND 
— ANY CLIMATE 
MAINE TO 
CALIFORNIA 


Most enjoyable hob- 
by I know. People 
drove 100 miles to 
see this plant... 10 
flowers, 8¥2 inches 


across! 


THOMAS HURST—Utah 


FILL YOUR HOME WITH CRCHIDS 


EVERY MONTH OF THE YEAR. Successful family of home growers now 
reveal their secrets for your pleasure and profit. Learn the exciting 
facts about raising beautiful Orchids at home...how to grow 

zens of varieties in every rainbow color... have Orchids in full 
bloom every month of the year! Many grow without soil, getting 
food from the air. NO GREENHOUSE NEEDED. Start on table 
or window ledge. 


THRILLING HOBBY—EXCITING HOME BUSINESS. Imagine the delight of 
watching gorgeous Orchids burst into bloom right in your own liv- 
ing room! The big lavender corsage Orchids you see in every flower 
shop—also many others in all sizes and colors. Orchids for your own 
enjoyment, for gifts or to sell at good profits. 


FINE PROFITS — ANY LOCATION — RETAH — WHOLESALE — MAIL ORDER 
Learn how to market your Orchids for profit, no matter where you 
live—small town, big city, or on a farm. Millions sold by mail order, 
year ‘round. Tropical Flowerland’s “Quick-Profit Plan” helps you 
get started at once, without investment in stock. No overhead. 


Home Growers Coast to Coast 
Benefit from the Schirmers’ Help 


My Orchids are do- 
ing fine. I sell many 
blooms and haven't 
really started to 
try yet. I owe my 
success to the 
Schirmers. 

MARS. FRANK HAR- 
WOOD— Oregon 


Growing Orchids 
for profit lets me 
have my business 
at home. When I 
first saw your ad, 
I had never seen an 
Orchid. 
OARS. SEABIE SMITH 
—Arkansas 


Orchids offer rich 
reward in beauty. 
There is financial! 
reward for one in- 
terested commer- 
cially, as lam. 
Thanks a million 

for everything. 
MAR. 5. V. SMART 
Colorado 


I have standing 
orders for future 
flowers and divi- 
sions of this plant. 
I shall always be 
grateful to the 
Schirmers. 
MARS, ROBERT E. LEE 
—Ohio 


I had no idea how 
easy it is to grow Or- 
chids. 

MRS, NELLIE SPARROW 


FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY. It’s great fun to grow Orchids. 
And the whole family can help—from teen-agers up. Mr. 
Schirmer himself is over 60—was nearly 50 when he and 
Mrs. Schirmer first started to grow Orchids for profit. 


LEARN HOW ORCHIDS MULTIPLY. Learn how one plant may 
become many, each as valuable as the first! Flower pro- 
duction and plant stock should both increase steadily— 
year after year—and so should your profits! 


COMPLETE iNSTRUCTIONS and Blooming-Size Orchid 
Plant Sent for You to Examine at Home without Risk! 


Airmail coupon today for 
amazing offer of Complete 
Home Course and a real 
blooming-size Orchid plant 
for you to examine at home 
without risk! Nearly 300 
large-size pages, filled with 
“show-how” drawings and 


photos — many in full color. 
Shows you how to grow 30 
different kinds of Orchids at 
home, and market them for 
extra income — spare or full 
time. Send no money—fill out 
and send in the coupon. 
Airmail is quickest. 


FREE- AIRMAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 


| a “a 








TROPICAL FLOWERLAND, Dept. 71 4622 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 5, Calif, 
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CHRYSANTHEMUMS 
Early French Novelties 


Heros Jean Guizonnier 
Long quilled petals of rosy purple. Huge 
bloom 7 inches across, without disbudding. 
Ami Charles Souchet 


Sport of the above variety, exactly the 
same except for color, which is a deep 
rosewood color. The above two are still 
the most interesting plants, in our field— 
50c per rooted cutting. 


Heros Jean Guizonnier 
Send for our new listing of Chrysanthemums, 
Featurmg— 
Our 1956 introduction WHITE MASQUERADE,—Sport of masquerade. 
Dr. E. J. Kraus’s introductions for 1956. 
Several New Exciting ANEMONE TYPES—Janet Castle, Powder Puff, Etc. 


A. LADYGO NURSERY 


4800 Van Epps Rd. Cleveland 9, Ohio 











HYBRID TOMATO 


Bepsose Smooth, Round, Red 
omatoes Ever Produced! 
Gigantic, thick-meated, perfectly smooth, 
so heavy they often weigh 1 lb. or more each. 
Superb quality, extra delicious, wonderful. 
Unsurpassed for the garden, wins prizes at 
the fairs, always brings highest prices. 
Plants Grow Faster, Bear Heavier 
q toni Because they are Hybrids the plants grow 
ime only we'll mail ‘faster. sturdier—bear heavier, and longer. 
you 10 Seeds FREE,if They set more fruits even in bad weather. 
you send stamp for postage. Or, to have more 
plants, we'll mail postpaid 70 Seeds for $1. 


W.. Atlee Co. 


1 Burpee Building—at nearest city: 
J Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, California 


i28 pages, best flowers 

yy yp 
all the Burpee Hybrids. It’s the - 
fag Asmestasmscedentaleg with money- 
saving specials on almost every page. 








Make Your Home a 


SHOWPLACE 
TUBEROUS 
LES 


Be the envy of the neighborhood with 

BIGGEST flowers, deepest, heaviest petal- 

ling, most lustrous colors, improved forms. 

Plant ti ahead, American-grown 

Antonelli bulbs and get them all! Six 

straight California State Fair wins 1949-55. 
Now yours on our 


SPECIAL OFFER 


‘Selected 114” bulbs. 
one are O28 
Reg Price 12 for ° 
NOW with 3 FREE. Limited 
Time Or 30 


Pat Antonelli 


Selesmanager 


& FLORISTRY 


LEARN EASILY & QUICKLY AT HOME 


FOR PROFIT poegere for tremendous money- 
making opportunities for trained men and women 
in the Floral Field. You may quickly learn how to 
make professional arrangements for the home, wed- 
Lem ig social affairs, funerals—wherever flowers are 
used. Start yourown profitable business orget better 





paying position. Excellent part-time money-making 
opportunities. Successful graduates coast to coast. 
FOR PLEASURE -—please your friends and 
family with professienal corsages, centerpieces, etc. 
Your church and club will welcome your assistance 
in arranging impressive floral designs. Win Blue 
Ribbons. Many earn good money while learning. 
Free Consultation Service. 

Write Today for FREE Book, “Opportunities in Floristry”, 

FLORAL DIVISION 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
STUDIO F-16, 310 So. Robertson Bivd., Los Angeles 48 


ANTONELLI BROS. 


SANTA RUZ TALIFORNIA 
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West Coast 
Pointers 


by NORVELL GILLESPIE 


ANUARY IS CATALOG TIME for all 
] green-thumbers. When catalogs are 
read as books—from cover to cover 
—you'll find them a valuable source of 
gardening information. Study them 
carefully and visit public gardens for 
new planting ideas. 

Annual pruning of ornamental trees, 
fruit trees, cane fruits and roses may 
be done this month. Also it is the best 
time to apply dormant sprays which are 
often recommended for fruit trees, roses 
and some ornamental shrubs. It is a 
good idea io repeat the spray in early 
February. 

Wildflowers and native ferns will help 
you to solve the problem of shady places 
in your garden, especially where grass 
will not flourish. Ferns are particu- 
larly desirable for ground-cover use, 
and many low-growing perennials such 
as the violet may be used in the same 
way. On the whole, wild gardens re- 
quire a minimum of care. Many of the 
plants may be allowed to reseed, forming 
large natural-looking colonies. 

Tuberous begonias should receive 
very careful watering after they ‘are 
shifted into pots. Overwatering will 
cause the soil to become sour and the 
foliage will have a sickly yellow color. 
Later on, the buds may fall off, and in 
extreme cases the plants may die. The 
foliage will benefit from _ periodic 
sprinkling. 

Achimene tubers may be planted from 
now through April. These tiny tubers 
produce growth to 2 feet—out of all 
proportion to their size which varies 
from about “% inch to several inches. 
Tubers vary greatly in size and shape 
according to the variety. Many of them 
resemble small pine cones, others birch 
catkins. The flat-faced blossoms are 
tubular at the base and average about 
1 inch in diameter. Colors are white, 
pink, blue and shades of lavender— 
some interestingly patterned and veined. 
Plant % inch deep in a pot containing 
equal parts of leafmold and sandy loam. 
A dozen tubers in a 6-inch bulb pan 
make a good showing. 

Prevent rose bushes from drying out 
after you have purchased them. If you 
cannot plant immediately in their per- 
eManent position, you can handle them 
as the professional growers do. “Heel 
in” the bushes in trenches of deep soil 


FLOWER GROWER 





outdoors until you can do a thorough 
planting job. This keeps the roots and 
canes juicy and alive. 

For permanent planting dig holes at 
least 2 feet square and at least 18 inches 
deep. In the bottom of each hole care- 
fully build a cone-shaped mound of good 
soil. This may need to be specially 
mixed. Use about % loam, % peat- 
moss, and about “%4 rotted barnyard 
manure. Let the roots spread out natu- 
rally over the cone-shaped mound and 
carefully fill in the hole with this 
good soil. Prevent air spaces about the 
roots by watering thoroughly with a 
bucket of water or a slow-running hose. 

Deciduous fruit trees are most eco- 
nomical and best purchased during the 
months of January, February and 
March, because the trees are dormant 
and are available in bare-root stock. 

Prune deciduous flowering shrubs 
which bloomed last summer or fall. 
They will’ bloom again this year on new 
growth. Spring-blooming shrubs, on the 
other hand, flower on growth which was 
formed last summer. Leave them alone 
until after flowering. When pruning 
deciduous shrubs, cut back branches to 
the lowest two or three buds. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. I would like to know something 
about the vine, star jasmine. (N. E., 
Los Angeles, Califernia.) 

A. Few landscaping subjects offer as 
much in one plant as the star jasmine, 
Trachelospermum jasminoides. Basic- 
ally a vine, star jasmine can also be used 
as a durable and striking ground cover 
and as a small semi-upright shrub. It 
is almost completely covered with ex- 
ceedingly fragrant star-like waxy white 
flowers in late spring and blooms in- 
termittently throughout the summer. It 
thrives equally well in sun or full shade 
and seldom intertwines or becomes 
tangled. 

Q. How dol care for potted gerani- 
ums over winter? (D. P. R., Roseburg, 
Oregon.) 

A. Bring your potted geranium plants 
indoors before first signs of frost. Leave 
in the pots. A temperature of 40° to 
45° is preferred to warmer house tem- 
peratures. Give enough light to keep 
foliage green and water enough to keep 
plants from drying. In the spring they 
can be pruned back and repotted. 

Q. Is it necessary to prune hanging 
basket fuchsias each year? (N. E. C., 
Laguna Beach, California.) 

A. To enjoy prize flowers, it is a good 
idea to prune each year in late January 
or early February and repot in fresh 
soil. Hanging fuchsias withstand severe 
pruning.® 
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BRECK'S 
OIART-A-PLANT BOXES! 


PUT YOUR GARDEN 
WEEKS AHEAD 


OF OTHERS / 


Everything You Need! 


Your window pone’ sag » your window sill’s a 
garden — and you're weeks J weeks ahead of every 
green-thumb expert on the block when you start your 
flowers gnd vegetables NOW, with famous Breck’s 
Start-a-Plant Boxes! it’s EASY! Five big 11” x 3%” 
waterproof combination starter and transplant boxes, 
two with 12 transplant bands EACH, produce hundreds 
of husky seedlings from FREE seeds supplied — all BE- 
FORE warm weather arrives! 


la Spring, just transplant outdoors and flood your 
garden with gorgeous flowers, load your table with 
luscious vegetables — WEEKS AHEAD of usual maturity! 
Complete instructions for assembling and growing are 
included, and they couldn’t be easier! And YOU 
CHOOSE any 3 packefs of Breck’s finest quality seeds 
from the list of exciting varieties below! These are 
regular-size packets of dated-for-freshness seeds, worth 
up to 25¢ eachi 

YOU TAKE NO RISK! 
GUARANTEED, like all you buy from Breck’s! 

The Start-a-Plant Boxes must piease you, or we'll instantly 
refund your money! But HURRY! The earlier you start 
your window sill garden, the earlier you enjoy outdoor 
crops and color! Mail the coupon TODAY—and be 
sure to choose YOUR FREE SEEDS to come with your 
Start-a-Plant Boxes! 


BE FIRST WITH FLOWERS! 
Your garden bursts into a riot of bloom, yields ripe, delicious 
vegetables WEEKS AHEAD when you start plants NOW, i in 
Start-a-Plant Boxes! You have hundreds of fast-growing 
rooted seedlings (at a cost of less than a penny eacht) when 
your neighbors are just starting to plant seed! This is the 
way to make your garden grow — EARLY! 











SEE THE DIFFERENCE! 
This is a Moy 15th illustration! 
On the left you see the tiny 
beginning of a plant from seed 
that was planted outdoors with 
the coming of warm planting 
weather. On the right is the husky 
plant that wos started on a winter 
window sill and transplanted in 
the Spring! See how starting 
NOW puts plants WEEKS AHEAD! 

SEEDSMEN SINCE 1818 


BRECKS 


OF BOSTON 


FREE CATALOG! 


New 1956 Garden Guide with rare 
ond fine flower — le 
ng 


seeds, plants, helpfu 
edvice! Write for your , Rete copy 


WHICH FREE SEEDS: 


DO YOU WANT? 


BRECK’S of BOSTON 


441 Breck Bidg. — Boston 10, Mass. 


Yes, | want to stort my garden 
eosy instructions! inclode, FREE, the 3 Seed 


Send me 


NOW! So rush me the full set of 5 Start-a-Plant Boxes No. H-488 with 
Packets checked below. Complete cost is $1, postpaid! 


Complete Sets, as above, at just $1 per set postpaid. 


() ZINNIA, Crown o’ Gold Pastel [[] DAHLIA, Unwin Hybrids] LETTUCE, California Iceberg 


(J ASTER, Princess Mixed 
(1) CALENDULA, Pacific Strain 


NAME 


C) PETUNIA, 


Radiance 
(1) TOMATO, Richmeat 


CJ BROCCOLI, Riviera 





ADDRESS. 





CITY. 
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A FLOWER GROWER FEATURE 


theG arden Workbench 
Oo @ # 


JAMES N. KEEN 


An authentic Williamsburg bench—easy to build. 
It will be a sturdy garden feature for years 


ERE IS A SIMPLE WAY you can 
H bring Colonial Williamsburg into 

your garden. Build a Williams- 
burg bench. This bench is identical to 
the ones scattered throughout the gar- 
dens of restored Williamsburg—as in 
the photograph at right. 

The construction is simple, but this 
doesn’t jeopardize its sturdiness. This 
is a bench you won’t have to worry 
about during a rain storm—even a snow 
storm for that matter. Our Williams- 
burg bench is an all-year garden fixture. 

Basically it is made of strong, sturdy 
2x8 lumber. In addition there are a 


cross bar of 1x6 and two short spacers 
made of 1x2. This is all the lumber 
you need. 

The seat slats are each 5 feet long, 
rounded off on the ends. This should 
be a quarter circle. Each of the end 
legs is made in two parts—exactly the 
same. These are then doweled and 
glued together with the 1x2 spacer 
between, as shown in the diagram below. 
Make a template and cut each half of 
the leg end the same. 

Note that the spacer protrudes above 
the end pieces as a guide for placing the 
seat slats. Space is also left at the 


plugs to cover screws 
screw seat to uprights 


"x 6” 


cross bar—” 


DETAIL OF 
TENON JOINT 


2"« 8" ’ 
: dado seat to 
receive uprights 


2*8'S & spacer 
joined with 
dowels & glue 


DRAWING FOR FLOWER GROWER BY FRANK SCHWARZ 


bottom for the tenon joint of the 1x6 
cross bar. 

The cross bar can be held in place 
with the tenon joint alone, but the ex- 
tra reinforcement of gluing it to the 
spacer would be preferred. The tenon 
joint is made 2 inches wide and 3 inches 
long. The hole for the peg should be 
1% inches from the spot where the cross 
bar meets the spacer. This is the thick- 
ness of the end leg members. 

Seat slats are attached to the end legs 
with screws. Drill out first to allow 
room for plug which can be made of 
dowel. Plastic wood or other filler can 
be used in place of wooden plug. Dado 
or groove the bottom of seat slats to 
make a neat fit to end legs. Glue slats 
to end legs for extra strength. 

Finishing i§ optional. If it is to be 
left natural (unfinished) a weather- 
resistant type lumber should be used 
such as redwood. If you plan to leave 
it natural, be sure to use the same kind 
of wood throughout—including the 
spacer. 

Be sure to use a good exterior house 
paint if painting is preferred. Thin 
the first coat with linseed oil, especially 
if the bench is to be left outdoors all 
year long. —WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 





All-America 
Gladiolus 


Selections 


for dependable guidance on varie- 

ties of plants, All-America Selec- 
tions began in 1933 to test and compare 
new seed varieties with those already 
on the market. Immediately requests 
were received to include bulbs and 
plants in the tests. 

Three years ago, leading gladiolus 
hybridizers and growers, at a national 
gladiolus convention, started the All- 
America Gladiolus Selections on its way. 
For thorough testing over the United 
States and Canada, thirty-one judges 
were chosen, and growers and origina- 
tors began to ccoperate to supply deal- 
ers and garden supply centers. For the 
first time bulbs were available at reason- 
able prices and could be secured from 
reliable sources. 

The All-America Gladiolus Selections 
offer only large bulbs, each in a trans- 
parent bag with the A.A.G.S. emblem, 
culture directions and plant patent pro- 
tection notice printed on it. This guards 
against substitution and inferior or dis- 
eased bulbs; the polyethylene bag keeps 
the bulb in good growing condition. 

RoyAL STEWART, bright red with ten 
or twelve blooms open at a time, on 
strong, 5-foot plants, stood out above 
all the rest of the first-year entries. It 
ran off with top honors in a number of 
prominent gladiolus shows and was se- 
lected for the All-America award. 

APPLEBLOsSOM, already in fair pro- 
duction, was chosen from the many 
1954 entries. This exquisite white 
variety, with big ruffled petals richly 
rouged with rose-pink margins, brings 
a new conception of beauty to gladiolus. 

Originators found that only the very 
finest varieties had a chance to win in 
All-America competition. Last sum- 
mer, several seemed outstanding, so we 
may now look for winning gladiolus in 
the All-America Selections family from 
year to year. 

RoyaL STEWART and APPLEBLOSSOM 
(both shown on the cover) make their 
Ail-America debut in 1956. Demand 
will be far greater than the supply, so 
order them now, through any reliable 
grower or dealer, to be sure of these 
winners in your garden and for your 
flower show this year. 

—W. Ray HASTINGS 
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New A-Anerta 
Gladtilus Selections 


AND HUNDREDS OF OTHER 


COLORFUL VARIETIES 


For exciting new beauty in your garden, 
plant colorful Kunderd .glads. New All- 
America varieties and hundreds of other 
thrilling prize winners are yours to choose 
from in the new 1956 Kunderd catalog. 


Grow Glads for Fun 


Gladioli are easy to plant, easy to grow. 
They are showy in the garden and unsur- 
passed for cutting. Kunderd glads are es- 
pecially satisfying. Backed by over 75 years 
of experience, they are guaranteed to 
please you. State inspected, disease free. 
Every quality to assure the kind of blooms 
you want, 


Be glad you grew Kunderd glads. 


GLADIOLUS FARMS 


1956 CATALOG 


616 Lincoln Way West, Goshen, Indiana 








SEE FOLLOWING PAGE FOR 
ADDITIONAL GLADIOLUS ADVERTISERS 





1€ YOu WANT TRE BEST 
SEND FOP OVP LST ... 


P.O. Box 587 Salem, Oregoh xe? 


DISCOVER! 


and “Stake your Claim”, to the best 
in gladiolus by sending for our 1956 ag 
A reliable source for the New All-America Selec- 
tions, Recent Introductions, and Standards. Largest 
flowered to Miniatures. bly priced too. 


DISTINCTIVE GLADS 


E.A. & E. F. Quackenbush 
Box 27 R.D. #1, Middletown, Pa. 














Gladiolus Fancier’s Guidebook 


includes latest Valleevue-Ohio Soc. Test Gdn. 
Report, America’s est testing program. Our 
bulbs are individually ed at ‘shipping time, 
—— to please. ering over 1 of the 
Recents, with some as A. B. Coutts, 
Cath. Beath, Miss Holland, etc., at Quantity 
Prices. Also first time offered in U.S. several 
new blues and more of the popular Holland 
“Butterfly Type’. All “U.S. grown” bulbs. 
H. 0. EVANS, 5225 SOM Rd., Solon, Ohio. 


CALIFORNIA GROWN BULBS 


A card will bring you my list of the best recent 
introductions, also ve first of the All American 
Glads. Royal Stewart and Apple Blossom. 


Eden Glad Gardens 


Box 7A Mt. Eden, California 








GLADIOLUS $4.89 Prepaid 
100 assorted large glad. bulbs 10 varieties 
Outstanding Varieties and Colors. 

A post card will bring our complete price 
list of Gladiolus Bulbs. Quality good 


prices fair. 
Heberling’s Gladiolus, Inc. Easton, i. 

















RUFFLED 
GLADS 


The new Gladiolus are 
tops in beauty! ‘heir 
lovely — are — + 
accented by gorgeously 
frilled or ruffled florets. 
We have the 1956 All- 
America award winning 
gress. APPLEBLOS- 


ROYAL 
STEWART. 
Send 1 for our new 
Catalog describing the best 
modern glads. 


WINSTON ROBERTS 
Box 2772 Boise, Idaho 
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GLADIOLUS 


We think we have the finest and 
most up to date list of glads in the 
country and the most helpful cata- 
log published. Have been growing 
the World’s best for over 35. years. 

We have the All America Selec- 
tions and many other top notch va- 
rieties in all classes including minia- 
tures, fragrant ones, exotic double 
hybrids. Also fruits, supplies, books 


etc. 
Send 10¢ For Our Colorful Catalog. 


CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 


ELMER GOVE 


BOX 45 BURLINGTON, VT. 
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We k - 5, oe older time- 
tested and grow the 
— beautiful of ti newer 





WRITE FC FOR OUR 1956 
33rd. ANNUAL CATALOG 


FOSS HEATON 
GLAD GARDENS 








BASSAS ESE EM SAE 5 


CRESTON, IOWA 








ALL-AMERICA GLADIOLUS 
INTRODUCTIONS FOR 1956 


Royal Stewart, brilliant red. 
Appleblossom, white edged rose. 

Our new color catalog fully describes the 
best new show winners and recent novel- 
ties for your garden. Several are illustrated 
in color. Write for it today! 


PRICES ARE RIGHT— 
QUALITY NEVER EXCELLED 


WEEKS GLADIOLUS GARDENS 


3132 N. River Road Salem, Oregon 











GLADS 


DAHLIAS 
BEGONIAS 


For highest quality bulbs 
tubers, 


and direct 
one of p horses 
oe ¢ growers. Newest 


ies plus many of the 
old favorites. Write 
for Free full color catalog 


ALFRED L. MOSES 














41 Loke Ave. LIMA, New York 





The Story of 
All-America 


Selections 


HAT IS THE ORGANIZATION re- 
W sponsible for highlighting the 

petunia FirE DANCE and carrot 
GOLD Pak shown on this month’s cover? 
It is All-America Selections, a non-profit 
horticultural and educational corpora- 
tion, first organized in June, 1932, at 
Atlanta. Georgia, as a committee of the 
Southern Seedsmen’s Association. 

As retiring President of that Associa- 
tion, I recommended the committee and 
was made the first Chairman. The fol- 
lowing year the committee was endorsed 
and thereafter co-sponsored by the 
American Seed Trade Association, and 
was later endorsed by the Pacific, West- 
ern, New England (now Atlantic) and 
Canadian Seedsmen’s Associations. 

The project was launched for the 
guidance and information of seed firms 
and their customers on the merits, use- 
fulness and desirability of proposed new 
varieties of flowers and vegetables. 

All-America Selections proposed to 
test thoroughly the new prospects in 
comparison with the best strains of 
standard varieties already on the market. 
Trial grounds with resident judges in 
charge were established in different cli- 
matic and geographic sections of the 
country. Entries were invited from seed 
firms, state and federal experimental 
stations and colleges, amateur and pro- 
fessional plant breeders, foreign as well 
as domestic, without charge. 

In 1935 a formal constitution, by- 
laws and rules and regulations were 
adopted. A nominal entry fee of $2 
was charged to commercial firms, and 
all entrants were asked to send for test- 
ing only those varieties that were suffi- 
ciently different from and superior to 
the ones which had already appeared 
on the market. 

New trial grounds and judges were 
gradually added, until now there are 
twenty-seven flower judges and twenty- 
three vegetable judges composing the 
A.A.S. Council. This Council is the 
governing board of the A.A\S., electing 
new judges, determining requisites for 
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GIANTS AND MINIATURES 
DOUBLES AND DRAGONS 


Write for the most comprehensiv 
ah catalog efalltypegladsintheU S.A. 





DONE, MINNESOTA 





Nurseries 
CATALOG-—375 OFFERS! 


Roses Galore! 


” 48 pages of money-saving Nursery- 
To- You deals, including 14 pages of 
roses in full color—70 varieties. Cal- 
ifornia mountain grown for extra 
hardiness! Big Neosho catalog and 
gardener’s handvook also shows 
Fruits, Ornamentals, Shade 
anything you wat—in full natural 
color! Every plant GUARANTEED. 
Free Catalog: write for yours today! 


NEOSHO NURSERIES CO. 


Weoe 












271 Spring St 
Neosho, Mo 





Buble - Dabupe Mirtiunre 


OGtabioLus 29° 


50th anniversary offer  Yi-06 
Size % to one inch across “‘Not Bulblets.”” Guaranteed 
to bloom this summer. 10 or more varieties in this 
Bulb, Plant & Seed Catalog 


mixture, Send 25c in coin for this FREE 
CONDON BROS. SEEDSMEN n22%:.2 


GOOD GROWING 








THE PLANT HORMONE POWDER 


Multiply your roses ... all your flowers 
this quick, sure way 


So easy, too! Just dust your cuttings with 
this magic, lifegiving powder and presto! 
roots take hold and grow strong and healthy 
—almost while you watch. And you'll lose 
far fewer cuttings from disease—thanks to 
Rootone’s wondrous help. The added fungi- 
cide provides still further protection, since 
it controls damping-off and other soil-borne 
diseases. Professional gardeners and nurs- 
erymen rely on Rootone. Make their secret 


yours and enjoy their results. 
Y-oz. packet 25¢ 2-oz. jar $1 


At garden-supply and hardware stores 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO. 


| SECRET EE 
eley GERMINATION! 


vee") 


HORTICULTURAL MILLED 


Wature’s Finest Growing 
Medium for All Types of 
SEEDS, BULBS, PLANTS 


Agri. as well as hundreds of pro- 


© Eliminates damping cft fessiona! nuserymen everywhere. 

and other plant diseases. 

@ Assures simost 100% 
seed germination. 


@ No over - watering dan 
ger. 


Package of “Nodampoff” Moss 

will fil from 8 to 12 flower 

pots or several flats. 

— bag, shipped anywhere 
in continental United States. 


$1.25 postpaid 


@ Grows iremendous roota. 
@ Growth can be hastened 
or retarded as needed. 


Pr fool-proof ! 
ae y-y impossible 


Coming in February 


HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO ROSES 


We've called on the foremost 
rose experts to tell how to plant 
and grow and maintain roses, 
what roses do best in special re- 
gions and locations, how to de- 
sign rose gardens, what tools the 
rose gardener needs. 

Our artists have prepared draw- 
ings and charts of rose types and 
their uses . . . a “save-for-refer- 
ence” feature. 

We’ve visited the noted actress, 
Helen Hayes, to get the story of 
her rose garden and her affection 
for roses. 

We’ve attended a typical rose 
show, and captured the excite- 
ment of the event in a picture 
story. 

There are many other features 
in February, too, on Gladiolus 
and Tuberous Begonias, Vege- 
tables, Fruits, Water Gardens 
and Landscape Design - - - but 
mostly, February is a rose issue. 
We hope you'll like it. 


Flower Grower 
The Home Garden Magazine 
FOR FEBRUARY 


Look for it in your mailbox or at your 
favorite newsstand or garden store. 
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awards, and, more recently, electing nine 
directors to handle the business end of 
A.A.S. A President and a Vice-Presi- 
dent have been elected each year since 
1940, and the former Chairman was 
elected Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
and director of public information. Ex- 
cept for entry fees, which are now $40 
(not required of public institutions), 
financing is from voluntary subscrip- 
tions. Neither judges nor officers re- 
ceive remuneration. 

Seed samples of each entry are sent 
by the Secretary to each judge, and 
two years are allowed for a fair trial 
on each entry. The seeds are sent in 
All-America trial packets, identified by 
number only. 

No seeds, cuttings, pollen or other 
reproductive material may be used, 
saved or transported from any entry 
under trial. However, all trial grounds 
are open to public inspection, and 
judges are glad to answer questions and 
explain methods of rating and point 
scoring. They welcome comments and 
opinions of visitors which might be 
helpful in determining the desirability 
and the likely popularity of a brand new 
variety. 

The judges’ reports, including voting 
points, recommendations for garden or 
commercial use or both, maximum 
award (if any), repeat trial requests and 
descriptions of each entry are sent to 
the Secretary at the end of the season. 
In January the nine directors meet in 
Chicago to go over the tabulation of 
points and recommendations of the 
judges. 

The awards include bronze, silver 
and gold medals, although an entry 
seldom wins the highest award. In 1948 
there was a gold-medal winner—the first 
in ten years. 

It is a requirement for award that 
there shall be a reasonable amount of 
seed available for wide wholesale dis- 
tribution, and that all seed houses may 
have equal opportunity to obtain seeds. 
If the seed is not available, the award is 
held over until the next year. 

A.A.S. annual council meetings are 
held each June, with a January semi- 
annual meeting. Everyone interested in 
gardening is invited to attend and to 
take active part in the discussions. Sug- 
gestions are welcomed for the perfecting 
of this only accepted testing and screen- 
ing of new seed varieties from around 
the world. 

Fire DANCE petunia is the only new 
All-America flower for 1956, and GoLp 
Pak carrot is the only 1956 vegetable 
winner (both shown on the cover). 
Many gardeners were disappointed last 
spring because of the huge demand and 
early sellout of the 1955 winners. To 
be sure of getting the 1956 winners for 
your garden, order early from your 
favorite seed supply house. 

—W. Ray HAsTINGs 


NEXT MONTH: HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO ROSES 











SPECIAL! 


OREGON 


GUDS 10): 


ONLY 


Famous, highly-prized John Bastian gladioius at 
tremendous savings in Lloyd's $5 bargain box! 
Each Bargain Box has 50 selected bulbs of high- 
est John Bastian quality—exotic color combina- 
tions and softest pastels. These bulbs usually sell 
from 15c to 35c each. Sent to you anywhere in 
the U. S. and as a gift to your friends with card, 


pie oy Order BARGAIN BOX — 
"ir 50 gas Now.aty 


Shipped postpan Send 
Lipo: 


Hoy. 2, GLADSTONE, Gardens 


hele) 


WANT A COPY OF 
THE WORLD’S MOST 
BEAUTIFUL FLOWER 
SEED CATALOG? write 


ToDay FOR SEED craft! 
GEO. J. BALL, INC. 


Dept. FG-56 
WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
WHERE YOUR FLORIST BUYS HIS SEED 








This beautiful catalog 
answers all 
, your questions 








Nowhere can you gt = 
— as Vaughan’s Gardening Illustrated, pub- 
ished since 1876. The beautiful 96-page book 
lists the finest flowers, plants and vegetables 
available—the excit mew varieties and har4- 
to-find old favorites. It tells home gardeners how 
to grow them su lly, describes and prices 
the chemicals, em ome gg and pesticides neces- 
— > for food pares ning 

i "s has 


arden catalog so com- 





d florists and 
professional growers all over the “country with the 
highest quality bulbs, seeds and plants. For 70 
years Vaughar’s Gardening uatreted has been 
a complete, authoritative handb for 
peeteanss. You could not buy so ” complete and 

autiful a book on rdening, but a post card 
will bring it to you FREE. 


SPECIAL—Giant Cactus-flowered Hybrid Zinnias Mixed 
Flowers 5 in. or more on bushy 3-ft. plants have 
quilled or curled petals arr like Cactus Dahl- 
ias. Soft, vivid colors include reds, pinks, 

yellow and biends. Ra idly becoming most copier 
zinnia strain. Pkt. (25¢ value) with catalog, 10°. 


VAUGHAN’S SEED STORE 
Dent. 11, 610 W. Jackson Bivd-. Chicas 6 IH 


Y. 
- Please pA Codeaiee Miustrated” FREE. 
Enclosed is 10¢ for pkt. Giant Cactus Zinnias. 


Name 


Address. 





















DISCOVER these 


plants available today than at 

any time since the Victorian era. 
The great expansion in the inventory 
has been made during the past ten years 
or so, and the quest continues for plants 
that will endure the hot, dry heat of 
modern homes. New plants have been 
found and old ones tested and reintro- 
duced. Some are grown for their flow- 
ers, but most are grown for their foliage 
which so effectively brings charm to 
modern interiors. 

Here are a few of the highlight plants 
of the past decade. Some are readily 
available, others are still not too easy 
to find. Yet, all are worth knowing. 

The agiaonemas are an important 
group of plants for use in modern 


ey HERE IS A LARGER variety of house 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY A. B. CRAP 


Episcia cupreata acajou 


homes. The Chinese evergreen (Agla- 
onema modestum) is probably the best 
known. There is also A. simplex which 
I introduced from Java in 1951. Its 
upright leaves are darker and more nu- 
merous than those of the Chinese ever- 
green. There are now several colorful 
varieties of other species: A. commuta- 
tum albo-variegatum not only has the 
excellent silvery markings of its parent, 
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Cryptanthus roseus pictus 


but its petioles and stem are white, and 
A. commutatum tricolor, has leaf stems 
which are an attractive pink. Both tol- 
erate poor light, and red berries develop 
after flowering. A. Treubi has narrow 
leaves with a Nile-green design. Most 
promising for the future is the striking 
A. pseudo-bracteatum which is elegant 
and free in growth. Its leaves are a Nile- 
green, variegated yellow. 

Alocasias, exotic and beautiful, gen- 
erally do not keep too well in heated 
houses as they need humidity, but as a 
result of breeding, new hybrids have 
been developed that tend to be more 
sturdy as well as bushy. Mauro of 
Miami gave us the promising Alocasia 
amazonica, a hybrid of the lobed A. 
Sanderiana x A. Lowi grandis. Its 
leaves are very dark green, with con- 
trasting white veins and a scalloped 
white margin. 

Anthuriums are a, beloved family 
with a long history. The large-flowered 
Anthurium Andreanum is well known 
and has been much hybridized, particu- 
larly in Hawaii, ‘so that today we have 
anthuriums with large white, pink, 
salmon and deep red spathes. The aim 
in this hybridizing has also been for a 
less prominent and dipping spadix. A 
variety called Anriras, from Colombia, 
has a waxy, flesh-pink spathe and its 
leaves are arrow-shaped. Other inter- 
esting leaf forms are found in A. elegans 
which has nine-fingered leaves and in 
A. Forgeti which has a velvety peltate 
leaf with silver veining. The queenly 
A. Veitchi, with its long tapering leaves, 


growing to 3 feet long, its nerves deeply 
sunk and curiously curved, is rarely 
seen but is now available because seed 
developed on a plant at the New York 
Botanical Garden a few years ago. 

Caladiums make excellent house 
plants once they get over the change 
from greenhouse to home conditions. 
Many new ones have been created in 
Florida such as the one Joyner named 
RoeuR’s DAwn, which has white foli- 
age with pink rather than green ribs. 
There are now a number of new arrow- 
shaped types including an attractive 
white called TAMPA. 

Diffenbachias seem to like warm 
rooms once they make the adjustment 
from their former home in a greenhouse. 
For color the gold Rupy RoEHRs in- 
troduced in 1937 is probably unsur- 
passed, but Florida is now propagating 
the colorful Dieffenbachia arvida which 
has a smaller leaf than Rupy ROEHRS 
but which has a cream-white variegation 
similar to D. Hoffmani. There are 
others that space does not permit men- 
tioning, but for really large plants, the 
lead is held by D. amoena with dark 
green leathery leaves and white feather- 
ing. This sturdy species was found in 
Colombia in 1948 by Walter Singer of 
the New York Botanical Garden and 
has since been produced in large quan- 
tities by a Florida nursery. 

Philodendrons are probably the best- 











by ALFRED BYRD GRAF 


newer house plants 


known house plants today, but few 
people realize that there are now more 
than 100 species in cultivation, mostly 
from tropical America. In the South, 
the large self-heading (non-climbing) 
types have found much favor. Philo- 
dendron Eichleri, with large scalloped 
elephant-ear leaves, P. Fosterianum, a 
hybrid, and the deeply lobed P. bipin- 
natifidum are very showy foliage plants 
for use indoors where space is available. 
Smaller than these but also heading 
types are P. Wendlandi, known as the 
bird’s-nest because its leaves are ar- 
ranged in a rosette, and P. Lynette, 
which is similar to it but with depressed 
ribs. Climbing philodendrons are more 
commonly found. In the past decade 
the ever-popular and well-known Philo- 
dendron cordatum has been given com- 
petition by P. panduriforme, P. pittieri, 
P. cruentum and P. sodiroi and several 
others. All are distinctive and worth 
growing. 

Syngoniums, also known as nephthy- 
tis, like to creep upward and, in time, 
their arrow-shaped leaves are followed 
by divided leaves. From Central 
America came several variegated forms: 
Syngonium Wendlandi has _ velvety 
emerald-green leaves and silver veinings. 
S. Hoffmani has a smooth grayish- 
green leaf with silver center, and S. 
xanthophilum, known as GREEN GOLD, 
has smooth leaves with ivory variega- 
tion in the center. S. erithrophyllum is 
a vine with small coppery leaves cov- 
ered with tiny pink dots. 

Spathiphyllums, close relatives of an- 
thuriums, are much less demanding in 
their requirements and have glossy dark 
green leaves and produce large flag-like 
spathes that are usually white. S. Fried- 
richsthali is a willing grower and has 
a pale green spathe and white spadix. 
Its little sister, S. floribundum, stays 
dwarf and has short leathery leaves and 
a white spathe. 

Scindapsus, better known as pothos, 
will thrive in a warm room. Highly 
colored sports have been introduced in 
the last few years, including GOLDEN 
PoruHos and SILVER MARBLE, the latter 
being predominently white. 

Begonias are old-time favorites and 
there are just a few new ones I would 


like to mention. The coming of the 
miniature Begonia Boweri from Mexico, 
with its apple-green leaf having choco- 
late “stitching” along its edge, has been 
followed by similar types called Bow- 
ARIOLA, Bow-NiGRA and STITCHLEAF. 


Maranta Verchoveaux 


The showy Rex not only gives us new 
hybrids, such as the colorful MERRY 
CHRISTMAS and the oak-leaved Can- 
Can, but we now have climbing Rex in 
AXEL LANGE. It has satiny. olive-green 
leaves with a dark center and silvery 
blotches. B. strigilosa has yellow-green 
kidney-shaped leaves touched with choc- 
olate. Even more fetching will be the 
new begonia that has many Nile-green, 
star-like translucent leaves which show 
to advantage when placed before a light. 
This is being introduced by Arndt under 
the name CLEOPATRA. Among the 
heavier and rough-leaved types there is 
now IRON Cross. It has large roundish, 
green and silver leaves with a bold 
design in brown that resembles a cross. 

Bromeliads are certainly not new but 
in the past decade they have been gain- 
ing deserved attention. Here is a family 
of plants that seems to like steam-heated 
rooms. Most of them are air plants 
and have both brightly colored foliage 
and flowers. Strikingly new are some of 
the cryptanthus, or earth stars. Cryp- 
tanthus bromeloides tricolor is striped 
lengthwise in green, ivory-white and 
carmine-rose. The reddish-brown C, 
Fosterianus is marked with grayish 


zebra crossbands like C. zonatus, but its 
leavis are thicker and stiffer. Neoregelia 
curolinae tricolor, from Belgium, is 
strikingly banded lengthwise in ivory 
am! it forms a crimson center cup with 
lavender flowers. Of the billbergias 
there is the highly variegated one known 
as FANTASIA, and mention must be 
made of Aechmea fasciata, a white 
variegated form, and also the varieties 
of aechmea known as FosTer’s Favor- 
ITE and Roya Wine. Both of the latter 
have pendant spikes of blue flowers 
followed by blue berries. 

Ferns don’t make the best house 
plants since they require a cool and 
moist atmosphere—difficult, if not im- 
possible, to provide in a home. Lovers 
of the Boston fern will find a great im- 
provement in Nephrolepis Hilli. It is 
a strong grower with upright, ruffied 
and plumy fronds. In staghorn ferns 
there is an upright species which is suit- 
able for pots, Platycerium diversifolius. 

Gesneriads, contrary to an oid belief, 
do quite well in today’s homes. Witness 
the beloved African-violet.. Space does 
not allow mention of the many meritori- 
ous new hybrids, but the following must 
be named. Singles of note over the past 
few years are: MENTOR Boy, CONFED- 
ERATE BEAUTY, LaDy GENEVA, ROEHR’S 








BLUE SAIL, PINK WONDER, PINK FAN- 
TASY, PINK CHEER, FISCHER’s PINK 
FRINGETTE and SNOW PRINCE. 

Of recent years the trend has been 
toward the long-lasting doubles and 
good ones are: DoUBLE DELIGHT, BLUE 
PEAK, ORCHID SUNSET, QUEEN’S CUSH- 
ION, AZURE BEAUTY, WHITE MADONNA, 
PINK ROCKET, DoUBLE ARBUTUS, PINK 
PuFF, OnIo BOUNTIFUL, PINK CLoup _ than the older ones, and Colonel Pullen 
and PINK ACHIEVEMENT. of Louisiana is bringing out new com- 

Episcias, the so-called flame-violets, pact, free-blooming tetraploids with 
are important members of the gesneria more flower petals than the older 
family, also. Attractive and tempting as__varieties. 

-— they are, they must yet prove themselves Ivy has always been popular, ‘but in 
Ne ered ae Bebe ates, Sark Pur. as good house plants. Wilson has in- the past ten years or so several new 
$4.95). troduced several colorful ones such as_ small-leaved variegated forms have been 
AFRICAN VIOLET Cataloz Episcia lilacinum FANNIE HAAGE, with introduced. All are apparently hardy 

es en” new to stow your brownish leaves that are silvery-green in the New York area but they also 

vith bloom! Many pictured, at the center and with lilac-blue flowers. make good house plants. JUBILEE, 

beginners and for coliectors! E. cupreata Frosty, whose leaves have variegated white, is probably best. Slow- 

Tee ane a shimmering silver overlay on emerald growing, it branches freely into a shapely 

green, has cinnabar-red flowers. plant. GLACIER also has good variega- 

Sinningias, the forerunners of the tion, and HAHN’s VARIEGATED, with thin 


large-flowered gloxinia of today, can 
still hold their own in the beautiful 
species Sinningia reginae whose leaves 
are veined a silver-gray and whose slip- 
per-like flowers are purplish-violet. The 
horticultural gloxinias have amazed me 
by their keeping quality in the house. 
The new types, such as WANDSBEK BLUT 
and SWITZERLAND, have smaller leaves 


AFRICAN | 
VIOLETS 


We specialize in 

African Violets 

—exciusively! 

if you want violets 

— without aA nis 

Dering pla nts at J ar roe 

will wreach you in fine growing condition without 


break: send US yout trial order! Plants like 
this $10 00 cash postpal 


Special Offer 
(Early coring shipment . . . growing 
instructions free) 
To prove to you that our plants arrive in fine 
tpaid and guaran- 
in bloom and 











—— 
SPOUTZ “Viocer’ GREENHOUSES 
34300 Moravian Drive Fraser, Michigan 
“We specialize in choice varieties” 


Nun’s Orchid 


(Phaius grandifolius) 

Perfect houseplant. 
Grows in shade and 
soil. Many beautiful 
brown and_ white 
flowers each 3 inches 
wide. Properly pot- 
ted, free growing in- 
structions. 


TO BLOOM 
THIS WINTER 
$8.45 postpaid 


CATALOG ORCHIDS & HOUSEPLANTS 25¢ 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 
Rt 6 Box 77-FJ Jacksonville 7, Fla. 


COMPOST 
50c A TON 














A terrarium 
can be fun 


by WALTER SINGER 


NEW YORK BOTANICAL CARDEN 


1 ERRARIUMS can be an entire for- 
est or jungle—an imaginative 
composition in textures and pat- 
terns—a living garden which you can 
easily create to suit your fancy. Best 
of all they do well in even the stuffiest 
apartment and will go on giving 
pleasure for months—even years. The 
materials needed are few and inexpen- 
sive. Take a glass jar or fish bowl, 
sand and peat, a bit of charcoal, a few 
homemade tools, plants from the store 
or woods, rocks and moss; conjure up 
some imagination and a little patience 
and suddenly you have a beautiful 
indoor garden! 


9 Small-sized plants in pots are ex- 

cellent as they are well estab- 
lished. It may be necessary to reduce 
the size of the root ball, but this won't 
injure the plants too much. Use taller 
plants at the back and more compact 
ones in the foreground. 





WALTER SINGER 





Send only $1. dp gg Reg 
two tons, plus com instructions including 
“SECRETS OF SAWDUST" and 

booklet, "GARDENING IN GOD'S WAY." 
ORDER BY MAIL TODAY. We pay delivery. 


BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. BA-17 Towson, ofl 


WINTER 


PROTECTION. 
, 








Csi: GREENHOUSE 


Let your plants thrive thru the winter. Grow out-of- 
season flowers. Lighten the dark winter days with 
an Exyrected Greenhouse. Many exclusive features 
and automatic equipment. Write for free catalog. 


TEXAS G GREENHOUSE CoO. 


1508 W. Rosedale Fort Worth, Texas 





l A handy tool can be made from 

two slender pieces of bamboo 
bound together at one end. Soil should 
be light and porous—mostly peat and 
a few pieces of charcoal. Note soil 
has been built up higher in the back 
to display plants better. 


3 The completed terrarium with ivy, 
oxalis, strawberry-begonia, epi- 
scia and peperomia. Avoid bright sun 
and do not overwater. To conserve 
moisture cover jar with glass but 
partially remove when drops of mois- 
ture form on the glass. 
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white edge, is freer growing, making 
long vines. WILLIAMSIANA is lovely with 
its crisped white edge. The arborescent 
form of the variegated large-leaved A\l- 
gerian ivy, recently introduced by Sole- 
dad as GHost TREE Ivy, promises to be 
a nice pot plant, as its leathery leaves 
keep exceedingly well. 

Of the many new green ivies for 
homes, mention must be made of 
WEBER’S CALIFORNIA, SHAMROCK, CUR- 
LILOCKS and the promising 238TH 
STREET found by T. H. Everett of the 
New York Botanical Garden in a New 
York church yard. It is hardy outdoors 
and its growth is neatly horizontal. Re- 
lated to the ivies is the tree-like Fat- 
shedera Lizei, the ivy tree, and a white 
variegated form has come into some 
prominence recently. Fatshederas do 
better on a cool porch than in a hot 
living room. 

Cissus antartica minima is Manda’s 
free-branching dwarf sport of the old 
favorite, kangaroo vine. C. amazonica 
is another species having narrow silvery 
leaves and C. crosa from Puerto Rico 
has glossy green foliage. Piper porphy- 
rophyllum is beautiful. Its heart-shaped 
dark olive and velvety leaves are spotted 
pink, its reverse and stem a purple-red. 
Coleus are not often thought of as house 
plants, but the trailing Lorp FALMOUTH 
holds much promise. 


Aphelandras have been much de- 
veloped in Europe and their culture has 
recently been started here. Their wiry 
leaves are often beautifully veined, such 
as in Aphelandra squarrosa and A. fas- 
cinator, or the flowers are a showy 
orange-scarlet such as is found in A. 
aurantiaca. 

Aucuba has a golden leaf form in the 
new GOLDIANA which will grow well in 
a cool place. There is now a gorgeous 
new stepladder plant in Costus san- 
guineus, with silver veined gray velvety 
leaves that are blood red beneath. 

Crotons, noted for their dramatically 
colored foliage, do not generally keep 
well in a living room, but HAHN’s 
APPLELEAF is an exception. Crossandra, 
from India, has glowing salmon flowers 
and waxy deep green leaves. The new 
species of umbrella plant (Cyperus dif- 
fusus) has a compact bushy growth and 
was brought here from England by T. 
H. Everett. In the dracaena group we 
will see more of dwarf “red dracaena” 
or Cordyline terminalis BaBy T. with 
straplike narrow leaves. In_ rubber 
plants, the broad-leaved Ficus decora is 
becoming important. It is distinguished 
by its sunken veins and ivory midrib. 
New is F. petiolaris, with cordate bluish 
leaves and pink veins. 

Marantas have adapted themselves as 
house plants better than I believed pos- 


sible. Striking as a peacock feather is 
Calathea Makoyana. Its roundish 
leaves, red underneath, are borne up- 
right and display olive peacock feather- 
ing. They also have translucent “win- 
dows.” Maranta Massangeana is a low- 
growing prayer plant with flat showy 
leaves having a silvery feather design 
and chocolate blotches on steel green. 

A bright new star in palms is the 
dwarf and graceful Chamaedorea ele- 
gans (Neanthe bella) from Central 
America. It bas feathery leaves. Many 
new peperomias have lately been found. 
Among the best belong the variegated 
Peperomia scandens, P. hederifolia, 
which is a compact bushy plant whose 
rounded leaves are covered with silver 
gray, and from the upper Amazon | 
brought back what I believe to be P. 
Verschaffelti. Its cordate leaves have 
broad silver stripes running down their 
length. Pilea Cardieri, from Indo-China, 
known as the aluminum plant, is rather 
new, yet it will become better known 
shortly because it propagates and grows 
rapidly. 

The strawberry geranium (Saxifraga 
sarmentosa), is well known, but quite 
recently its variety tricolor was brought 
here from Europe and it is now grown 
in this country with some success. Its 
rounded foliage is beautifully variegated 
white and bordered red.® 
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Krider 
NURSERIES, Ync. 
QUALITY NURSERY STOCK 


Write for 


MIDDLEBURY, INDIANA 


Beautiful 64 page book 


“GLORIES of the GARDEN” 


AMERICA’S HELPFUL GARDEN BOOK 


FREE 


THE HOME OF GOOD ROSES 
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FOR YOUR ARRANGEMENT SCRAPBOOK 


In an Italian villa, a devotee enjoys 


Japanese arrangements 


HEN I LEARNED that Ellen Gor- f= ee era 
W don Allen was in Rome I was ; 2 tie ‘ ae : 
curious to know how this de- 
votee of Japanese flower arrangement 
would adapt her art to a Roman villa. 
How would a graduate of both Houn 
Ohara’s and Koshi Tsujii’s schools of 
flower arrangement use flowers in a set- 
ting so different from that of Japan 
where flowers are placed in the tradi- 
tional Tokonoma—an alcove specially 
built for the flower arrangement? Would 
she find Japanese flower arrangement 
too sensitive for large Italian rooms 
with high ceilings, dark interiors and 
overscaled Italian furnishings? So, when 
I was in Rome I went to the Villa 
Madonella. 

My curiosity was fired as I rode along 

the old roads of Rome lined with bloom- 
ing oleanders, past the ruins of the 
forum and the remnants of the baths of 
Caraculla, and turned into the narrow oh 
unpaved lane which was walled on fae 
either side to shield the Villa Madonella. 
Could there be a greater contrast be- 
tween the powerful Italian architecture 
and traditional Japanese restrained en- 
vironment? As I was admitted into the 
villa any idea of incongruity was im- 
mediately dispelled. The setting was il le SS ous 
just as I had imagined. It was a great ABOVE: A graceful line arrangement using pine bough and roses. 
hall with a tremendously high ceiling 
frescoed with decorative paintings of 
lily blossoms and laurel leaves on rich BELOW: A single auratum lily against dark-brown magnolia leaves. 
terra cotta. The side walls were plain. Perr. Eee —— 
The hall was furnished with a huge 
Italian credenza which was beautifully 
enhanced by a great cluster of lilies 
stretching upward against a gloriously 
tall and rugged tree branch high above 
my head. An Oriental altar cloth in 
softly colored gold silk hung above the 
credenza, adding richness to the severe 
wall. The massive furniture was bal- 
anced by the line and strength of the 
flower arrangement. 

Mrs. Allen has boundless enthusiasm 
and warmth of spirit. She loves modern 
Japanese flower arrangement and easily 
convinces one of its adaptability to any 
setting. Her cleverly stylized arrange- 
ment for a low table in the living room 
revealed the artist’s sensitivity. The 
heavy stucco walls, hooded fireplace and 
massive walnut furnishings were echoed 
in an arrangement of dark-brown mag- 
nolia leaves with one handsome auratum 
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lily placed in a rough-textured beige 
pottery bowl. All emphasis was on the 
flower. With many types of flowers 
Mrs. Allen generously illustrated the 
flexibility of Japanese flower arrange- 
ment. She made the delicate ar- 
rangement of roses with a pine branch 
to show the importance of uniting the 
material at the mouth of a vase to in- 
dicate the “center of growth” of the 
design—a must in Japanese flower 
arrangement. Here the greater empha- 
sis is on the branch. 

Mrs. Allen uses any available flowers. 
She finds that flowers from the Roman 
market are sold when freshly cut and 
are apt to wilt rapidly, so her enormous 
garden fountain provides an ideal pool 
for home conditioning. Her garden is 
elevated from the surroundings beyond, 
and from the farther end one can see 
the baths of Caraculla where, during the 
summer months, operas are presented 
on a gigantic stage built below the high 
rugged ruins. In this magnificent gar- 
den setting overlooking the stage scene 
of Roman soldiers, early Christian 
martyrs, and even lions, Mrs. Allen and 
her family can sit on their villa terrace 
bathed in moonlight and listen to great 
music. This is a truly inspiring ex- 
perience for this creative designer. 

Mrs. Allen is author of Japanese 
Flower Arrangement, A Complete 
Primer, published by National Council 





Mrs. Allen uses gnarled branch to give 
delicate blooms an _ ethereal quality. 


Books. Graphically illustrated, the book 
encompasses all styles of Japanese ar- 
rangement. While in Rome she has held 
classes for wives of diplomats from all 
over the world. Roman columnists ex- 
pressed a keen desire to know more 
about this art and urged her to enlarge 
her classes. Ceramic artists in Rome 
have copied her Japanese containers. 
For anyone who feels that Japanese 
traditional arrangement is too confined 
Mrs. Allen points to the modernistic 
style, revolutionary, but in tune with 
present day trends. 

—MARGET COCHRANE COLE 
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RARE ENGLISH 
FLOWER SEEDS 






1956 CATALOGUE the most- ee gree ge 
— Nearly 5,000 different kinds 

wer seeds offered and described. Neaite 
a book of reference. Includes an up-to-date 
collection of the best-herbaceous peren- 
nials. Also a —_~ collection of Alpines 
and Shrub seeds. Fully coloured illustrated 
CATALOGUE ready end of December. 25 
cents on application to 


Thompson & Morgan, Ltd. ie: 


IPSWICH ENGLAND 
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all LABELED 10; 
FERN HARANAN Nursery 
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For more gardening pleasure the year round, read 
FLOWER GROWER—America’s favorite gardening aid 


BURPEE SEEDS GROW 


Enjoy Gorgeous New Flowers 
from Burpee’s Floradale Farms 
where new flowers are created 

These lovely new flowers will quick- 
ly surround your home with beauty 
—fast growing, lavish blooming, long 
lasting. You’ll ave a orgeous garden, 
plenty of bouquets all season long. 


You'll revel in Burpee Giant H a 
Zinmas, Giant — Sna nh 
Extra Early Asters, Hybri Petunias 
and Marigolds, hun more. 


Famous Burpee Hybrid Vegetables 
More a now grow vegetables, 
treat their families to extra delicious 
meals—healthful, vitamin-rich, both 
arden-fresh and for freezing. Thenew 
urpee Hybrids make gardening eas- 
ier, provide higher quality, produce 
more food, bear earlier and longer. 


Burpee’s Seed Catalog Free 
le ie nae this valuable big book 
their guide to a better garden. To have the best 
garden, plant the best seeds. Many of the choic- 
est kinds are Burpee’s own creations. 
Big $10,000 Offer—join the marigold treasure 
hunt, read how to earn $10,000 in Gaeaunden 
Money-saving on most every page. 
80th ANNIVERSARY GIFT— with your Burpee Seed 
Catalog "Il also receive the same 25c-Pkt. of 
new R Red Marigold seeds we're mailing 
to all Burpee customers this year. 
“a postcard, letter or coupon NOW. 
Atlee Burpee Co., 499 
Phiiadeiphia’ Pa = hoton, lewe = Calif. 































A Whole Ga Gardontul 


- oe HALF ene 


Nearest-to-White Marigolds, for Lim 
$10,000 treasure hunt. 25e-Pkt. 

Kismet Giant Zinnias, Persian red,a W 
new color in the Hybrids. 25¢e-Pkt. 


Burpeeana Extra Asters, all 
Ee ee 25e-Pkt = oe oe oe — oo oe oe 
Tetra Giant Ruffled Snapdragons, eae oy yey sy ty 

bigger flowers, all colors. 25¢-Pkt. Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, cate 


4 

Send Burpee’s new Seed with Special 

Tetra Sweet Alyssum, Snowdrift, eee 

sonnel ers white. 25e-PKt : CJ 80th Anniversary Gift, both and te ace 
i 


woke Send Greatest Seed Off. made b: ; 
Crown Jewels Petunias, brilliant 7 Finest New Flowers (4808). 7 Pkts., $1.75 valoe. I 
= , hy’ vigor. 25e-Pkt. (Enclose $1 bill, at our risk: ) 
Liccereminea “seePer > ’ : 


$1.75 Value for only I Nome....... CORO O Sere ee eee rere eeeeeeseeeseseeeseeseeeees i 
7 Packets—the Greatest Seed =F 1 
Offer Ever Made by Burpee § St. of R.D......4. ocd pancneqeteptpaannnl wetas dcbdveseas. ' 





t I 
Ae Pine a: ae Zone... . State... ....+.5> 
— oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee oe ee ee ee oe ee oe oe 
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Lady 
Washington 
GERANIUMS 


Spring blooming. Order 
now to “grow on”. 24 
Varieties in Catalog, Reds, 
Pink, Purple, White. 


5 = $2 
WRITE FOR NEW 
1956 FREE CATALOG 


WILSON BROS. 





P. O. Box 48-A 
Roachdale, Ind. 
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WANT A COPY OF 
THE WORLD’S MOST 
BEAUTIFUL FLOWER 
SEED CATALOG? write 


ropay For SEEDcraft! 
GEO. J. BALL, INC. 


Dept. FG-46 
WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
WHERE YOUR FLORIST BUYS HIS SEED 














YO Qts. STRAWBERRIES 


flers 


to @ ¢ustomer Order 
FREE Garden Catalog. 
EMLONG’S, Box 29, Stevensville, Mich. 
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from this ad today 
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Winter houseclean ing 
in the greenhouse 


by MARION DULLES 


a general leisurely greenhouse clean- 

ing. The first free morning after the 
turn of the year usually finds me sur- 
veying my small green domain with a 
far more critical eye than usual. After 
a certain neglect during the holiday 
season, I see every withered leaf and 
every faded flower, packed soil that 
needs stirring, leggy shoots that should 
be pinched back, crowded plants that 
should be thinned. Once started down 
the nearest bench, I am soon involved 
in a dozen different operations. 

Some plants are set aside for re- 
potting. January may not be the ideal 
time for this in many cases. I would not 
disturb a plant in full bloom nor one 
that was completely dormant. I have 
come to the unorthodox conclusion, 
however, that the time to repot is when 
a plant needs repotting and I have the 
leisure to do it, providing the plant is 
in active growth so that its roots will 
take hold in the new soil. This materi- 
ally reduces the necessary work later in 
the spring. It also catches those plants 
which have been overlooked during the 
equally busy rush of autumn activities. 

When a plant needs pruning to induce 
bushy growth or to keep it within 
bounds, it is often possible to use the 
discarded material for cuttings. Again, 
January is not the best time for every 
plant. There are a surprising number, 
however, which will root at almost any 
time of year, and a smaller number 
making new growth after flowering, for 
which January is the best time. 

Cuttings from any plant which has a 
tendency to form aerial roots, such as 
the Christmas cactus (Zygocactus trun- 
catus), kalanchoe, wax plant (Hoya 
carnosa) and the sedums; and such foli- 
age plants as coleus, philodendron and 
tradescantia will quickly form roots in 
damp sand at any season. Such cuttings 
will even root in water. Another group 
that forms new plants by runners can 
also be rooted in sand very easily. This 
includes the so-called “strawberry be- 
gonia” which is neither a strawberry nor 
a begonia, but rightly Saxifraga sarmen- 
tosa. The air plant bryophyllum whose 
Latin name means “sprouting leaf,” and 
the pick-a-back plant (Tolmiea men- 
ziesi) are easily propagated by leaves. 


J ‘secre IS A GOOD TIME to indulge in 
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Another operation that should be 
carried out ruthlessly at this time is 
that of thinning the plants in the 
benches. Even a seasoned grower is 
apt to forget how lavishly plants re- 
spond under glass. A bench may seem 
quite bare when small seedlings are first 
planted and still be too crowded a few 
weeks later. To insure good bloom 
there should be free circulation of air 
between plants, as well as adequate root 
space in the soil itself. Reluctant as one 
may be to discard healthy plants in 
January, it is very worthwhile. Certain 
annuals such as schizanthus and sal- 
piglossis or even the common forget- 
me-not, given ample space, bloom with 
such magnificence that they scarcely 
seem related to the same flowers grown 
outdoors. 

The January clean-up is also a good 
time to be on the look-out for pests. It 
is true that by careful examination of 
all material brought into the greenhouse 
and by using an all-purpose spray every 
two weeks or so, harmful insects can be 
kept at a minimum, especially in the 
cool house. If vigilance is relaxed, on 
the other hand, as it often is around 
Christmas time, it may be a different 
story. 

My own private war is mostly with 
the white fly and the black aphid. 
These minute creatures, winged in their 
adult form, continue to appear even 
when I am sure I have killed the last 
one. Once established—that is, ignored 
for the ten or twelve days it takes for 
eggs to mature—the geometric multi- 
plication makes anything short of dis- 
carding the infested plant a questionable 
procedure. If one is lucky enough to 
spy one or two on the first appearance, 
a spray containing nicotine or Malathion 
may do the trick. Forceful hosing with 
a fine nozzle can also be effective if 
care is taken to spray all the foliage in- 
cluding the undersides of leaves. This 
method should be used only when the 
sun is out and preferably in the morn- 
ing. For this reason, it is not so ad- 
visable during the grey days of winter 
when care must always be taken not 
to over water. 

With the benches in apple-pie order 
and the plants on the shelves groomed 
as well, I finally arrive at the work area 


FLOWER GROWER 











of the greenhouse. Here the neglect is 
likely to have been the worst of all. I 
may find not only a favorite slim trowel FO 4 
lost for weeks at the back of a cluttered 


helf, but bulbs th lanted, 

aan p tinge ae Sed eile wal a G R E E N H oO U s E 
f articles th 

belonged in the greenhouse in the fist GARDENING |. 


place. 

There may be a pyrex casserole, once 
used over a pot of seedlings to preserve 
moisture; a cookie tin found convenient 
when I wanted to water small pots from 
below; measuring spoons and mixing 
cups pressed into service for the exacting 
task of diluting insecticides or fertilizers. 
There may be knives which have cut 
materials no respectable knife should be 
asked to dull its edge on; a vegetable 
brush used to sprinkle foliage; or the 
vegetable kettle, brought out when I 
needed a big container in which to 
sterilize some soil for a few fussy seed- 
lings. 

By now several January mornings 
may have been spent on the job of 
cleaning up. When the surface of the 
table I use for potting is cleared, sup- 
plies checked and pots cleaned and 
stacked, I wash down the duck boards 
as a final gesture. Then I am ready 
once again to forget to be critical. My 
senses are assailed by the fragrance of se 
freesia, the glowing red of a favorite 
cyclamen and the first color showing in 
camellia buds. Especially if there is 
snow beyond the protecting glass, my 


satisfaction is as fresh as though I were Net a. Seni, acu New Sizes 


admiring my first display.@ 
New Styles 








Highest Rose Award ee 
o ge | oman tt TT New Lower 
a Prices 


If you’re a confirmed “green thumber”’ — use Orlyt year ‘round as a full- 
fledged greenhouse. Or — if you just want rest and relaxation — make 
Oriyt your sunny family room in winter — a cool screened porch in 
summer. 

Completely prefabricated. You can Build It Yourself — in sparkling alum- 
— inum or economical Redwood. Inexpensive — priced from under $300. 
THE TYLER COURIER-TIMES Convenient Payment Plan available. 

* The most coveted rose trophy, the 
J. Horace McFarland National 
Award, was presented this year to 
C. F. Garner, Newport News, Vir- 
ginia. The award was made at the 


annual convention of The American 

Rose Society which was held in con- LORD and 

junction with the National Rose 

Show at the. Tyler Garden Center, BURNHAM 

Tyler, Texas, from October 24-27. . 
Mr. Garner is shown with the Irvington, N.Y. 

award and the five roses which were Des Plaines, Ill. 

judged the best. They are from left St. Catharines, Ont. 

to right Peace, CRIMSON GLORY, 


DIAMOND JUBILEE, REX ANDERSON 
and OPERA. 
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Ten years of DISCOVERIES in horticultural science 


have been described as zany if 

he forecast that a chemical which 
was then only a laboratory curiosity 
would soon be manufactured by the 
millions of pounds to kill weeds. He 
would have been accused of “pipe- 
dreaming” if he said that plant hormones 
would soon be widely available which 
could do everything from speeding up 
a plant’s growth to slowing it down; 
from speeding root formation on cut- 
tings to preventing sprout formation on 
potatoes and onions in storage; from 
increasing the set of fruits on trees and 
vines to preventing the development of 
undesirable or unwanted fruits on trees. 
Yet today, in any garden supply store, 
gardeners can purchase these things that 
will do all of these jobs and more! 

Weed Killers—The laboratory curi- 
osity just referred to is known by the 
long chemical name 2,4-dichlorophe- 
noxyacetic acid—more popular and 
more pronounceable, 2,4-D. It is only 
about a dozen years now since Doctors 
P. W. Zimmerman and A. E. Hitchcock, 
working at the famous Boyce Thompson 
Institute for Plant Research in Yonkers, 
first told how this substance made 
broad-leaved plants behave peculiarly, 
whereas the narrow-leaved plants were 
largely insensitive to it. 

Broad-leaved plants sprayed with 
2,4-D responded almost immediately by 
going into contortions and then rapidly 
“growing themselves to death.” It was 
soon discovered that dandelions, plan- 
tain and other broad-leaved weeds in 
lawns could be destroyed with a single 
application of 2,4-D, while turf grasses 
growing nearby came through without 
damage. It was soon found that 2,4-D 
could also control broad-leaved weeds 
growing among narrow-leaved farm 
crops such as corn. 

This year at least 30 million pounds 
of 2,4-D will be used by farmers to 
control weeds in millions of acres of 


T* OR SO YEARS AGO one would 
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by P. P. PIRONE 


PLANT PATHOLOGIST, NEW YORK BOTANICAL CARDEN 


corn and small grains. A goodly num- 
ber of pounds will also be used by home 
gardeners to control broad-leaved weeds 
in their lawns. 

Another unusual weed killer, un- 
known ten years ago but now widely 
available to home gardeners, kills weeds 
before they even begin to grow. Known 
by the name Crag Herbicide 1, this 
pre-emergence weed killer not only kills 
weed seeds before or just after they ger- 
minate, but it does it in a very unusual 
way. When first applied to bare soil or 
to soil in which well-established garden 
plants are growing, it has a certain 
chemical structure. But it changes after 
soil microorganisms go to work on it. 
The organisms change it to.2,4-D, which 
then kills the weed seeds or weed seed- 
lings. Crag Herbicide 1 can also be 
used to kill crabgrass in lawns without 
seriously harming the desirable grasses. 

The newest crabgrass killer to be in- 
troduced is disodium methylarsonate 
sold under such trade names as 
Artox, Crab-E-Rad, Dimet, Sodar, and 
Weedone Crabgrass Killer L-850. 

Maleic hydrazide, or MH, is perhaps 
the most remarkable growth-regulating 
substance discovered within the last ten 
years. Actually it was known to chem- 
ists for more than 50 years but it was 
rediscovered only about eight years ago, 
at wh. ‘h time the first of its many un- 
usual capabilities was discovered. It 
was found capable of slowing down the 
growth rate of plants without causing 
any permanent harm. 

Perhaps the widest use to which MH 
has been put thus far is to slow down 
the growth of turf grasses and thus re- 
duce the number of mowings. Large 
grassy areas which receive little to no 
traffic, such as those along parkways 
and in cemeteries, have been success- 
fully treated with it. It is usually not 
recommended for treating home lawns 
that are heavily traveled but can be used 
on the out-of-the-way and difficult-to- 


mow areas along fences, adjacent to 
flower borders and beneath trees. 

Maleic hydrazide has also been used 
successfully to slow the growth of sev- 
eral kinds of hedges, thus reducing the 
number of clippings during the growing 
season. 

Here are other jobs this highly versa- 
tile chemical can do: prevent the forma- 
tion of highly undesirable fruits on 
ginkgo trees; control such highly pestifer- 
ous weeds as wild garlic; prevent the 
formation of suckers, or side shoots, on 
tobacco plants—suckers which formerly 
had to be removed by hand at great ex- 
pense; and lengthen the period that cut 
flowers can be kept in cold storage. 
For example, not only do greenhouse- 
grown roses hold up longer in storage, 
but the flowers last three days longer 
than untreated ones when they are used 
at home. 

Plastics have started to play an im- 
portant part in several phases of garden- 
ing. Granular types are available to aid 
in rooting of cuttings; large sheets are 
used to line greenhouse benches or to 
line the inside vf the greenhouse; smaller 
sheets are used to ship nursery stock; 
and special sheets are used to air-layer, 
or produce roots on stems. 

Synthetic soil conditioners were 
widely publicized just a few years ago. 
They quickly fell into disrepute, how- 
ever, because some unscrupulous manu- 
facturers marketed so-called “condition- 
ers” without adequate testing and at 
high prices. 

Gardeners using synthetic soil condi- 
tioners today have a better chance of 
succeeding with them because the few 
that are still available are manufactured 
by reliable concerns. But even these 
conditioners must be used exactly as di- 
rected on the kind of soil that is sus- 
ceptible to improvement. 

Soluble plant foods of high analysis, 
yet safe enough to apply directly to 
leaves, were practically unknown ten 














NOW!! A ROSE SO NEW! SO. SENSATIONAL! 
IT CREATED AN ENTIRELY NEW ROSE CLASS! 
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IMAGINE! BOTH ON ONE BUSH! 


¢ Huge Magnificent SINGLE BLOOMS on 
- Long Cutting Stems Like a HYBRID TEA 


¢ Spectacular CLUSTERS of Blooms 
All Season Long Like a FLORIBUNDA 


OVER 200 PRIZE WINNING 
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HYBRID TEA ROSES FROM A SINGLE BUSH 


UNMATCHED BY ANY OTHER ROSE! You'll thrill to a breathtaking new 


color in rases...a blend of soft carmine rose and dawn pink...and to large 


long-lasting, fragrant blooms royally framed by heavily textured, deep 
deep green foliage that covers the entire bush. You've never seen such-a 
rose miracle on one bush before — huge, perfect blooms borne regally single 
on long cutting stems. in the manner of the HYBRID TEA as well as gorgeous 


season-long clusters of blooms like the FLORIBUNDA 


UNANIMOUSLY ACCLAIMED by Rosarians in every state as the finest new rose 
ever grown. Winner of the PLANT-OF-THE-YEAR Trophy at California International 


Pat. No 


USE THIS AD WHEN YOU C&DER—Just Check ¥ Roses Wanted 
FREE! AMERICA’S MOST BEAUTIFUL ROSE & GARDEN BOOK 


Featuring Roses and all your favorite garden flowers, bulbs, seeds 


in full color. Check here [ 
GERMAIN’S, Dept. FG-1 
Nome 
Address_ 
Enclosed is $ 


GERMAINS 


SINCE 1871 





for your FREE copy. 
Los Angeles 21, Calif. 


SPs 


__. Send POSTPAID offers checked Vi above. 


LEADING ROSE 
DEALERS SELL 


GERMAIN’S 
PATENTED ROSES 


Flower Show and:-GOLD CERTIFICATE Winner at International Rose Test 
Gardens, Portland, Oregon in addition to its AARS 1955 award 


ORDER NOW! tes rcose van ey-20 


| Only $2075 |] 3 oni, $7.20 
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a 
WORLD’S FINEST ROSES IN SPECTACULAR 


COMBINATION OF GORGEOUS COLORS a 
Dazzling Display of Coral Pink, Glowing Red, Radiant Yellow 


CHRYSLER IMPERIAL SUN VALLEY 

Most Gorgeous Red Rose Only NON-FADING 

Ever Developed Yellow Rose in History! 
1953 AARS WINNER GLORIOUS '54 INTRODUCTION 
Perfectly formed crimson buds, Beautifully shaped buds open 
luscious green foliage and to true guinea golden blooms 
biggest, purest glowing red, that retain their brilliant yel- 
highly fragrant blooms ever low color even in brightest 
found in a rose. sunshine without fading! 


(_] Each, $2.50 ["] 3 for $6.60 [_] Each, $2.50 [_] 3 for $6.60 


ROSEDOM’S ROYAL 
COLLECTION 
Hundreds of Exquisite Blooms 
in A Rainbow of Colors— 
1 Ea. Queen Elizabeth Rose, 
Chrysler imperial Rose, and 


Sun Valley Rose 
Onty $ é 75 






[] ALL 3 ONLY 
(A $7.75 Value) 
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PALEFACE A lovely pure white F, Hybrid multiflora 


BALLET Blended mixture of the beautiful Grandifloras 
POW-WOW Blended mixture of the famous “Redskins” 

















Lovely New PETUNIAS 


FOR COLORFUL GARDENS IN ‘36 


Pan-American SEEDS, INC. very proudly presents 
FIRE DANCE, an ALL-AMERICA SELECTION for 1956; 
PALEFACE, the ALL-AMERICA for 1955; and two fine 
blended mixtures, BALLET and POW: WOW —all F., hybrids. 


ASK YOUR SEEDSMAN OR PLANTSMAN FOR THESE 
NEW VARIETIES. LOOK FOR THEM IN SEED DISPLAY 
RACKS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD STORE. 


FIRE DANCE FF, Hybrid Grandifilora Petunia. A new color combination in 
petunias. Bright rich salmon scarlet with a flashlight yellow throat. Flowers are 
well-fringed, ruffled and 3 to 4 inches across. Growing habit is semi-compact and 
dwarf yet vigorous. The outstanding color and fine qualities of FIRE DANCE 
resulted in an All-America Award for 1956. 


PALEFACE pF, Hybrid Multifiora Petunia. Pure white, medium sized, slightly 
ruffied flowers. Blooms in profusion, giving the effect of a solid mound of pure 
white. A top new variety. F; hybrid vigor and uniformity. Ideal for border or bed. 
12 to 16 inches high. This Ali-America Selection for 1955 is now more widely 
available this season. 


BALLET A blended mixture of Fi Hybrid Grandifioras. Comprises PETUNIA 
BALLERINA, a glowing salmon; BOLERO IMPROVED, bright rose-pink; LA 
PALOMA, white with yellow throat; TANGO, deep scarlet salmon; CRUSADER, 
striped rose-pink on white and FIRE DANCE; a deep purple and a steel blue 
complete the color range. 


POW-WOW A blended mixture of F; Hybrid Multifioras the famous “Indian or 
Redskin” series. APACHE, bright rose red; MOHAWK, bright rose-pink; SIOUX, 
medium tone salmon; MOHAWK, bright rose-pink; together with COMMANCHE, 
scarlet red; plus a few unnamed varieties for color balance—a great mixture, 
rightly named POW-POW. 


F.S ARE ECONOMICAL AND EASY TO GROW F, hybrids grow stronger 
and faster, are easier to grow. Fewer plants are required because of extra vigor. 
Allow plenty of room. Plants spaced 24 by 24 inches will give complete coverage 
by mid-July. Proper spacing prevents extra tall growth. 


~. 


Pan- crag 3d Seeds, Ine. 
SPECIOLT FLOUER SEEDS Soma) rad Grown 


Breeders and Growers of the famous 


PAN-AMERICAN STRAINS OF DOUBLE 
PETUNIAS 


ORDER NOW FROM YOUR SEEDSMAN OR PLANTSMAN 





The Latest 
Fashions of the Garden 
1956 Nevelties 


FIRE DANCE —. om AAS. 1956. 

strikingly beautiful scarlet red................... ae pkt 50 
PALE FACE Potsmia A.A.S. 1956 

Fi Hybrid white ae" OWATE screen Pt S06 
CARNIVAL Fa os oe Petunia 

Carnival of olors & bicolors........ pkts 25¢ & SOc 
BALLET Fy Grandifiora Petunia 

Mixture of Fire Dance, Ballerina, etc........ pkt 50¢ 
POW WOW F; Hybrid Multifiora Mixture 

of Pale Face, ge Apache, Sioux........ pkt S0¢ 
PLUS-X CACTUS Zinnia, gee 

cojossal 6” Emo hy profussion............. pkt 25¢ 
GOLDEN CROWN Marigold, Mum 

Extra early chrysanthemum fiowered................ pkt 25¢ 
RADAR Calendula. Improved Radio..... ialaagie 
REGAL DEEP CARMINE Larkspur......................... “ 
ICE CREAM CACTUS Zinnia 
TRYSOMIC TEN WEEKS Stocks. 

Catalog of other novelties on request 


BURNETT - SEEDSMEN INC. 
23-25 Warren St. N.Y. 7, N.Y. 
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WESTERN MAINE oan NURSERY CO. 
Dept. F-16 ryeburg, Maine 








is the word for Kelsey Catalog of trees, 
shrubs, wey erage fruits, perennials, etc. 
FACTS that help you eS foli- 
age, color, blooming hardiness limits 
(with map), culture (sun, ei moisture) for 
nearly 1000 different hardy (many 
times more than in ordinary catalogs) and 
mostly in three sizes for each kind (not just 
ordinary “mail order” grades). SPRING 
GUIDE (64 pages) in February: Edition 
limited—order NOW. Sent for 10¢ (50¢ 
West of Rockies). 


KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 
Dept. F13 Highlands, N. J. 








years or so ago. Even today some 
people still try to minimize the value of 
foliar feeding. 

However, recent investigations using 
radioisotopes have revealed that at least 
half of the nitrogen in a good all- 
soluble, high-analysis plant food enters 
the leaf directly within the first few 
hours, and that a respectable percentage 
of the phosphorous and potassium also 
enters the leaves directly. It is also 


known that many of the minor elements, 


such as iron, zinc, boron and manganese, 
can be supplied via foliage sprays. 

Lest you think that we have reached 
the top in plant food development, I 
would call attention to an even newer 
development in this field. Urea and 
formaldehyde have been combined to 
form a nitrogen fertilizer for lawn and 
soil application which will not “burn” 
plants under any sort of condition and 
which releases the nitrogen slowly over 
many months as do natural organic 
fertilizers. 

One objection to older dry fertilizers, 
and even some that contain a high pro- 
portion of natural organic materials, is 
that they will “burn” grass and other 
crops unless they are watered in imme- 
diately after application. Swift's Golden 
Vigoro was the first plant food on the 
market to use the urea-formaldehyde | 
compound, known as urea-form, as the | 
principal source of nitrogen. It con- 
tains other plant food elements too. 
Borden’s 38 and du Pont’s Uramite are 
two other brands of these new urea- 
form fertilizers. 

What of the future? The immediate 
future holds great promise for even 
more remarkable discoveries. 

We already know that the sex of 
flowers can be altered so that a plant 
with both female and male flowers 
can be made to produce female flowers. 

Before long, gardeners may be able to 
make tender plants resistant to low 
temperatures merely by spraying them 
with a plant hormone or by applying it 
to soil in which the plants are growing. 

The time is almost here when we will 
have fool-proof hormones to delay 
blossoming of fruit trees until the dan- 
ger of all spring frosts is past. Other 
scientists are seeking the chemical or 
hormone that will make plants more 
resistant to drought. 

Finally, the time is not far off when 
gardeners and farmers may be able to 
produce flowers and fruits at will; that 
is, they may be able to change vegeta- 
tive buds to floral ones. Scientists know 
that a flower-producing hormone exists; 
they even have a name for it, “florigen.” 
They also know that it originates in the 
leaves and that ‘t moves to the point 
where the flowers are to develop. All 
that remains is to isolate it, purify it, 
package it, and then the rest is up to 
you—fiowers and fruit just when and 
where you want them!® 
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RAYNER’S 
Certified 
STRAWBERRY 
PLANTING STOCK 


Our 33 varieties include those recom- 
mended for most of the U. S. Famous 
ity plants are now bet- 

US-FREE vigor. It's 

easy to produce ‘leads of grey e vitainin- 
strawberries. Get the big profits. 

ven a tiny plot will yield oto. of won- 
ae. fruit. heak plants are guar- 


Rayner’s big 1956 

5 Book gives information 

on best varieties, planting and growing 
man etc. Also lists blueberries, 


ies, asparagus, fruit and nut trees, 
ornamentals, and garden supplies. 


Buy Rayner’s Plants and You Buy the Best 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY ! 
p> a 


RAYNER 
SALISBURY 50, MARYLAND 





Send at once a free your 
1956 BERRY BOOK, with Fol deta 
ing end culture. 
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NEXT MONTH: HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO ROSES 

















New BLEEDING HEART 


Bountiful. From thousands 
of seedlings, this dazzling 
new star was discovered right 
here at Wayside. It’s the finest 
“Bleeding Heart” ever cre- 
ated. Blooms perpetually all 
summer, reaching its peak in 
May and Sept., when 30 to 40 
brilliant, fuchsia-red flower 
stalks bloom on a single plant. 
Sturdy plants with feathery, 
dark blue-green foliage are 
hardy and easy to grow. 


New Super Giant HIBISCUS 
Exotic flowers of Wayside’s new giants are 50% 
larger than any varieties offered to date. From July 
until Sept., huge 12-inch flowers in bold, brilliant 
colors from glistening white, silvery pink, scarlet 
to dark, crimson red, bloom on handsome shrubs 
with lush green foliage. 
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New FORSYTHIA 


A sparkling, new, gold-flowered Forsythia 
that is certain to replace all other deep yel- 
lows. Erect branches are completely covered 
with golden yellow blossoms from top to bot- 
tom. Larger, fuller flowers of unusual sub- 
stance bloom profusely, unmindful of bad 
weather. Superb for cutting and flowering 
indoors during winter months. 


New ROSE 


Frau Dagmar Hartopp. Fine, new, low 
growing Rugosa rose that will thrive under 
most adverse conditions. From June until 
frost, the rich, green foliage is profusely stud- 
ded with silvery pink flowers of rare charm. 
Rugged, hardy plants withstand below zero 
temperatures. Excellent for foreground plant- 
ing or ground cover. Height, 12 to 18 inches. 





New CARYOPTERIS 


Heavenly Blue. Graceful new 
shrub that satisfies the desire 
for blue, a very rare and de- 
sirable color, especially in the 
autumn garden. Upright in 
growth, mature shrubs are 15” 
wide and 24” tall, and produce 
30 or more exquisite, deep 
blue flower spikes on a single 
plant. Heavenly Blue is a new 
dark blue form of Caryopteris, 
Blue Mist another exclusive 
Wayside origination. 


Pfitzer's 
DWARF 
CANNAS 


New DWARF CANNAS 


First truly dwarf Cannas to date. Developed by 
Wilhelm Pfitzer, famous German hybridizer. All 
summer long, compact plants produce immense 
flower clusters in lovely, soft pastel shades. Stun- 
ning in tubs for porch, terrace or roof garden dec- 
oration since they grow only 214 to 3 fr. tall. 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


To get your copy of America’s favorite catalog, please enclose 50¢, coin 
or stamps, to cover mailing and handling costs of this heavy book. It 
.Almost 200 pages, with hundreds of true-color illustra- 
tions and helpful cultural directions. It features over 1800 of the 


has no equal... 


SPRING 
PLANTING 
\ CATALOG 


Jan. to June 


NEXT MONTH: HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO ROSES 


Wanside 


70 MENTOR AVE. 


world’s finest garden subjects .. 
ornamental trees, rare bulbs and hardy “Pedigreed” plants that have 


been grown and rigidly tested in America’s most carefully supervised 
nursery. Send for your copy today. 
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FLOWER GROWER 





the 
W cathervane 


MEMO FROM THE EDITOR 


ACH NEW YEAR is a time for your editor to look 
forward, in this Weathervane column . . . to 
look at four new seasons coming, to twelve new 

issues coming, to a thousand new friends to meet. One 
time, he remembers, he used a crystal ball (like one 
found in old gardens) to search the future. This time, 
if he may, he’d like to use the good old office device 
of the inter-office memorandum. 

Memo to readers on the future: Next month 
FLOWER Grower, the Home Garden Magazine, will 
present one of its bonus issues to readers . . . with an 
extra special Home Garden Guide to Roses: more than 
24 pages devoted to the growing of roses. In the 
coming months, by looking at the layouts and pictures 
and manuscripts that are figuratively humming in the 
office, we can see some new kinds of features: a lovely 
group of unusual, distinguished photographs of Japa- 
nese gardens . . . a new series on trees for new home- 
owners to know about . . . new features (well, practi- 
cally a regular department) on good eating from the 
garden, the berry patch and the home fruit tree . . . at 
least one dramatic story on flower arranging, set off 
by half a dozen regular “Clip this and save it” type 
features . . . a new, helpful, easy-to-follow series on 
home landscaping for everyone. 


Memo to readers on a great event: Late in 1955 
the American Horticultural Council held its tenth 
annual Congress at Washington. Among fhe dis- 
tinguished persons who received citations for meritori- 
ous work in the field of horticulture were two well- 
known friends of every FLOWER GROWER reader: 
Montague Free, one of our senior editors, and Samuel 
Gottscho, our smilingest, most energetic, and canniest 
photographer. 

In honor of these two men, and to commemorate 
these honors, FLOWER GROWER, during the next few 
months, will present two major features: 

I. “The Gardening Life of Montague Free,” being 
a complete account of how this veteran gardener goes 
about his day-to-day chores, what he experiments on 
at home, what he likes to look at, or putter with, or 
fuss over. This will not only be one of the most ab- 
sorbing major articles we have ever published, but 
it will be illustrated in a most distinguished way. 
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II. “The Camera Life of Samuel Gottscho.” This 
will be the picture-life of America’s veteran of garden 
photography, now in his second quarter-century as a 
photographer of beautiful, natural, wonderful places— 
gardens. Sam knows wild flowers; Sam knows land- 
scape architects; Sam knows perennial borders; Sam 
knows trees and stone walls and brooks and pools. 
But most of all, Sam lives for pictures, as every 
FLOWER GROWER reader knows. (See Sam’s photo- 
graphs of four seasons in the garden, beginning on 


page 42). 


Memo to readers about our staff: This month there’s 
been some changing around of the set-up of what 
magazines call the masthead. Take a look at the con- 
tents page, and you'll see the names of the people who 
do the work that makes FLOweR Grower ... the full- 
time ones in the office, the part-time ones out around 
the country. And on the Weathervane page, as you 
know, appear the names of the members of the edi- 
torial board. These names are privileged to wag a 
finger, even an admonishing finger, at the editor. They 
help write the Weathervane. They help plan the future 
features. They help us keep our fingers on the pulse of 
the world of gardening. 

To this editorial board, as we begin 1956, we 
welcome a new member: Mrs. Helen S. Hull. She has 
written for FLOWER GROWER, and for the Home Gar- 
den Magazine before. She has written on wild flowers, 
and a very good book it is. She has served as an ad- 
ministrator and a leader and an advisor in the foremost 
horticultural organizations of the country. She has a 
sense of civic responsibility .. . and FLOweR GROWER’s 
part as a citizen of the world of gardening is Helen 
Hull’s partial responsibitity. She has a sense of people 
—and FLOWER GROWER’s interest in people, in service 
to people and families, will be the better, I am sure, for 
Helen Hull’s work on our editorial board. She knows 
and loves plants, and conservation, and all the activities 
of gardening . . . so now, even more than in the past, 
she will add to FLOWER GRowER’s service to all the 
spectrum of horticulture. 


Memo to the staff: Fine group of friendly people 
we have around here . . . and that goes for the readers, 
too.—JOHN R. WHITING 








Gardening is not for summer alone but fun all year when you... 


DISCOVER the 


dening should not be a matter of one season, or even 

of two or three, but should take in the entire 
year. . Naturally the drop in temperature to freezing 
and below prevents those in the North from having the 
same types of gardens as those in mild climates, either in 
the winter or any other season... . 

One of the greatest follies of our gardening in the past 
has been the effort to copy masterpieces of other countries. 
No matter how great these masterpieces, they cannot be 
transplanted. Rather than attempt to copy or imitate 
them, we should study them reverently and learn from 
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them the general lessons of design, adaptation to climate, 
soil, topography and physical environment, as well as the 
culture and history of the people who created them. From 
such a study we can gather much to improve our garden- 
ing in this country, for no matter where we travel, we may 
learn to make our own gardens more beautiful by observing 
how people in other places adapt their gardens to their 
own needs. 

All gardens in the North should be planned with regard 
to our prevailing type of climate, our own tastes and the 
manner of our own lives. We cannot expect to sit outdoors 
in the winter season, but our gardens may be so arranged 


The brilliance of the forest cannot, of course, be equalled in the small garden, but we can select 
some trees or shrubs which will give vivid color during September, October and November or later. 
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Text by JOHN C. WISTER: photographs for Flower Grower by Gottscho-Schleisner 


four garden seasons 


with evergreens that the vistas from our windows are en- 
joyable even in the coldest weather. We should use for this 
purpose evergreens suited to our climate so that they will 
not need an unsightly winter protection of cloth or boards. 
With them we may plant many of the beautiful deciduous 
trees whose form, silhouetted against the winter sky, is 
perhaps even more interesting than when in full leaf. 
Many attractive shrubs retdin bright color of twig or 
berry to enliven our frosty landscapes, and there are occa- 
sional winter-blooming shrubs like the Winter Sweet which 
is hardy as far north as Washington or even New York, 
and the Japanese Witch Hazel that is hardy in the extreme 


North. We can, as many gardeners know, have a Christ- 
mas Rose tucked away in an odd corner where it will 
bloom in December or January, and, of course, the little 


[The text for “Discover the Four Garden Seasons” is from 
the book Four Seasons In Your Garden by Dr. John C. 
Wister, published by the J. B. Lippincott Company, Phil- 
adelphia. Copyright, 1936, by John C. Wister. The 
photographs for FLOWER GROWER were taken by Gottscho- 
Schleisner in the garden of Mrs. H. 1. Nicholas, East 
Norwich, Long Island, which was designed by Dorothy 
Nicholas herself —The Editors} 


WINTER This season is pre-eminently the time for planning, for deciding which plants need to be moved and for 
the selection of new stock and seeds that will brighten the garden views seen on the next page. 








Discover the Four Garden Seasons (continued) 


Snowdrops will jump into bloom in any mild spell during 
the winter months. 

Northern winter gardening, however, must not be con- 
cerned with the outdoors alone. Winter is a season for 
living in the house, and gardening can do much to make 
the home more attractive by the use of plants indoors. 
Even such a simple thing as a spray of English Ivy in a 
bowl of water will live and grow all winter, adding a touch 
of life to the room. Rubber trees, Geraniurns and many 
other plants have been nurtured by devoted gardeners in 
houses of all sizes. It is unusual indeed to find even the 
smallest farm house without some winter decoration of this 
type. There are many plants well adapted to the trying 
conditions of houses, and well able to withstand the dry 
heat and dust which, of course, are inimical to all plants, 
even as they are to human beings. If the happy day comes 
when all houses have air conditioning, we shall not only be 
much healthier and happier as a race but shall be able to 
grow a wider variety of beautiful house plants with much 
greater ease. 

Many types of bulbs may be planted in pots, kept in a 


SPRING 


ings on the beauty of April or early May, 





cool cellar and brought into bloom in a sunny window in 
January, February, or March... . 

Another winter idea which needs encouragement is the 
use of branches of trees or shrubs, cut outdoors in cold 
weather and brought into the house to open into bud. One 
of the most popular and successful for this purpose is the 
common commercial Pussy Willow, but there are many 
other types of Willows which would be equally attractive 
could they be as readily secured. Forsythia is one of the 
easiest of shrubs to bring into bloom in a warm window 
during February or March. Japanese Quince also has long 
been used for this purpose, although it opens more slowly; 
and there are many forms of Cherry, Apple and other 
trees which can be forced in a sunny casement. Even 
plants which do not have conspicuous bloom are very 
attractive when cut during the winter and allowed to unfold 
a little green. 

The small greenhouse should also be considered under 
winter gardening. . . . Of course, only a small-sized house 
is suitable for most people, and those who really love 
flowers need never be without them if they are willing to 


This is the great season of the gardener’s life. We wish that some poet could adequately express our feel- 
when trees are tinged green and plants spring from the ground. 
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put a little work and a very small amount of money into a 
greenhouse that may be only five or six feet long with 
capacity for only a few dozen plants. 

I have mentioned winter first because so many people 
take for granted that it is the season in which to give up 
active gardening altogether, or to conduct this at the 
fireside by reading the wonderful promises of seedsmen. 
Armchair gardening with a catalog is a most pleasant di- 
version, one from which much can be learned; but I hope I 
can show that it need not be the only winter pastime of 
the gardener. 

Of course, the great season of the gardener’s life is 
spring. . . . Lowell, many years ago, wrote, “What is so 
rare as a day in June; then if ever come perfect days.” 
Few of us who have enjoyed the beauty of perfect June 
days would care to quarrel with his thought, but those of 
us who are not poets may heretically remember that there 
also are days in June so hot and muggy as to be far from 
perfect! We wish that some poet could adequately express 
our feelings on the beauty of April, or early May, when the 
trees are tinged with green, when Cherries are in bloom, 


and when countless herbaceous plants are springing sud- 
denly from the ground. 

Even plants that bloom much later seem to take on a 
special beauty in April when the leaves are first starting. 
The new green of the grass, the yellow of Forsythia, Cory- 
lopsis and Spice Bush, the whites and pinks of Pears. 
Cherries, and Apples make a colorful framework for the 
young plants just coming out of the ground. At that season 
the young shoots of Peonies are green, scarlet and crimson, 
and make the herbaceous border a thing of beauty even if 
there are not flowers. It would, however, be hard to im- 
agine a border which was not at that time vivid with 
Crocuses, Scillas, Daffodils, Tulips, early Phlox, Alyssum 
and Candytuft. All of them seem unusually brilliant and 
sparkling because they are the first to appear after the 
winter’s comparative bleakness. 

Beautiful as is this season, few of us have made the most 
of it in our gardens. Many gardeners do not awake to 
their opportunity until later when the more tender plants 
appear. This is less true today than a quarter century or 
more ago, when gardens were bare until [SEE PaGe 108] 


SUMMER The herbaceous border should be at its height in mid-June in the milder sections, and in July as we 
go farther north. Most gardeners have found it practical to supplement hardy plants with annuals. 
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So that you may be an up-to-date gardener, 


Carol Sue Umbreit has compiled this information 


to make it easy for you to 


DISCOVE 


145 new 


PAN-AMERICAN 


FIRE DANCE PETUNIA . 


All-America Selection for 
1956. Bright scarlet ruffled and fringed 
blooms with golden yellow throats are 
produced freely by this winning variety 
(see cover). Fire Dance is a first-gener- 
ation hybrid of the grandiflora type, hav- 
ing blooms 3% to 4 inches across. Plants 
are semi-compact. (Pan-American) 
How-to Hints. Give the lively Fire Dance 
a prominent place in your garden. Group 
a few plants to accent the border, the 
foundation planting, the terrace steps, 
the patio. Combine with another All- 
America -Selection, the white petunia 
Paleface, or the petunia White Magic. 
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ALL-AMERICA SELECTIONS 


GOLD PAK CARROT 
Description. All-America Selection for 
1956. A crisp, flavorful carrot which is 
smooth, slender and grows to 8-10 inches 
in a light soil (see cover). The tops are 
short and strong. Both interior and ex- 
terior color very good. (Ferry-Morse) 
How-to Hints. Be sure to grow Gold Pak 
even though you may not have a vege- 
table garden. Carrots take little space 
(they should stand about 2 inches apart); 
any small spot where the soil is light 
and fertile will do: at the back of the 
border, behind the garage, in the cutting 
garden. Sow seed in early spring; 77 
days later Gold Pak will be mature. 


plants 


Or 


ALL-AMERICA SELECTIONS 


PALEFACE PETUNIA 


Description. All-America Selection for 
1955 (but announced too late for pub- 
licity last spring). A hybrid multifiora 
petunia which covers itself with white 
satiny blooms from 2% to 2% inches 
across. Bushy plants grow to 15 inches. 
Developed as a companion to the All- 
America variety, Comanche, a free-flow- 
ering, bright red petunia that is the best 
known of Indian series. (Pan-American) 
How-to Hints. The dwarf, compact 
growth habit of Paleface makes it ideal 
for planting along walks or drives or for 
edging the foundation planting. Can also 
be grown in pots. Space 24 inches apart. 








“red” iris, loosely-petaled zinnias the color of rich 

ice cream, flavorful wax beans that are resistant to 
halo blight, dwarf deutzia with blooms the color of moun- 
tain-laurel—these are just a few of the new plants you will 
discover on these and subsequent pages. Here you will 
meet the 1956 All-America Selections shown on the cover 
and described below, Fire DANCE petunia and Go_p Pak 
carrot; the first of the new All-America Gladiolus Selec- 
tions, RoyAL STEWART and APPLEBLOSSOM. And the other 
new plants for 1956 are here, too—flowers of greater size 
and substance, unusual form, clearer and brighter colors; 
fruits that mature earlier, have better flavor, and freezing 
and canning qualities; plants that have increased vigor 
and hardiness and a neater, more compact form. 

And how can you select which ones are best for your 
garden? First, read the how-to hints given under each 
varietal description. Here you will learn the best ways to 
use these new plants in your garden. Would you like a 
long-blooming, dwarf, well-groomed plant to edge a path 


] IVID SCARLET, RUFFLED AND FRINGED PETUNIAS, new 


or’ drive? Do you want to cover a bare southerly slope 
where only a plant that can take it would survive? Or is it a 
disease-resistant variety that you are seeking? Would you 
like to fill your garden with dependable plants that will 
bloom all summer and yet demand little care? Would you 
like to have a supply of fine cut flowers from spring to 
frost? On these pages you will find the plants that will fill 
these requirements. 

After you have considered the needs of your garden, 
then study and select the varieties which particularly appeal 
to you for their color, habit of growth, bloom form or 
color of foliage. After making your choices from these 
pages, be sure to look over the listing of old-but-still-good 
varieties on page 66. 

Most of these plants are generally available from seeds- 
men and nurserymen. However, if you do have difficulty 
locating a source for any of these plants, write to FLOWER 
Grower, Dept. HELP, 2049 Grand Central Terminal, 
New York, N. Y. For the new roses for 1956 see page 64. 
The newer house plants are shown on page 28.® 


your 1956 garden 


ALL-AMERICA CLADIOLUS SELECTIONS 
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ALL-AMERICA GLADIOLLS SELECTIONS 
oe? Oe) 





ROYAL STEWART GLADIOLUS 


Description. All-America Gladiolus Se- 
lection for 1956. Vivid red florets on 
strong 5-foot spikes; as many as twelve 
open at one time (see cover). Took many 
honors when entered in gladiolus shows 
as unnamed seedling. (Ralph Pommert) 
How-to Hints. Plant a drift of Royal 
Stewart at the back of the long mixed 
border. The vivid red blooms will pro- 
vide a sparkling accent in the summer. 
Combine with the new gladiolus, Snow 
Velvet, or fill.in occasional gaps here and 
there through the garden. Gladiolus will 
grow in every section of the United 
States and require a minimum of care. 


APPLEBLOSSOM GLADIOLUS 


Description. All-America Gladiolus Se- 
lection for 1956. White florets with large 
ruffied petals flushed with rose-pink at the 
margins (see cover). Vigorous, growing 
to 5 feet. Eight to ten florets open at 
one time. (Noweta Gardens) 

How-to Hints. Use AppleBlossom to fill 
in the gaps in the wide border around the 
terrace. In summer, after a day’s work, 
you can relax and enjoy the subtle color 
this winning variety adds to your garden. 
Gladiolus will thrive in any spot that 
is sunny and well-drained. If there is 
space in the vegetable garden, tuck in a 
few extra corms for cutting. 


NEW CENTURY ZINNIA 


Description. Fully double blooms up to 
6 inches across in a wide range of colors, 
including rose, buff, gold, pink, red and 
yellow. Grows 2 feet high. (Ferry-Morse) 
How-to Hints. Plant a small bed with 
New Century Mixed zinnias and edge 
with sweet alyssum. Sow some seeds 
along the edge of the vegetable garden 
to provide cut flowers all summer. 
Zinnias are easy to grow. They can be 
sown directly in the garden and need 
little care besides occasional watering 
and a light application of fertilizer. 
Growing these colorful zinnias will give 
any child a thrill. 
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These aristocratic spires are prized by gardeners and arrangers alike 


REGAL CARMINE LARKSPUR 


Description. Deep carmine is the newest 
color in this series. Others are light and 
dark blue, lilac, pink, rose, salmon rose, 
white. Plants branch from the base, pro- 
ducing tall spikes of delphinium-like 
florets. (Bodger Seeds, Ltd.) 

How-to Hints. Group plants at the back 
of the border where the crimson spikes 
will provide 2 distinguished accent. Un- 
fortunately, larkspur often stops blooming 
when the weather becomes hot. So if 
you live where hot summers prevail, 
plant a dependable long-blooming annual 
(such as the large dahlia-flowered or 
cactus zinnias) in front of the larkspur. 


WALLER 


TRYSOMIC 7-WEEK STOCK 


Description. If you have had difficulty 
getting the 10-weeks stock to bloom be- 
fore hot weather arrives, you'll be de- 
lighted with this new early-blooming 7- 
weeks variety. Blooms are white, pink, 
rose, crimson, blue, purple. 85% are 
double. Plants branch well, grow to 15 
inches. (Waller Flowerseed Co.) 
How-to Hints. To enjoy its spicy fra- 
grance to the fullest, plant masses of 
stocks close to garden areas where you 
sit and relax—around the terrace or near 
the barbecue. Start seed indoors in early 
spring. When danger of frost is past, 
transplant to the garden. 
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FLORADALE ROSE SNAPDRAGON 


Description. One of a new group of snap- 
dragons (others having white or yellow 
blooms) which produces flower spikes 
from the base. This growth habit pro- 
duces a very desirable compact, full 
plant, unlike many snapdragon varieties 
which become lanky. The 2-foot spikes 
are full and tapered. (Burpee) 

How-to Hints. For a delightful, 3-month- 
long picture of charm and warmth, plant 
drifts of Paleface petunias in front of 
Floradale Rose snapdragons. Plants may 
survive the winter if protected. Start seed 
early indoors and then move seedlings to 
garden when soil warms. 


Three distinctive annuals that are tops for cutting and easy to grow 


RADAR CALENDULA 


Description. A fine new variety of the 
old-fashioned calendula or pot-marigold, 
having large, orange, double flowers with 
quilied petals. Grows to 2 feet. (Bodger 
Seeds, Ltd.) 

How-to Hints. Plant Radar calendulas 
along your vegetable garden path. They 
will improve the appearance of the gar- 
den and provide a steady supply of ex- 
cellent cut flowers to use in the home. 
Calendulas can be relied upon for sum- 
mer-long bloom. For something a little 
different, plant a mass of calendulas at 
the back of a small bed, and in front of 
them plant California-poppies. 
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BURPEE 


SUNBURST DAHLIA 


Description. This mixture of yellow, 
orange, bronze- and apricot-blooming 
plants can be grown from seed. Plants 
are bushy and produce many semi- 
double, symmetrical blooms. (Burpee) 
How-to Hints. Sunburst dahlia is particu- 
larly effective when grouped in the fore- 
ground of the small garden. Edge the 
planting with the dependable long-flower- 
ing sweet-alyssum or one of the ma- 
hogany- and _ yellow-flowered French 
marigolds such as Spry. The dahlia seed 
may be started early by sowing in flats 
indoors or it may be sown directly in the 
garden as soon as the soil warms. 


BEDDING PRINCESS ASTER 


Description. This new series is a more 
compact version of the popular Princess 
series, growing only 20 inches high. 
Blooms are 3 inches across and have 
crested centers. Wilt resistant. Varieties 
include the cinnabar-red Marsha (above), 
Azure Blue, Mid-blue, Peach Blossom, 
Rose, White. (Bodger Seeds, Ltd.) 

How-to Hints. Single colors planted in 
large masses in the foreground of the 
flower border are handsome. They will 
bloom until frost. Edge with the new 
Paleface or White Magic petunias. Sow 
seed indoors in early spring and trans- 
plant to the garden when weather warms. 








vivid splashes of red and gold sow these varieties in your garden 





RED EMPEROR ZINNIA 


Description. This new giant cactus flow- 
ering zinnia has loosely ruffled, 3-5 inch 
blooms that are brilliant vermilion. The 
semi-quilled petals have a warm rose 
overtone. Grows to 4 feet. (Breck’s) 
How-to Hints. To emphasize the bril- 
liance of Red Emperor, combine with the 
new large-flowering Ice Cream. Lemon 
yellow zinnias could also be used effec- 
tively, but beware of the zinnia mixtures, 
for they are sure to include some with 
bluish-red blooms. In some out-of-the- 
way spot, behind the garage or in the 
vegetable garden, sow a few rows of Red 
Emperor to supply cut flowers. 


GOLDEN CROWN MARIGOLD 


Description. Here’s a new chrysanthe- 
mum-flowered marigold that has been de- 
veloped especially for Northern gardens, 
blooming 2 to 3 weeks earlier than most 
marigolds. It also performs well in 
warmer, long-season climates. The 
golden-or.nge blooms, 3%2-4% inches 
across, are ball shaped and have crinkly 
incurved petals. (Denholm) 

How-to Hints. Combine with Azure Blue 
or Mid-blue Bedding Princess asters or 
scarlet sage. A very pleasant effect is 
achieved by planting a small bed of 
Golden Crown and edging it with Tetra 
Blue or Blue Mink ageratum. 


FOREST FIRE CELOSIA 


Description. This tall plumed variety has 
been aptiy named for the feathery spikes 
are orange-scarlet and the leaves bronzy- 
red. Even after a summer's growth, the 
plants do not look leggy. (Sakata) 

How-to Hints. Forest Fire will provide 
a bold accent wherever it is planted. Its 
slightly stiff habit is well suited to formal 
gardens, but Forest Fire is equally at 
home in the mixed border. The blooms 
can be enjoyed in the fall and winter, too, 
if you take the time to cut them, tie 
them in bunches and hang them up to 
dry. The blooms will retain their color. 
Seed may be sown directly in the garden. 


Ever-popular petunias can be depended upon for bright season-long color 


PINOCCHIO PETUNIA 


Description. A vigorous new bedding 
petunia, Pinocchio has a spreading habit 
and produces mid-salmon cerise blooms 
freely throughout the season. (Burpee) 
How-to Hints. For an all-petunia border 
plant drifts of Pinocchio and fill in with 
White Magic or Paleface; or edge small 
beds of Pinocchio with sweet alyssum. 
You couldn't beat either combination for 
a long blooming season. It is best to start 
petunia seed early indoors, moving the 
seedlings to the garden when weather 
warms. However, if you are willing to 
wait for bloom, you can sow the seed 
directly in the garden. 


CARNIVAL PETUNIA 


Description. This select mixture of sec- 
ond-generation hybrids includes large 
plain, waved and ruffled grandiflora-type 
blooms. All important petunia colors are 
here—blue, white, crimson, salmon, pink, 
creamy pink—and in addition to these 
there are variegated blooms of white and 
rose, white and pink, and white and blue. 
Plants are compact, 12-15 inches high, 
and spread 2 feet. (Bodger) 

How-to Hints. For an eye-catcher in your 
gardén plant a large mass of Carnival in 
the mixed border, by the drive, by the 
corner of the garage, or in front of the 
foundation planting. 


WHITE MAGIC PETUNIA 


Description. Early, free-flowering white 
hybrid petunia. The large blooms are 
lightly ruffied. Compact plants retain a 
neat, dwarf habit. (Geo. J. Ball) 

How-to Hints. A variety with many uses: 
its neat habit makes it ideal for edging 
walks and drives, for bordering the patio, 
for filling in large spaces in the fore- 
ground of the garden. White Magic is 
also very effective when grown in pots 
or long planting boxes on the terrace or 
patio. For earliest bloom sow seed in- 
doors in early March. When the weather 
warms and there is no longer danger of 
frost, move the plants to the garden. 
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Raise these new informal cactus-type zinnias 


KISMET ZINNIA 


Description. Persian red is the color of 
this new giant hybrid. The flowers are 
loose and informal, free of the stiffness 
associated with other varieties. (Burpee) 
How-to Hints. Combine Kismet zinnia 
with other varieties of complementary 
colors such as cream, white or yellow. 
The new Ice Cream zinnia would be ex- 
cellent to use. This same principle of 
using a light-colored flower next to Kis- 
met to show off the Persian red blooms 
could be followed by massing white or 
cream petunias in front. Both plantings 
would provide constant bloom from early 
summer to frost and require little care. 


PLUS-X CACTUS ZINNIA 


Description. A mixture of hybrid cactus 
zinnia varieties with 6-inch blooms of red, 
salmon, pink, cream, yellow, orange, 
violet and white. The colors composing 
the mixture have been carefully selected 
for good range and balance. (Decker) 
How-to Hints. Usually it is wisest to sow 
the color mixture with a wide range 
where there is no chance of its colors 
clashing with those nearby. However, if 
you plan the combinations with care, the 
color mixture could be effectively used in 
the border. White, cream, yellow and 
many of the spectrum colors could be 
combined well with the mixture. 


in your garden this year 


ICE CREAM ZINNIA 


Description. The rich cream color of the 
6-inch cactus blooms is the most impor- 
tant feature of Ice Cream. This color has 
the advantage of complementing and add- 
ing brilliance to most other colors. Pure 
white often kills the brilliance of vivid 
blues and sparkling reds. (Decker) 
How-to Hints. Plant Ice Cream behind 
the shorter Bedding Princess asters or 
Floradale Rose snapdragons. Combine it 
with the brightly colored zinnias, Red 
Empercr, Kismet and Plus-X. Seed can 
be sown directly in the garden, but since 
large-flowering varieties often take longer 
to develop and bloom, start the seed early. 


Bright new chrysanthemums to satisfy dirt gardeners and hobbyists alike 


JACKSON & PERKINS 





TITMOUSE CHRYSANTHEMUM 


Description. Clear lavender pink blooms, 
finishing a dominant lavender, contrasted 
against foliage of a silvery gray cast. 
Ball-shaped flowers are full, 4 to 4% 
inches across. Frost resistant. (Jackson 
& Perkins) 

How-to Hints. Plant Titmouse chrysan- 
themum in the foreground of the mixed 
border, around the terrace, against the 
garage or shed or in front of the shrub 
planting. Combine it with colors which 
will bring out the lavender pink, not 
subdue it. May be grown elsewhere in 
the garden and then, when in bloom, 
moved to wherever needed. 
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FORSTER STUDIO 


SUNBURST CHRYSANTHEMUM 


Description. Large, deep golden yellow, 
cactus-type incurved blooms. If side buds 
are removed, leaving only terminal ones, 
resulting blooms will be equal in size, 
form and substance to the greenhouse 
varieties that are sold by the florist. 
Blooms October 12. (De Petris) 

How-to Hints. Combine Sunburst with 
other plants in the border, or grow it 
elsewhere, moving it to the border when 
in bloom. For some extra gardening fun, 
remove side buds as explained above. 
Then, if you do this properly and give the 
plant good care, it will produce 4-inch 
blooms. If necessary, protect from frost. 


EDWIN T. MERCHANT 


FRONTIER CHRYSANTHEMUM 


Description. Old gold to bronze blooms 
of the spider type. The thick tubular 
petals with hooked tips hang down grace- 
fully. Blooms October 10. (Sunnyslope) 
How-to Hints. If you would like to raise 
a chrysanthemum that is really different, 
grow the distinctive Fugi or spider-type 
variety, Frontier. There are no difficult 
tricks that you need learn to grow blooms 
like the one above. Care for it as you 
would any garden chrysanthemum but do 
not pinch out the top of the plant. In- 
stead, remove all side buds, leaving only 
terminal one; stake well and protect from 
frosts, if they occur before blooming date. 





For sparkling accents of mauve, white and gold, plant these new perennials 


PHILIP C. CORLISS 


HIDDEN HEART DAY-LILY 


Description. Blooms are pastel mauve 
with a halo of deeper rose opal. Their 
form is well-flared and semi-recurved. 
On each plant there are twenty-five or 
thirty buds. (Fairmount) 

How-to Hints. This new day-lily will find 
many uses in your garden, for it will 
thrive in either full sun or partial shade, 
on dry banks or in moist locations. At 
the back of the border combine Hidden 
Heart day-lily with some of the beautiful 
tall white, light blue or near-pink del- 
phinium hybrids. Though each day-lily 
bloom lasts but a day, the total period of 
bloom covers several weeks. 


JACKSON & PERKINS 


WHITE KING RUDBECKIA 


Description. White, _straight-petaled 
flower with brownish green center cone 
flecked with orange. Blooms 4% inches 
across are produced from July to frost. 
Grows to 40 inches. Although commonly 
called rudbeckia in catalogs, White King 
properly belongs to the genus echinacea. 
(Jackson & Perkins) 

How-to Hints. Plant White King at the 
back of the border with the fine blue- 
flowered hybrid delphinium or on the 
bank of a stream or beside a pond along 
with the new hybrid lythrum Robert. 
Also, the bays in the shrub planting can 
be filled with clumps of White King. 


HERMAN ¥. WALL 


ROYAL GOLD LILY 


Description. Blooms are colored a rich 
gold which does not bleach noticeably in 
the sun. In cther ways Royal Gold is 
identical with the popular regal lily. 
About 4 feet high. (de Graaff) 

How-to Hints. Combine Royal Gold in 
the perennial border with deep blue del- 
phinium, tall bearded iris and gaillardia. 
If Royal Gold proves to be identical with 
the reliable regal lily in performance as 
well as appearance, it will satisfy both 
the high standards of the lily fanciers and 
meet the needs of beginners for depend- 
ability and relatively trouble-free, simple 
culture. 


Discover gladiolus, Japanese iris and lythrum and add them to your garden 


NOWETA 


SNOW VELVET GLADIOLUS 


Description. Snowy white, velvety tex- 
tured, heavily ruffled blooms. Exceptional 
purity of color is the outstanding note 
of Snow Velvet. Spikes are tall and have 
as many as eleven florets open at the 
same time. (Noweta) 

How-to Hints. Plant drifts of Snow Vel- 
vet in the border, interplanted with groups 
of columbine and meadow-rue. The airy, 
lightweight foliage of the latter two 
perennials helps to soften the stark ver- 
tical lines of the gladiolus. To assure 
a good supply for cutting, tuck in a row 
of Snow Velvet gladiolus at the end of 
the vegetable garden. 


ROCUELAND 


VERVA MARGO IRIS 


Description. Double blooms of this Jap- 
anese iris (1. Kaempferi) of the Higo 
strain are rich rose Bengal. The small 
center is white with white lines extend- 
ing out into the standards and falls. 
Has heavy, leathery texture and is ex- 
ceptionally weather resistant. Height 36 
inches. (Rogueland) 

How-to Hints. The ideal place to plant 
Verva Margo with its spectacular, 8-inch 
blooms is the edge of a pond or along the 
bank of a ditch or creek. Japanese iris 
prefer abundant moisture before bloom- 
ing and then less moisture for the re- 
mainder of the season. 


JACKSON & PERKINS 





ROBERT LYTHRUM 


Description. Deep rose pink spikes of 
bloom up to 14 inches long are produced 
from June 5 to frost. Plant grows to“3 
feet and spreads to 2 feet. (Jackson & 
Perkins) 

How-to Hints. Lythrum will find a place 
in many gardens, for it thrives in either 
wet or drv locations, sun or semi-shade 
But before you choose it for your garden, 
remember that lythrum spreads and has 
magenta blooms. If you do have the 
garden space, and color is no problem, 
lythrum will be very effective in the 
border, by the pond or on the dry bank 
that sorely needs summer-long color. 
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These are cool, tasty and nutritious—just right for a refreshing salad 


ROMA TOMATO 


Description. Very long, oval fruits of 
the San Marzano class. This variety is 
resistant to wilt. Plants bear heavily, are 
small and suited to close planting. (U.S. 
Dept. Agr.) 

How-to Hints. Have you withstood the 
temptation to grow tomatoes because you 
didn’t think you had the ‘space? If so, 
here’s the variety for you. The plants 
are highly productive and, because they 
are small, require less room than other 
varieties. In addition to its being de- 
licious when served fresh, Roma is also 
equally fine when used in tomato paste, 
puree or when canned whole. 


NEWTON STUDIO 


MIDAS LETTUCE 


Description. A _ butterhead variety re- 
sembling White Boston, but somewhat 
heavier, deeper green and considerably 
slower in going to seed (bolting) in the hot 
summer weather. (U.S. Dept. Agr.) 
How-to Hints. If you have never seen 
and tasted lettuce just fresh from the 
garden, you have a treat in store. It is 
crisper, more flavorful and more attrac- 
tive than the heads you see in the market 
that were cut days ago and then shipped 
great distances. To treat yourself and 
your family, sow some seeds of Midas in 
any empty spot in the garden. You can 
raise six plants in a 5-foot row. 


FERRY -MORSB 


PALOMAR CUCUMBER 
Description. Rich, dark green, 8-inch 
cucumbers. A fine slicing variety that is 
vigorous, highly productive and resistant 
to downy mildew. (Ferry-Morse) 
How-to Hints. If you have a fence along 
your property line, plant at its base a 
row of Palomar, spacing the seeds 4 
inches apart. As the vines lengthen, tie 
them to the fence for support. Cucum- 
bers can also be grown in hills (this is the 
usual practice): sow 10 or 12 seeds in a 
small circular area to which compost or 
manure has been added; later thin seed- 
lings, leaving four to a hill. For the big- 
gest and best harvest, keep the hill moist. 


Vegetables look better and taste better when you've grown them yourself 


FERRY -MORSE 


TENDERBEST BUSH BEAN 


Description. Long, round smooth pods 
that are stringless and flavorful. A heavy 
producer. Tenderbest is resistant to the 
common bean mosaic. (Ferry-Morse) 
How-to Hints. Bush beans are among the 
most satisfactory vegetables to grow in 
the garden. They are easy to grow, pro- 
duce well, can be grown over a long 
season, are of top quality and plants are 
attractive. In a sunny garden spot sow a 
few rows of Tenderbest. Three weeks 
later make another sowing. The plants 
will add a luxuriant rich green to the 
garden, and in two months provide lots 
of crisp, delectable string beans. 
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PERRY - MORSE 





SILVER BELL SQUASH 


Description. A winter squash with a sil- 
ver gray shell. Fruits average 242 to 34% 
pounds and are unusually good tasting. 
100 days from sowing to harvest. A very 
good keeper. (Ferry-Morse) 

How-to Hints. Squash is one vegetable 
that needs plenty of room. It is usually 
grown in hills (four plants to a_ hill) 
which are spaced 5 feet apart. If you 
plant more than one row, there should be 
6 feet between each row. If you have a 
vegetable garden, a smart plan is to 
divide one row in half, using one end for 
a few hills of squash and the other end 
for a few hills of cucumbers. 


UNIV. OF NEBRASKS 


STARLAND WAX BUSH BEAN 


Description. Bright yellow, non-fibrous, 
5 to 6%-inch pods that are flat to round 
in cross section. Tolerant of halo blight 
(if this disease is prevalent in your area, 
Starland is the variety to grow). Gives 
high yields of high quality. In tests in 
Nebraska Starland out-yielded a stand- 
ard wax variety in five out of six trials 
and also compared favorably in cooking, 
canning and freezing tests. (Univ. Neb.) 

How-to Hints. Sow a few rows in the 
vegetable garden or any other place in 
the garden where bright color is not 
desired. Beans will be ready for eating 
79 days after date sown. 





Discover what fun it is to grow your own pears, strawberries and apples 


STARK 


STARKING DELICIOUS PEAR 


Description. A dwarf form of the 
Starking Delicious pear which combines 
fruit of large size, good form and out- 
standing flavor with very high resistance 
to fire blight. It bears fruit of the same 
size and quality as that of the standard- 
sized tree, but it has the advantages of 
bearing sooner, taking less space aid, be- 
cause of its shorter stature, being easier 
to harvest and maintain. (Stark) 
How-to Hints. Dwarf Starking Delicious 
pear is well shaped and excellent for use 
as a specimen tree for the lawn. Its 
small size makes it ideal for the small 
suburban lot. 


FIELDHOUSE 


SHARON STRAWBERRY 


Description. Very large, dark red berries 
of outstanding flavor. Bears in June. A 
high producer through an exceptionally 
long season. (Univ. Wisc.) 

How-to Hints. What could be more 
pleasant than to pick luscious, dark red 
strawberries from your own garden and 
then, within the hour, serve them with 
cream at the breakfast table? If you have 
a large space in the garden which you 
would like to put to good use, plant a 
bed of strawberries. It is important to 
set out plants in very early spring. If 
space isn’t plentiful, plant strawberries in 
holes bored in side of a wooden barrel. 


N. ¥. STATE ACR. EXPT. STA. 


WELLINGTON APPLE 


Description. Large attractive, red-streaked 
fruits that come in season about a week 
before the variety Melba. Unlike most 
early apples, Wellington matures ali its 
fruit at one time, therefore requiring only 
one picking. Has fine processing qualities 
and in dessert qualities rates fair to good. 
Parents are Cortland and Crimson 
Beauty. (N.Y. State Agr. Expt. Sta.) 

How-to Hints. What property is not 
made more beautiful by the addition of a 
few well-shaped apple trees? When in 
leaf, the trees give shade; in spring, 
masses Of white blossoms flushed with 
pink; and in late summer, tasty fruit. 


In the springtime these flowering shrubs will be masses of vivid color 


WAYSIDE 


DWARF PINK DEUTZIA 


Description. In late May and early June 
this low-growing bushy shrub is covered 
with pink blooms that are similar in color 
to mountain-laurel. Branches are slender 
and slightly arching. Does not grow over 
3 feet. (Wayside) 

How-to Hints. Plant this dwarf deutzia 
wherever you would like low, spring color 
—in the foreground of the foundation 
planting, behind a planting of spring- 
blooming bulbs or as a specimen at the 
end of the mixed border. Because -it is 
low and bushy, it is ideal for facing down 
taller shrubs which have bare stems to 
hide. Prefers sun or high shade. 


LONGVIEW 


QUEEN ELIZABETH Il CAMELLIA 


Description. This new Camellia japonica, 
named in honor of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II, has brilliant salmon pink 
blooms of incomplete double form. It 
closely resembles the Camellia reticulata 
variety Captain Rawes. (Longview) 
How-to Hints. Camellia japonica, whose 
popularity continues to increase steadily, 
is widely grown from North Carolina to 
Florida, along the Gulf Coast and on the 
Pacific Coast as far north as Seattle. 
In other areas it is not hardy. If you 
live in the favored, more temperate area, 
plant a few camellias in a shady part of 
the shrub border, 


HYBRID MOCK-ORANGE 
Description. This hybrid, Philadelphus 
splendens, has excellent shape and single 
white blooms 1% inches across in mid- 
June. The shrub is rounded with 
branches facing the ground all around 
and does not become leggy as it matures. 
Unlike many varieties of mock-orange, it 
has very little fragrance. Grows to 8 
feet. Hardy in zone 5, which includes 
Conn., Ohio, s. Ind., Mo., n. Okla. 
(Arnold Arboretum and Wayside) 
How-to Hints. Since Philadelphus splen- 
dens has such a fine growth habit, plant 


, it singly, so its form and outline can be 


enjoyed. It will grow vigorously. 


FOR MORE NEW PLANTS TURN PAGE 
53 








BELLS OF IRELAND 


makes flower arrangements of 
exquisite grace and beauty 
A spectacular annual with graceful 2-ft. 


stems smothered by row on row of 2-inch 
» veined bells with b ceinty 

white r mend inside each bell. Makes a 
sensational flower arrangement. Adds 
to any decor. Flower spikes will 
last for 3 weeks in water or they may be 
dried for winter arrangements. Grows 


—-. 
talog describes many other unique 
flowers, new ve — and orna- 
mental plants. It’s 
Write for lide Catalog 
FARMER SEED & NURSERY 


52 N. 15th FARIBAULT, MINNESOTA 


REEZER 
SWEET CORN 


FREEZE CUT KERNELS OR ON THE COB! 
LONG, SLENDER EARS, 
PENCIL-THIN COBS 









Tenderest kernels of all! Superb pyeete 

py Slender 8-inch ears with 8-10 rows 

kernels you ever 

it tear cree ake | CORE 
‘or Ye ges 

farm seeds in Free catalog. W COLOR 


FARMER SEED & NURSERY |“\i0° 
52 N. 8th Fairbault, Mi 


MAKE con” chara SALADS | 


wave “ALL RED: 
SALAD TRIM LETTUCE 


Sweet, crisp, crinkled red leaf let- 
tuce. Combine with wedges of red 
and yellow tomatoes and ~ am 


lettuce, for spectacular 
FARMER SEED & NURSERY 


52 N. 13th Fairbault, Minn. 
Get bushels from few plants! 


ALL-HYBRID 


VEGETABLE 
GARDEN 


row bigger. better Lng 





















r garden. 
tn your aif-mybet "s leading hybridizers 
come new hybrid tomatoes, on- 
ions, cucum squash, water- 
melon, sweet corn, peppers, egg- 
and asparagus 
with h hy id. Vigor, disease resis- 
fruits, Mield seeds, . 
brids, flowers, 
in new catalog. 
Write for FREE CATALOG! 
and 
FARMER SEED nursery 


52 N. 17th Feirbault, Minn, 





More New Introductions 
[FROM PAGE 53] 


nuals, vegetables, perennials, shrubs 

and fruits that you have met on the 
preceding pages, there are many, many 
more that are equally fine and worth 
growing in your 1956 garden. 

Petunias continue to be a popular 
subject for the plant breeders, who have 
gone all out to develop new strains 
which flower more freely, have larger, 
clearer- and brighter-colored blooms, 
neater growth habits and more vigor. 

Well-suited for foreground plantings 
and informal edgings where a long sea- 
son of bloom is desired are YELLOW 
GLEAM, KING SALMON, SCARLET 
GLEAM and BLUE BONNET (all Burpee). 
For a showy planting in a window box, 
hanging basket or large area in the gar- 
den foreground there is BALCONY 
SALMON (Burpee). A new petunia 
which contrasts effectively with the 1956 
All-America Selection, FirE DANCE, is 
SERENADE, a violet blue (Pan-American). 

FAIRYLAND, light salmon pink, and 
MINSTREL, deep purple splashed with 
white, are two showy newcomers that 
produce 3-inch blooms freely through- 
out the season. These two eye-catching 
varieties are most effective when planted 
in large masses (Sakata and Vaughan’s). 
Another showy new petunia is the very 
free-flowering multibloom mixture of 
DwarF GIANTS OF CALIFORNIA, with 
large, frilled and waved blooms (Den- 
holm). 

Marigolds, which are so rewarding 
yet demand so little care, are always 
best sellers. Among the new ones for 
1956 are many compact, dwarf varieties 
which are particularly effective when 
planted along a path or front edge of the 
border; or when planted in pots, or long 
wooden boxes for the terrace or patio. 

Among these new dwarf French 
marigolds are: ExTRA EARLY PRIMROSE 
Gem, light yellow, fully double (Den- 
holm); Cupmp GOLDEN, lemon yellow, 
chrysanthemum-like blooms . (Bodger); 
SERENADE, golden orange (Ferry- 
Morse); PYGMY PRIMROSE, double light 
yellow blooms with small red markings 
(Burpee); and HALLOWEEN, single, 
combinations of orange, yellow and 
maroon (Breck). 

The taller African marigolds will 
supply bright summer-long color to the 
border and are tops for cutting (if you 
don’t mind the pungent fragrance of the 
foliage). Two new tall varieties are 
ORANGE MuM with chrysanthemum-like 
blooms (Burpee) and NEAREST-TO- 
WHITE, a mixture of strains which Bur- 
pee has developed in its search for a 
pure white marigold. 

Sweet peas, snapdragons and calen- 
dulas, long favorites in the garden, are 
constantly being improved by the plant 


I ADDITION to the new exciting an- 


NEXT MONTH: HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO ROSES 


breeder. This year Burpee is introducing 
a whole ‘race of spring-flowering, heat 
resistant sweet peas with such musical 
names as SONATA, cream; DUET, salmon 
pink; TONE PoeM, clear salmon pink; 
RHAPSODY, scarlet-orange; SYMPHONY, 
clear salmon orange; and CONCERTO, 
crimson. Another Burpee introduction 
is the Lapy Gay sweet pea with ruffled 
rose-cerise blooms. Plant sweet peas 
along the fence or garage wall or use 
to screen an unsightly spot in the garden. 

From Japan comes a new snapdragon 
mixture that is almost 100% double. 
Blooms are crimson, rose-pink, bronzy 
pink and white (Sakata). Another new 
snapdragon is MARDI GRAS, a mixture 
including all the shades common to 
snapdragons; the florets are unusually 
large (Mandeville & King). 

For dependable bloom all summer long 
and a good supply of fine cutting flow- 
ers plant some calendulas in your gar- 
den. Two new varieties are RAys OF 
SUNSHINE, with blooms midway between 
the shaggy and the formal flat types, in 
yellow, buff, gold, salmon and deep 
orange (Bodger); and Nova, with single 
orange blooms with brown disk (Park). 

Here are more new annuals: BURPEE 
GOLD zinnia with informal loose petals 
(Burpee); SILVER MOON scabiosa, pure 
white ball-shaped blooms (Bodger); two 
new ageratum varieties, TETRA BLUE 
(Burpee) and BLUE MINK (Waller), 
both of which are excellent for edging; 
PINK CHAMPAGNE Iceland poppy, in 
shades of warm pink suffused with gold, 
a good plant for the border, blooming 
from early spring to fall if weather is 
cool (Waller); ORANGE SHERBERT 
Chabaud carnation, striped and flushed 
with scarlet on an apricot ground 
(Waller); two new varieties of balsam, 
a showy plant that was popular as a bed- 
ding plant in old-time gardens, ROYAL 
MIXED, white, cerise, salmon pink and 
salmon cerise and CHAMOIS ROSE, deep 
salmon (both Burpee); Rosiz, a new 
bachelor’s button of rose overcast with 
salmon (Vaughan’s); BLUE PEONY 
aster, clear mid-blue peony-like blooms 
(Burpee); and BURPEE PRIMROSE cos- 
mos, early-flowering light yellow (Bur- 
pee). 

Chrysanthemums, one of the finest 
and most popular of all perennials, are 
being improved from year to year, with 
the development of new flower forms, 
new colors, increased hardiness and 
bloom size. One of the most versatile of 
plants, chrysanthemums can be used for 
lining drives, for massive color accents 
in the border,in late summer and fall; 
for planting in pots and wooden tubs; 
or for interplanting in the shrub border. 

The new chrysanthemums include: 
WHITE MASQUERADE, tight, ball-like 
white blooms October 5 (Ladygo); 
Frosty, 5-6 inch white incurved double 
blooms (Inter-State); GmnGA, large pure 
white, loose incurve [See Pace 90] 


FLOWER GROWER 
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JUST RIGHT for the 

UAL SIZE OF 
IBO MIDGET 
WEET CORN 





Faribo 
GOLDEN 
MIDGET 

SWEET CORN 


(No. 215)—We honestly for this new r 
you've never tasted sw Miniature, s 
like this! Nc garden fo clusters, ( at every leaf node), : 

a few rows of this bl pact 18 to 24 inch vines. Matures extremely 

delicacy. Acclaimed the sweetest, tenderest, early. Makes unique, savory pickles. 

flavorful corn ever grown! Mid t, 4- Pkt. 25c, oz. 60c prepaid. 

butter-yellow ears, of highest 

it, on miniature 30 inch plants, in ‘Tess 
than 60 days! Nothing finer, fresh or frozen. 

V2 Ib. 70c (Seeds are small and go farther). 


Big Pkt. 35c. 


NEW! 
MINNESOTA 
DWARF “CUKE” XIil 


(No. 277) There’s room in the smallest 


apely 4 inch fruits are 








All America Gold Medal 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
MIDGET 
WATERMELLON 


CNo. 879) A sensational new 
melon for small gardens! Ex- 
tremely early! Valuable in the 
north—its high quality is 
unique! The 7-inch fruits 
make individual servings—a 
tefrigerator space-saver. Our 
strain has practically no rind, 
crisp, juicy, rich red flesh of 
high sugar content. 


Pkt. 25¢, oz. 65¢ ppd. 


MIDGET VEGETABLE 
SEED COLLECTION 
PKTS. one of each 
shown here $ 
$1.25 VALUE $] 


postpaid for only . 


TINY TIM TOMATO 


356)—A new midget sensation (No. 750)—These novel, minia- 


U. of Minn. Horticulture Dept. 

>| 4-inch cantaloupes—just right 

for individual serving, ripen in only 
60 days! Small 3 ft. vines, produce 
surprising numbers of luscious little 
melons with high sugar content, edi- 
to the rind! Pkt. 25c, oz. 60 ppd. 


ture three-quarter inch tomatoes 
are easy to grow in house or gar- 
den. A fascinating, colorful, potted 
house plant. Ideal for garnish- 
ing winter-time menus, or in sal- 
ads and preserves. 


Pkt. 25c, 3 Pkts. 65c 


FARMER SEED & NURSERY COMPANY 
53-N-Ist St., Faribault, Minn, 


Enclosed is $ 


on request 


1956 
FARMER SEED 
CATALOG 


Everything New For 
Your Garden, Or- 
chard or Farm 


Check here [] 


Please send me 
(Quantity) 


MIDGET VEGETABLE SEED COLLECTIONS 


Each Collection will contain 1 Packet t oes variety illustrated on 
this page—5 Packets in all for only $1.0 


£ NURSERY 
COMPANY 


FARMER SEE 


53-N-Ist ST., FARIBAULT, MINN. 


—————— 





HAMBURG. OW 


1 Charles Curtis 


New, bright scarlet-crimson. 
One of the best. 


1 Purple Heart 


New, our finest purple- 


& e 
1 Brigadier 
New, large heads of brilliant 
orange-flame. 


With over one million plants in 
bloom we selected these 
outstanding varieties to make this 
“get acquainted” offer! . This is 
one of the finest phlox offers 

in America! Don’t miss it! 


CHARLES 
Curtis 


INTER-STATE 


‘s Largest Direct-to-You 


NURSERIES 


These 
Named 
Varieties 


present these ¢ 


Order direct from 


$ 


00 


NEW FINEST 
postpaid and 


PHLOX § 


A regular $1.95 Value! 


Hardy-giant heads! Will grace the most charming garden. 
A carnival of color—and these big blossoms stay beautiful 
right through summer’s heat. They are truly superb — 
with flowers almost twice as large as pictured. Our husky 
No. 1 field grown plants will bloom freely this summer 
and for years to come. Inter-State Phlox do not winter- 
kill—come up year after year, larger and more flowers. 


BRIGADIER 

















Vrtondl direct mail offere! 


iithese ads—use coupon or letter 


EXCITING, NEW, HARDY LILIES 
at special introductory prices! 


Giant OLYMPIC LILIES ::::-:.: 


Created by Jan de Graaff, Giant Olympic is truly America’s Finest 
Hardy Garden Lily. The huge, trumpet-shaped flowers are 7 to 9 
inches long and 5 to 6 inches across, blooming in great clusters on 
husky stems 4 to 6 feet tall. This is a special selected strain grown 
from seed which gives a pleasing variation of colors. Some bulbs 
produce flowers of cool icy green, others in shades of yellow, some 
are beautiful pink and others are white with a golden throat and 
shades of pink on the outside. Naturally we cannot select the 
separate colors, but all of them will delight you when THEY 
BLOOM IN YOUR GARDEN THIS SUMMER. Starts bloom- 
ing right after the Regals in July and continues for several weeks. 
Vigorous, healthy, fragrant, free-blooming, a grand lily all over 
America. Plant in a well-drained spot 7 inches deep, in full sun or 
part shade. Will come up year after year becoming more beautiful 
each year. The large size bulbs produce more flowers. 
Each 50c 3 for $1.25 6 for $2.25 Postpaid & 


guaranteed 


SURPRISE LILIE pro pn taped 


This amazing bulb produces attractive green foliage in the spring. 

The foliage then dies down. In August, the flower stalks shoot up 

2 feet tall with large lily-shaped flowers, a lovely orchid-pink. There 

are often 8 to 12 flowers on a single stem. When cut, they will 

last a week. Perfectly hardy but we do not advise planting in cold 

states like Minnesota, Dakotas, etc. Plant so the bulb is covered 

with 4 to 5 inches of soil, in sun or part shade. We recommend a 

winter mulch to prevent alternate thawing and freezing. Before 

the spring foliage dies down, put in a small marker so you will 

know where the bulb is and not hoe it up. The bulb multiplies, so 

each passing year there are more flowers. 

Each 50c 3 for $1.25 6 for $2.25 Rostra & 
by With any order of $2.00 or more from these 

offers in these Inter-State ads, we will send you 


absolutely FREE OF CHARGE 1 new Sir John Falstaff 


e lA (regular Catalog price is 75c each!) — the new 
VOL TOWMLUSH phiox sensation — a huge salmon color — 
e * ei ¢ . . 


each individual flower as big as a silver dollar! 


INTER-STATE NURSERIES 


216 EST. HAMBURG, IOWA 
Please ship the following: [] FREE CATALOG 
[] Phlox Collection at $1.00 each 
[] Giant Olympic Lilies @ 1 for 50¢ 3 for $1.25 6 for $2.25 
[] Surprise Lilies @ 1 for 50c 3 for $1.25 6 for $2.25 
(] SPECIAL, Free Sir John Falstaff with 


any $2.00 purchase of the above items, Amount enclosed 


NAME 





ST. ADDRESS or RFD 





CITY 























Stark DWARF 
Apple Trees is 


sd last! Stark DWARF ° 
» Peach Trees . - 





Giant Size 
Apples, Peaches & Pears 
from STARK DWARF TREES 
After years of develop- 
ment Stark Bro's now 
offer you TRUE dwarf 
peach trees in addition to 
dwarf pear trees and the 
amazing U Patented 
Quadruple-Life dwarf 
apple trees. These dwarfs 
become firmly established 
the first season and often 


LOUISIANA MO 


HaROY 


sa oS 
TREES AND 


eceTaR 


ORNAMENTALS 
CHAMPION fe 


Freuit 
worio's 


Exclusive New 


358 Color Photographs—64 Big Pages—Over a foot long Burbank 


Only from STARK BRO’S can you get rt 





Stark EXCLUSIVE LEADER Varieties 


It’s yours FREE! Just rush coupon for new giant 64 page Stark Fruit Tree and 
Landscape Catalog. See all the exciting new Fruit and Ornamental growing miracles 
that only Stark Bro’s offer you. See how you can surround your home with nature’s 
color and beauty from earliest spring... how you can grow world famous U. 8. Pat- 
ented and Trade Marked Fruit Trees developed and sold only by Stark Bro’s. Every 
page is in FULL NATURAL COLOR ... 80 you can see and read about these 358 amaz- 


:e 
lusive Burbank varieties 


ing varieties of Stark Apples, Berries, Peaches, Pears, Roses, Flowering Vines and Shrubs... 
just as they will flourish around your home. See why it pays to get Stark Bro’s nursery 


bear fruit second season. 
FRUIT AS LARGE 
OR LARGER 
Apples, Peaches and Pears 
produced on Stark 
DWARF Trees are just as 
Large or Larger, just as 
Deliciously Flavored and 
just as fine in every way 
as the same varieties 
grown on standard trees 
and you don't need a 


stock to be sure of extra quality, extra growing vigor and beauty .. . and extra profits. ladder to pick them. 
Stark Bro’s now in our 140th year, backs every order with a three-way guarantee 


of satisfaction. 

CATALOG CONTAINS LANDSCAPE PLANNING GUIDE 
Shows you WHERE and HOW to plant for the most pleasing effect. Shows you 
HOW to select the right plant for the right place just as an expert would. Add beauty 
to your home. Add dollar and cents value too—Real Estate men declare that Trees 
and Shrubs make a place easier to sell or rent—and at a higher price too. The supply 
of Catalogs is limited—so send for yours TODAY. Just mail coupon NOW —get 
yours FREE—while they last! 


IMPORTANT: Supply of STARK DWARF trees is limited. Request catalog and order early! 


STARK 
BRO'S sus s 


-_— : a — 
FREE MAIL THIS COUPON FOR 
1956 COLORPHOTO CATALOG 
STARK BRO’S NURSERIES & ORCHARDS CO 
Box 716, Louisiana, Missouri FG1-56 
new STARK 1956 COLORPHOTO FRUIT. 
O Oo ee ee ee with Sorgeous ery Mn | raphs of 


ot Frakt = cee DWARF Fruit 
Roses, Berries. 


YOU CAN MAKE MONEY—FULL 
TIME OR SPARE TIME 


MEN AND WOMEN WANTED 
to Sell STARK TREES 


ORCHARDS co Turn your spare time into cash! Introduce 
* famous Stark Super-Quality Varieties in 
Largest In Worid—Oldest in AMERICA your locality , . . easy, pleasant work dur- 
Box 716, Town of Louisiana, MISSOURE ing evenings, Saturdays, any time. No 
- experience needed to start. Everyone 
Spare Time knows Stark Bro’s, World's Largest Nurs- 

Earnings ery, founded 139 years ago. Get big, color- 

ful money-making sales outfit FREE. 
Shows you how to start earning first day 
you try. CHECK COUPON, and Mail 
it today! We'll send all the facts at once! Zone. Siete 


Check Bottom Box if YOU want K HERE for M, eet Gaslay ts king Sales Plans and FREE Demonstration Kit. 
to Make Spare Time Money! eee Wo invetavenn, Ko exparteuse wid 


fee Se eee 


oO Ns taticccenc pindssabenintsnins Fruit for Profit. 
oO Send me your special offer tor early orders. 


Teacher Earns 
Spare Time 
pS ine Eva 

Homer De Bundy, Okla., 

New has sold for Stark Bro's 
more than 10 years. 

Adds more than $50.00 

@ month to earnings 

writing orders after 

school and Saturdays. 


Name. 





2nd Taitial 





R.F.D. of Street Address (Very Important) 





o: | ; cogops 7, 
is alist 


Last year Stark Bro's 
paid him $11,340.66. 

















LAKESIDE 


Johnnie Casey, a four-star winner, is 
a miniature dahlia with red and white 
flowers measuring 3% inches across. 


ISCOVERING any new variety is a 
D thrill. The difficulty lies in actu- 
ally finding-something worth dis- 
covering or growing in your garden. 
When it comes to dahlias, FLOWER 
GROWER takes away much of the guess- 
work by presenting the National Dahlia 
Honor Roll each year. The Honor Roll 
Dahlias for 1956 are listed at right. 

Here is how the FLOWER GROWER 
Dahlia Honor Roll works. We have 
four regional testers—all noted authori- 
ties on dahlias—located in the East, 
South, Midwest and West Coast. These 
men actually grow the new varieties in 
their own test gardens, and the varieties 
scoring 85 points or better on the Ameri- 
can Dahlia Society score card are placed 
on the Honor Roll. In addition to grow- 
ing these new varieties, our testers also 
travel to other test gardens to further 
observe and score them. 

In the Honor Roll listing you will 
note that after each variety there are 
stars—one, two, three or four. These 
indicate the region of the tester who 
placed it on the Honor Roll. 

Three varieties, GROUCHO MARX, 


DAMLIADELL 


Needles is a purple and white collar- 
ette. A four-star dahlia, it is the 
first 


of this type in these colors. 


DISCOVER 
dahlias for 56 


NEEDLES and JOHNNIE CASEY, are four- 
star winners, having received high scores 
from all testers. Several others are 
three-star dahlias, and many are listed 
by two of the four testers. 

The fact that one dahlia may only 
have one or two stars is no indication 
that it is inferior to a four-star winner. 
In some instances dahlias are not sent 
to all four testers for trial. Also, grow- 
ing conditions in some areas may have 
been so bad as to prevent even the best 
from growing well. These variations 
are brought out in the four individual 
reports which start on the next page. 

New gardeners are always delighted 
when they discover there are many types 
and sizes of dahlias other than the “soup 
plates.” One of the four-star winners 
this year, NEEDLES, is a collarette and is 
pictured at right above. Yes, the large 
“A” dahlias are on the Honor Roll, too, 
as are the medium ones, “B” and “BB,” 
and the miniatures, which fit into many 
garden borders so well. You will surely 
discover several or more new and dif- 
ferent dahlias from the 1956 Honor 
Roll. 
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Reports from Flower Grower 


Eastern 
Selections 


by LYNN B. DUDLEY 


UR GARDEN did not come 
QO into full bloom until after 

October 1. This was due 
to the most unusual combina- 
tion of weather extremes ever 
experienced in the East. 

First came drought from the 
middle of May into August— 
rainfall was about 8 inches un- 
der normal. Then during July 
and August, the still backward 

plants were sered by twenty-two days of 90° and over 
heat, which continued through many nights at 80° to 85°. 

We had two devastating hurricanes in August and Sep- 
tember, followed by a cyclone in October. Our garden 
received 14.20 inches of rain during the two hurricanes 
and 3.70 inches from the cyclone. So it was a season of 
too little or too much of most of nature’s aids to garden 
growth. 

But we were fortunate in that our garden is so situated 
as to get several hours of shade from the hot sun, and has 
enough slope to let a part of excessive rainfall run off. 
It also has some protection from high winds. Even so, it 
was necessary to restake and tie much of the garden after 
each big blow. Some loss from broken-down plants was 
experienced. On the whole, however, most other gardens 
in the Northeast suffered losses greater than ours. Indeed, 
there were quite a few gardens which were 90 to 100 per 
cent destroyed. 

For testing, we received 107 varieties from 53 origina- 
tors and introducers in 17 states and Holland. Of these, 
32 were of sufficient merit, in our opinion, to be worthy 
of listing on the Eastern Honor Roll. Undoubtedly, others 
would have scored the required 85 points or over on the 
American Dahlia Society Score Card, which we use, had 
they not been damaged by drought, heat, wind and flood. 

We can also report less than usual occurrence of virus 
diseases among the varieties sent for tests. Fewer plants 
were destroyed because of disease than in any previous 
testing season. This is most encouraging. 

We hope FLOweR GROwER readers will find some new 
and interesting color and form types for their gardens 
among the varieties listed and described in the following 
group. 

“4” Size, over 8 inches 

Groucho Marx: semi-cactus, white, slightly ivory in 
tone. Size, 11 by 6% inches. Blooms on 8- to 10-inch 
stems; held at 45° angle. Bush 4% feet. [SEE PAGE 73] 


60 


Midwest 


Selections 


by J. LOUIS ROBERTS 


worse season weatherwise. It was very hot and dry. 

In fact, all flowers suffered, with the possible excep- 
tion of water-lilies and other aqueous plants. My dahlia 
plants just stopped growing, in spite of a marsh hay mulch 
2 inches thick. However, a few recovered and flowered. 
All dahlia gardens in the Midwest were the same. 

The dahlia trials in my garden this year were inter- 
national. In addition to the usual American varieties, .I 
received dahlias for testing from Japan, Holland and 
Australia. Comparative dahlias shown in the Honor Roll 
list were the 1955 winning varieties in the respective 
specimen bloom classes. 

“A” Size, over 8 inches 

Groucho Marx: semi-cactus, white. Size, 12 by 9 

inches. Bush, medium. The plants in the trial garden 
did not flower but were in bud 
when frost killed them. The 
flower size.was measured in 
Milwaukee. Flowers were 
flown in from California for 
the Midwest Show. They were 
also flown into Chicago for the 
Central States Dahlia Society’s 
show a week later. 

At both of these shows this 
dahlia won as the best three- 
year or older undisseminated 

dahlia. It should win over WHITEHALL and GRAF FOLKE 
VON BERNADOTTE, this year’s winners. (Comstock) 

Arubanita: semi-cactus, scarlet red. Size, 10 by 5 
inches. Bush, medium. Competes with THE CARDINAL 
and MAFFIE. (Ballego) 

Bandana: incurved cactus, bicolor red and white. Size, 
10 by 5 inches. Bush tall. As with most bicolors some 
flowers are of solid color. When showing the two colors, 
the outer petals are a rich red and the center ones are 
mostly white. Very pleasing. Competes with ARIsTos. 
(Ballego) 


T 40 years of growing dahlias I can’t remember a 


“B” Size, 4 to 6 inches 

Johnnie K: semi-cactus, dark red. Size, 5 by 3% 
inches, which would make it a “BB” dahlia (under 6 
inches). Bush short. Stem is 9 inches to first leaf. Good 
flowering habit. Competes with Prince Noir and Two 
IN ONE. (Lakeside) 

“M’”? Miniature 

Johnnie Casey: formal decorative, bicolor red and 

white. Size, 34% by 2% inches. Bush [SEE Pace 73] 
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Southern 
Selections 
by CONRAD E. FAUST 


HE YEAR 1955 was a good growing year for dahlias 

T in our section of the country. We had plenty of 

moisture in May, June, July and August. Septem- 

ber was very dry and hot, but 

the plants were well established 

and the drought did not affect 
growth very much. 

I received 78 new introduc- 
tions for testing and the ma- 
jority of plants grew vigorously. 
Due to hurricane storms on the 
East Coast and extreme heat 
and drought condition in Mid- 
west, there were several re- 

quests for a retrial at a later 
date due to shortage of roots which would prevent in- 
troduction this year. 

The following new introductions are my Honor Roll 
Dahlias for 1956: 

“4” Size, over 8 inches 

Groucho Marx: semi-cactus, clear white. Size, 11 by 7 
inches. Vigorous grower with strong stem. Bush height, 
5% feet. (Comstock) 

Arubanita: informal decorative, cherry red. Size, 9 
by 5 inches. Bush height, 6 feet. Vigorous grower. Stem, 
8 inches, strong, holding flower facing. (Ballego) 

“RB” Size, 6 to 8 inches 

Iva Ree: formal decorative, white. Size, 7 by 4 inches. 
Stem strong holding flower facing; vigorous clean grower; 
prolific bloomer. Bush height, 5 feet. (Nicholson) 

Pem: semi-cactus; light phlox purple, slightly blended 
with white. Size, 8 by 4 inches. Stem, 6 to 8 inches, is 
strong, holding bloom facing to 45°. Bush height, 4 feet. 
(Pape-Rocky River) 

Vagabond: semi-cactus, dark red with velvet sheen. 
Size, 8 by 4 inches. Stem, 6 to 8 inches, is strong, holding 
flower facing. Bush height, 442 feet. (De Rooy-Rocky 
River) 





“BB” Size, 4 to 6 inches 

Peach Blend: formal decorative, light blend, rose pink 
blending mimosa yellow. Size, 5¥2 by 3% inches. Stem, 
8 inches, strong. Vigorous clean grower. Prolific; bush 
height, 5% feet. Achievement Medal East Liverpool 
1955. (Haught-Rocky River) 

Little Patty: semi-cactus, white. Size, 542 by 3 inches, 
Stem strong with majority blooms facing. Vigorous clean 
grower. Prolific bloomer. Bush height, 5% feet. Good 
cut flower. (Lake Side Gardens) [SEE Pace 73] 


Dahlia Honor Roll Testers 





West Coast 
Selections 
by RICHARD T. EDDY 


HE 1955 DAHLIA SEASON was more normal on the 
West Coast than it was in most of the country, 
judging by reports and talking with growers in the 

Midwest and East. 

I visited and helped to judge shows in Milwaukee, 
Chicago, New York and Washington. Most of these had 
less entries and blooms than in normal-weather seasons. 
But I found no lessening of enthusiasm among the in- 
trepid and resourceful horticultural sect known as “dahlia 
fans.” 

While I was not home during all of the growing and 
blooming season, I had expert checkers and plantsmen on 
the job, while I pursued my other hobby of world travel. 
Running through their notes and observing the plants and 
blooms in September, I have arrived at the following 
Honor Roll selections. 

“A” Size, over 8 inches 

Big Top: straight cactus, light blend of Persian rose 
(lavender) and white. Size, 11 by 5% inches. Stems 6 to 
8 inches. Bush 5% feet. Another big cactus. (H. H. 
Robens) 

Bingo: informal decorative, light Persian rose. Size, 
8 to 10 inches in diameter, 4¥%2 to 6 inches in depth. 
Foliage insect-resistant; stems good, position facing. Bush 
4 feet. Received certificates at Rutgers and Long Island 
trial gardens with scores of 85 and 85.2. (Robert R. 
Klein) 

Borum Sunrise: formal decorative, primrose yellow, 
without any other tones. Blooms 10 by 6 inches, held on 
side and slightly up on strong stems. Broad, 4-foot bush. 
Good keeper. (Boram-Parrella) 

Ella Bolster: light primrose yellow. Size, 11 by 6 
inches or larger. Bush 5 feet. Stems, 8 to 10 inches, hold 
blooms on side and at 45° angle. It has strong competi- 
tion at shows but it can win. Very free fiowering. (J. G. 
Ballego & Sons) 

Groucho Marx: semi-cactus, ivory white. Size, 11 by 
6% inches. Broad petals, rev- 
olute for nearly half length to 
fine points. Bush 4 feet. Good 
substance. Saw this in five 
shows, to which the blooms 
had been air expressed. Won 7 
major awards. (Comstock) 

Highbrow: formal decora- 
tive, rose pink with deeper pink 
shadings. Size, 10 by 5 inches. 
Stems, cane-like, [SEE PAGE 73] 
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Camellia japonica is completely at home in the shelter Tree Peony Hana Kisoi, with its beautiful fringed pink flowers, 
of the foundation planting and blooms profusely, some- is one of 500 varieties grown by Dr. Gurin. They thrive 
times as early as February. Plant is six years old, in partial shade in well-drained, slightly alkaline soils. 





4. A _ OFen 
Rhododendron Handsworth White, a rather rare 
variety, grows vigorously at the base of a birch and 


is surrounded by an azalea and Camellia japonica. 


nO RAPHS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 
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The Turkish tulip, Tulipa acuminata, stretches 
a full 18 inches in height to show off its yellow, 
red-lined flowers against a background of azaleas. 


DISCOVER ‘the 
thrill in being 


a plant collector 


by JOHN R. REBHAN 


Neck, Long Island, N. Y., has assembled such a large col- 

lection of plants around his home that he does not know 
how many different species it contains nor how many genera it 
represents. To take an inventory would be a tremendous task, but 
the broad classification reads something like this: deciduous and 
evergreen trees and shrubs, herbaceous perennials, bulbous plants, 
cacti, vegetables and aquatics. All these he concentrates on a 
city plot which is no larger than a half acre. Few of the items in 
this startling collection are common everyday things, for Dr. 
Gurin’s flair is in finding the new and unusual. 

Tree peonies are his specialty, and he knows without consulting 
his notebook or map that he is currently growing 500 varieties and 
cultivating a total of 700 plants. Obviously he considers the 
flowers of the tree peony to be unparalleled and he enjoys their 
flowers from May 5 to June 5—a long season of bloom that he 
accomplishes by growing the following types: Chinese Moutans, 
Japanese Moutans and the lutea and Delavayi hybrids. In dis- 
cussing the relative merits of each group, he adds as an aside that 
he also has 200 herbaceous peonies. 

Dr. Gurin enjoys his collection at odd times during the day and 
can be seen strolling about the grounds between visits from patients 
and hospital duties. His interest in plants took hold shortly after 
he, his wife and daughter, who is an accomplished painter in her 
teens, moved to their new home fourteen years ago and had good 
success with plants patients gave them to “dress up the place.” 
He looks at plants with a medical eye sometimes, and the mottled 
foliage of an aucuba snuggled behind some azaleas at the office 
door reminds him of measles. 

His interest is so great that he banished the family car from the 
garage which he turned into a sort of conservatory that he calls his 
orangerie. Out of doors during the summer, oranges, grapefruit 
and pomegranates in tubs are moved into the orangerie when the 
weather threatens frost. On sunny winter days, the garage doors, 
which face south, are opened and the warm-climate plants are 
protected from the cold yet have enough sunlight to continue 
growth. His next acquisition for the orangerie will be a crape- 
myrtle that he plans to grow in a tub beside Camellia reticulata— 
another winter resident of the orangerie. 

Camellia reticulata is not the only camellia he grows, and Dr. 
Gurin is incredulous when a visitor shows amazement at the 
camellias he uses for landscape effe@ about the property. Having 
grown hybrids of Camellia Sasanqua and Camellia japonica suc- 
cessfully for years, he seems to forget that in most people’s minds, 
camellias are tender subjects only for favored Southern gardens. 
Their amazement at seeing them out of doors [See Pace 112] 


D**= THE PAST FOURTEEN YEARS Dr. David Gurin of Great 
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WILDFIRE—A brilliant fire-engine red floribunda with 
wide-flaring, semi-single blooms flushed with pale yellow. 
Heavy, firm petals assure long-lasting blooms. The buds in 
each cluster open quickly and almost simultaneously. Ex- 
cellent for mass planting, hedges, borders. (Armstrong) 
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SPARTAN—Sturdy, vigorous floribunda with large, hybrid tea- 
shaped blooms of orange-red which later soften to a reddish coral at 
the finish. Buds are burnt orange. Dark green foliage is tough and 
exceptionally disease-resistant. Hybridized by E. S. Boerner, origi- 
nator of Fashion, Vogue and Jiminy Cricket. (Jackson & Perkins) 


DISCOVER the new 


roses for 1956 


MERIMAN PHOTO ART 


ROSE MARIE REID—A dawn pink-hybrid tea with blooms 
5 to 6 inches across. The petals are softly rolled back at the 
edges. The deep green, heavily textured, leathery foliage 
is an effective background for the softly colored blooms. 
Plants are tall, vigorous and remarkably disease-resistant. 
Two illustrious All-America roses, Charlotte Armstrong 
and Katherine ¥. Marshall, are the parents. Hybridized by 
Milton L. Whisler, originator of Easter Parade, Sun Valley, 
Candleglow, Amigo and Climbing San Fernando. (Germain’s) 





= 


de 
oe ae ace 

















4 


LOVE SONG—The all-time 
favorite, Peace, is one of the 
parents of this salmon-pink 
bicolor hybrid tea. (The other 
parent is Orange Nassau.) The 
blooms have a form like Peace 
and are 5 to 6 inches across. 
The lower third of the petals 
is bright yellow and the re- 
verse is lighter yellow. When 
the buds start to open, they 
-~* are deep yellow edged with 

. SS ee , dark coppery rose. They do 
a ae pore not fade as the blooms open. 
, § ? Love Song blooms freely and 
continuously. Originated by 
Gladys Fisher. (Conard-Pyle) 








BETSY McCALL—Except for its lighter tone and greater 
size, this floribunda is very similar to its parent, the 
popular Fashion. The blooms are soft coral with a 
light overlay cf gold. They are always fresh and clean. 
The foliage is strong though not heavy, and the plant 
is vigorous and relatively hardy. (Jackson & Perkins) 


SNINUSd F NOSHOVE 


CIRCUS—All-America Selection for 1956. A multicolored flori- 
bunda which changes from red and bright yellow while in bud; to 
orange-buff flushed with appleblossom pink when opening; to 
bright red when open fully. Bud has good form and high- 
centered blooms open gracefully. Plants are full, have glossy 
foliage, and are of low to medium height. (Armstrong) 


FOR MORE ROSES TURN TO PAGE 84 
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DISCOVER the best 
of the past decade 


plant introductions that entice 

gardeners, and when engrossed in 
the alluring descriptions of the new ones 
it is easy to forget some of the older 
varieties which still hold an important 
place in horticulture. So that you do not 
overlook some of the old favorites 
FLOWER GROWER asked eight experts to 
evaluate introductions of the past 
decade. 

Fred Rockwell and Esther Grayson 
are a_ well-known husband-and-wife 
team to FLOWER GROWER readers (Fred 
is a senior editor) and their selections of 
annuals should be of great interest; R. 
Milton Carleton is known for- Midwest 
Pointers and likes vegetables so well 
(with the exception of corn) that his 
decisions are more than visual; W. Ray 
Hastings, executive secretary of All- 
America Selections, has done an able 
job of choosing the All-America win- 
‘ners which have been either directly 
or indirectly responsible for great horti- 
cultural improvements in flowers and 
vegetables; C. W. Wood who regularly 
writes Plants Out-of-the-Ordinary is an 
old hand at variety comparisons and has 
selected the best in perennials; C. 
Eugene Pfister has condensed pages of 
data on roses into a few easily under- 
stood charts; P. P. Pirone, our Modern 
Gardener, selects trees; Donald Wyman 
has an excellent opportunity to compare 
shrubs at the Arnold Arboretum and he 
makes some intersting observations. 


Annuals 


HERE ARE SOME of our favorite annuals. 
Let’s take the “big three” first—mari- 
golds, petunias and zinnias. 

Marigolds have taken more awards 
than any other annual flower. This is 
not surprising since the different types 


E ACH NEW YEAR brings exciting 
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vary so much in height, flower form and 
habit. GuINEA GOLD which received a 
gold medal long ago in the tall African 
class, is still a dependable 2'%2-foot 
orange-gold beauty which is well worth 
growing as is MAMMOTH MoM, a sul- 
phur-yellow and the largest of all. 
LIMELIGHT, an early flowering yellow, 
glistens with 3-inch blooms and fills the 
need for a better color range and a 
variety of flower form. BUFF BEAUTY, 
May LING, and MAN-IN-THE-MOON are 
others which we could not do without. 

Among the dwarf French doubles 
ideal for edging, YELLOW PyGMy has 
always been our favorite with SUNKIST 
(golden-orange) running a close second. 
NAUGHTY MarieTTA, yellow to orange 
with red markings, and RED HEap, gold 
and red, are the dwarf French singles 
we like best. 

In petunias we always grow SALMON 
SUPREME and SILVER MEDAL, both fine 
salmon varieties. COMANCHE we con- 
sider an altogether better garden subject 
than the original fire red, FIRE CHIEF. 

In the fringed class, salmon BAL- 
LERINA with flowers to 4 inches across 
and rose-pink PRIMA Donna of equal 
size are two of the outstanding F, hy- 
brids. The advent of these first and 
second generation hand-pollinated hy- 
brids has opened up rich new possibili- 
ties in petunia breeding so that we may 
look for great things during the near 
future. 

The handsome petunia, Mrs. DWIGHT 
D. EISENHOWER, is one of the early 
very large all doubles, and we like 
BURPEE ORCHID equally well. 

Zinnias are universally loved by home 
gardeners for their ease of culture, and 
colors have been greatly improved in the 
past ten years. BLAZE, a brilliant scarlet- 
orange selection of the remarkable Bur- 
pee GIANT HysribDs, is the outstanding 


winner. This strain, with fluffy ruffled 
petals on very double flowers to 5 inches 
across, has contributed other named 
varieties equally deserving of recogni- 
tion. These include RIVERSIDE BEAUTY, 
azalea pink; SUNNY Boy, yellow; 
EskKIMO, white; APRICOT and GLAMOUR 
GIRLs in tints of buff, apricot, chamois, 
salmon, rose, pale yellow and cream. 
This mixture is something no annual 
garden should be without. 

Ageratum MIDGET BLUE we prefer to 
other seed strains because it is more 
uniform in height and color. 

Cleome PINK QUEEN is a must for 
semi-wild garden areas where it reseeds 
freely. White HELEN CAMPBELL is 
equally good. 

Cosmos Dazzler (crimson) and 
RADIANCE (crimson to rose) are still 
remarkably fine varieties of the sensa- 
tion type, while the very floriferous red 
and orange bicolor Fiesta will attract 
attention even at a distance. 

Hollyhock INDIAN SPRING, a semi- 
double fringed in rose-pink is particu- 
larly noteworthy because it blooms the 
first year from seed as does its sister 
INDIAN SUMMER, with double flowers in 
pastel shades. We like to plant these 
against a white out-building or fence. 

Morning glory Blue Star we like 
almost as well as the incomparable 
HEAVENLY BLUE of which it is a natural 
sport. The deeper blue midribs of this 
variety form a perfect centra] star. We 
plant it with PEARLY GATES, a very 
early white. 

Nierembergia PURPLE ROBE is really 
a tender perennial but will bloom the 
first year from seed if started early in- 
doors. The charming lavender cup-like 
blossoms literally cover the sturdy shrub- 
like plants. We use it for borders and in 
window boxes where it is unexcelled. 

Snapdragons have been greatly im- 
proved with the introduction of the 
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tetraploids that have sturdy stems and 
large flowers. A few good ones in- 
clude CANDLELIGHT (yellow), CRIMSON 
(shades of rose) and Tetra U.S.D.A. 
#11 (rose). 

Sweet alyssum ROYAL CARPET is a 
boon to gardeners with its masses of 
purple and white on spreading plants 
only a few inches tall. We use it to 
edge the rose beds. 

And finally we are particularly fond 
of tithonia Torcu. This brilliant red- 
orange “Mexican sunflower” has always 
been too tall for comfort, the great 
coarse plants fairly peeping into the 
second story windows. ToRCH, with 
blossoms rather like single dahlias, 
grows only waist high and is an 
early bloomer.—F. F. ROCKWELL and 
EsTHER C., GRAYSON 


Vegetables 


A LIST OF THE BEST VEGETABLES intro- 
duced during the past ten years does not 
automatically include all the varieties 
the home gardener must know. In 
many crops the best varieties are those 
introduced in the golden days of home 
gardening, the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. 

We must face the fact that for at least 
twenty-five years the breeding of vege- 
tables has been directed to the com- 
mercial grower. If a variety happened 
to have home garden quality this was 





VEGETABLES 


TENDERGREEN Bush Snapbean (1933) 
‘GREAT LAKES Lettuce (1944) 
FORDHOOK 242 Bush Lima Bean (1945) 
PROLIFIC STRAIGHTNECK Squash (1938) 
IOCHIEF Hybrid Sweetcorn (1951) 
PRITCHARD Tomato (1933) 

IMPERATOR Carrot (1933) 

MARKETER Cucumber (1943) 

CLEMSON SPINELESS Okra (1939) 
CONGO Watermelon (1950) 
IMPERIAL Cantaloupe (1935) 
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e W. Ray Hastings has compiled an unusual list of 
flowers and vegetable varieties. These have all won 
All-America awards in the past. Some of them have 
been superseded by later varieties, but they are of 
particular interest because they are responsible for 


purely an accident and of little im- 
portance. ‘ 

The needs of the two groups seldom 
agree. Commercial truckers demand 
above all a good-looking product with 
high color. It has to be tough enough to 
stand rough handling in shipment and 
the whole crop should mature so that 
it can be harvested in one or two pick- 
ings. A home gardener, to the contrary, 
puts quality and high flavor above color 
and “finish.” He abhors a short picking 
period and hopes one planting will carry 
him through an entire season. He pre- 
fers varieties that are so delicate and 
tender that he must rush them to the 
table as soon as gathered. 

The best green snap bean of the past 
decade is not hard to determine. It is 
a variety created by the U.S.D.A. called 
CONTENDER. Commercial men rejected 
it because the pods had a tendency to 
curve or “sickle,” and it produced over 
a long period of time. The quality is 
unsurpassed by any American bean in- 
troduced to date. 

Commercial preference is for so-called 
“baby” lima beans. Taste-conscious 
home gardeners vote for FoRpwOOK 242 
with big flavorful seeds. 

In beets, stick to a fine old-time 
quality variety like LONG SEason. The 
newer beets have perfect red color but 
less flavor. 

Whether the carrot variety TOUCHON 
is better than NANTES HALF LONG de- 
pends on whether or not you.“eat with 
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ALL-AMERICA VARIETIES WORTH DISCOVERING 


GIANT SOUTHERN CURLED Mustard (1935) 
JUBILEE Tomato (1943) 

AMERICA Spinach (1952) 

CHERRY BELLE Radish (1949) 


FLOWERS 


VICTORIOUS MIXED Double Petunia (1934) 
FANTASY Mixed Zinnias (1935) 
DIXIE SUNSHINE Marigold (1936) 
RUST-PROOF Snapdragons (1935) 
GIANT SENSATION DAZZLER 

Cosmos (1936) 


Ssoeann aan ee nna sane 


affecting some major horticultural improvements such i 
as color, season of bloom, disease resistance, flavor, : 
or size of flower. In other words these varieties might i 
be called horticultural milestones.—W. R. HASTINGs, 
Executive Secretary of the All-America Selections. 





your eyes.” In other words, it is a 
better-looking carrot when cooked due 
to its darker more uniform color. 
Otherwise it is identical to NANTE> 
one of the highest quality vegetabies 
ever produced for home garden use. 

If my memory serves me correct), 
Florida FULL Heart escarolle was in- 
troduced within the past ten years. Here 
is a superb late fall and early winter 
salad, with beautifully blanched centers. 
The flavor cannot be equalled by any 
escarolle found anywhere in the world. 

The best lettuce introduced within the 
past decade is BRONZE BEAUTY, a rich- 
flavored loose head of maroon and 
green that adds beauty to a salad. If I 
could have only one lettuce, however, 
MATCHLEss would be the one, and 
MATCHLEss is at least fifty years old. 

Best cantaloupe of recent years is 
IRoquo!Is. Quality is high, and the vines 
resist discase. Except for this matter of 
disease, the finest melon I’ve ever tasted 
was an old-fashioned green-fleshed 
EMERALD GEM. 

I am enthusiastic about the new hy- 
brid onions. They grow so quickly that 
the bulbs are more tender than older 
varieties. Both AUTUMN SPICE (a 
brown winter-keeper of the Southport 
type) and Hysprip SWEET SPANISH are 
amazingly good when compared with 
the old timers. 

WANDO pea is not the best flavored 
nor is it the heaviest bearer. It is, how- 
ever, the most satis- [SEE PAGE 93] 





GOLDEN GLEAM Nasturtium (1933) 
DWARF SWISS GIANTS Pansy (1933) 
GIGANTEA ART SHADES Phiox (1935) 
BEAUTY OF OXFORD Verbena (1933) 
CUTHBERTSON Sweetpeas (1940) 
PINK QUEEN Cleome (1942) 

MIDGET BLUE Ageratum (1940) 
ROYAL CARPET Alyssum (1953) 

FIRE CHIEF Petunia (1950) 

BLAZE Zinnia (1954) 

ORANGE FLARE Cosmos (1935) 
FIRMAMENT Cynoglossum (1939) 
JUBILEE GEM Cornflower (1937) 








Tractors are 


while? Perhaps you have asked 

yourself this question many times. 
FLOWER GRowER asked this question of 
hundreds of garden tractor owners all 
over the United States, and more than 
99 per cent of them answered YES. 
Only 3 owners out of 315 answered in 
the negative. We. expected many people 
to be satisfied with their machines but 
this percentage even surprised us. From 
these figures and others, it is quite evi- 
dent that the small garden tractor is 
here to stay—and that it has a definite 
place in the home garden. 

As a service to its readers, FLOWER 
GRowER launched this consumer survey 
of tractor owners last summer—just at 
the height of the gardening season. We 
wanted the real story of garden tractors 
in use, as well as a little information 
about the people who own them. Ques- 
tionnaires, which were sent to garden 
tractor owners, were filled in and sent 
back to us for tabulation. The people 
who received them were selected pri- 
marily for the type of machine they 


T OWNING A GARDEN TRACTOR worth- 
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owned. All types and sizes of tractors 
were included: small, large, rotary till- 
ing, pulling, one-wheeled, two-wheeled, 
even large four-wheeled riding tractors. 

Facts, figures and statements were 
compiled for months following. The 
story these people wrote answered many 
questions any prospective tractor owner 
might have. Here they are: 

Who owns a garden tractor? Ap- 
parently, almost anybody who has a 
garden is a potential tractor owner. 
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There seemed to be no set pattern. We 
found that not only did we have a cross 
section of tractor types but also a cross 
section of people who owned them. 

There.were a startling number of 
garden hobbyists. These were people 
who loved to garden and found they 
could do more and enjoy their hobby 
much better when it was mechanized. 

The next largest group of owners 
were the “sundown” farmers. These 
folks generally specialized in vegetables, 
growing them for their tables and 
freezers. 

“With two acres and my tractor I 
can grow enough vegetables and fruit 
to feed my family of seven all year,” 
was one comment from this group. 
Some of these people also sold a little 
of their surplus. We found that 25 per 
cent of the owners derived some income 
from their specialty crop. 

Finally, there were the farmers who 
owned a small tractor in addition to 
their larger machines. The garden 
tractor was used to take care of the 
kitchen garden. 

How large a garden do I need? 
Contrary to what most people think, the 
tractor owners told us that they did not 
need vast acreage to make the best use 
of a small tractor. Three-quarters of the 
tractor owners told us they had less 
than five acres. In fact, in this group 
there were just as many with property 
under an acre in size as there were with 
one to four acres. Some even had prop- 
erty as small as several city lots. So, 
our survey indicates that even the 
smaller property owner can find use for 


worth 


a garden tractor—one that fits the prop- 
erty, of course. 

How much does a tractor cost? Since 
we questioned people with a wide variety 
of tractors, the price they paid for them 
varied. However, the cost of the ma- 
chine didn’t seem to be a limiting factor. 
Many made the machine pay for itself 
in the extra amount of food they could 
grow. It was not uncommon to read in 
the comments that the owners were able 
to save enough on the grocery bill the 
first year to pay the entire cost of the 
tractor. 

Garden tractors can be purchased for 
less than $150; in fact, some of the 
people we questioned had purchased 
their machine in kit form for much less. 
We found that the average cost was less 
than $300—for the tractor and attach- 
ments. Just about half of the people 
paid less than $300 and only 15 per cent 
more than $600. 

Will a tractor gather dust for six 
months every year? Even though the 
price of garden tractors is within the 
means of many people, you might say 
that it is still a lot of money to pay for 
a machine you use a few weeks of the 
year. Almost all of our 315 tractor 
owners told us that the garden tractor is 
not a one- or two-season piece of equip- 
ment. True, the machine gets most use 
in spring and summer; they don’t deny 
this. The average length of time the 
machine was used in spring was almost 
10 hours a week (9.73 to be exact). 
During the summer, which is the cul- 
tivating season, the average was 7.83 
hours. 
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A report on Flower Grower's Consumer Survey of 


Garden Tractors, compiled by William L. Meachem 





DISCOVERING 


As to the other two seasons, the 
average tractor owner was able to find 
the tractor useful for 5.29 hours each 
week in the fall. The amount of use 
the machine got in winter depended on 
the section of the country. The average 
of all was 1.46 hours, but in areas of 
heavy snowfall the figure was almost 3. 

These are average figures, of course. 
The use of the tractor depended on 
several factors. First was the amount 
of property, and second the number of 
attachments owned. For instance, those 
people with a large garden used their 
machine 20 to 30 hours a week in 





spring, others 1 to 2 hours. If the 
owner had four or five attachments, he 
had more chance to use the tractor than 
those with one or two. The overall pic- 
ture, though, indicated that a garden 
tractor has potential use almost every 
day of the year. 

How much will fuel and repairs cost 
me? Tractors don’t run on water and 
oats. Like your automobile, it has to 
have gasoline and oil, and there will be 
repairs from time to time. We asked 
tractor owners for a total figure of both 
repairs and fuel for the year. We 
thought it would be unfair to lump them 
together because some of the smaller 
engines only used a fraction of the fuel 
of the larger machines and also there 
were lower repair bills; so we averaged 
our costs according to the size of the 
engine. 

The smaller engines of 2% horse- 
power and under, by far the majority— 
almost 50 per cent—cost the owner 






$14.10 a year for fuel and repairs. If 
there were no repairs, which was often 
the case, the figure for fuel alone was 
under $5. 

A little larger in size was the second 
group—3 to 5 horsepower. The average 
figure for fuel and repairs was $16.20. 
For fuel alone the average was about $7 
a year. 

The third group was of engines of 
5 horsepower and over. In this group 
were the largest tractors, including the 
four-wheeled riding machines. The 
average here was $38.70 a year for both 
fuel and repairs. For fuel alone, the 
majority spent about $20. The figures 
may seem a little high but in this group 
of tractors were the ones used to take 
care of fairly large acreages—as much 
as 20 acres—for which the cost was 
sometimes $100 a year. Generally, 
though, we can make the statement that 
the average garden tractor costs very 
little to operate—much less than an 
outboard motor for a small boat. 

Whe uses the garden tractor? In most 
cases—85 per cent—we found that 
either one or two members of the family 
operated the garden tractor. Ordinarily 
these were the men of the house, but 
women weren't left out either. 

Some garden tractors aren’t as easy 
to run as a sewing machine—as we are 
sometimes led to believe. The women 
ran those machines which actually are 
easier to operate. These are the smaller 
tilling type and the riding tractors. 
Some people wrote that the riding 
tractor was used by the whole family, 
with even the children getting their turn. 

Another question we asked on the 
subject of operation was whether the 
machines were easy or difficult to op- 
erate. This was broken down into four 
choices: very easy, fairly easy, difficult 
or very difficult. Of all the answers re- 
ceived, 91 per cent said the machines 
were either “very” or “fairly” easy to 


_ operate—46 and 45 per cent respec- 


tively. The remaining 9 per cent had 
difficulty. Of course, this was based on 
the fact that most operators were men. 
Many comments read: “I can handle it, 
but my wife has trouble.” 

It was also indicated that the tractor 


was easier to operate when the garden 
was planned for the machine. For in- 
stance, some machines need quite a bit 
of room for turning at the end of a row. 
Also, the rows have to be spaced at 
distances wide enough for the machine 
to easily pass through. All of these 
things were taken into consideration in 
the ease of operation. 

How much will a garden tractor in- 
crease or improve my gardening activi- 
ties? This was the big question, and the 
one which provided the most interesting 
answers. When it came to how much 
the tractor increased gardening the fig- 
ures ran from 75 to 200 per cent more 
than they could do before they had 
their machine. In other words, these 
people were telling us that they could 
garden an area more than double the 
size previously, without spending any 
more time. Others said they couldn't 
garden without a tractor. This may 
seem a little bit of an overstatement, 
but there were many retired people 
among our owners who just couldn’t do 
many chores by hand. Tractor manu- 





facturers say that a tractor will do the 
work of six people. Maybe it does. 

Improved gardening activities were 
cited by people who enjoyed gardening 
but had a minimum of time to spend at 
it. As one man in Illinois said: “A 
tractor lets me do in a few minutes what 
I never could get around to doing at all 
with hand tools.” 

What can a garden tractor do? A 
garden tractor won’t perform miracles, 
and our owners [SEE Pace 99] 
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Howard Bodger, seedsman, unfolds the 


new “magic” in flowers known technically 


as Fy and F5 and clearly explains the 


new horizons which will open when you 


DISCOVER the Fo’s! 


RANIUM 236 is a_ scientists’ 
designation which has become 
widely known and recognized 

because of its vast importance in human 
affairs, and in a similar way (without 
the ominous overtones) the genetic sym- 
bols F, and F, have escaped from the 
plant breeders’ lingo into public use. 

There’s nothing mysterious about 
these symbols—they simply designate 
the generation, like father, son and 
grandson. F, means first filial genera- 
tion and has come to be accepted as 
the first generation following the con- 
trolled cross pollination of inbred lines. 
F, is the second generation, or seed 
harvested from the F, crop. 

But while there is no mystery about 
the symbols, there is plenty to wonder 
about in the process of hybridization, 
itself. About forty or forty-five years 
ago geneticists discovered that if corn 
were inbred (the pollen from the tassel 
placed on the silk of the ear shoot on the 
same plant) for several generations the 
lines were weakened but became ex- 
tremely uniform. All the plants looked 
alike in height, color, maturity and gen- 
eral performance. But if two of these 
inbred lines were crossed (by taking the 
pollen from one and placing it on the 
silk of another) then something re- 
markable happened. The offspring in 
the next generation, the F,, was larger, 
more vigorous and decidedly more pro- 
lific than either of the parents or the 
open-pollinated strain from which the 
inbreds had come. The phenomenon 
was called hybrid vigor. 

From this examp’< of a genetic prin- 
ciple, commercial applications came first 
in vegetable crops such as cucumbers, 
melons, tomatoes and onions and, more 
recently, in flowers. The recent strong 
interest in petunias over the country 
results from the introduction of F, 
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hybrids of plainly evident superiority 
over standard lines. The All-America 
Selections -are heavily loaded with pe- 
tunia entries, and some outstanding 
new F, hybrids, such as BALLERINA and 
COMANCHE, have already received high 
awards. 

What comes after F,? Well, F, 
comes next, of course, with an endless 
line of generations off into the future. 
But it isn’t as easy as all that, and farm- 
ers learned rapidly that in the case of 
hybrid corn planting even the planting 
of the second generation was not good 
practice. The hybrid vigor was reduced 
and uniformity was lost. Succeeding 
generations became no better than open 
pollinated strains, and were often worse. 

The Mendelian law, which governs 
the way in which a hybrid will separate 
into its components in the second gen- 
eration, is just as reliable as the law of 
gravitation when the characteristics of 
the inbred parents are thoroughly 
known. There is no advantage in know- 
ing how many corn plants will have 
green silks and how many red silks in 
the F,. It is a lot more important to 
know that its uniformity and yielding 
capabilities are lessened. But in petu- 
nias, on the contrary, it is extremely in- 
teresting to know just what percentage 
of the second generation will bear pink 
flowers, what percentage rose, what per- 
centage variegated, and so on. Here the 
segregation is not a disadvantage; it is a 
great breeding tool. 

For instance, if a stable inbred with a 
pink flower is crossed with a similar 
inbred with a blue flower, the resulting 
F, will have uniformly magenta blooms. 
Seed saved from this F, will segregate 
in the F, to provide one-fourth pink 
flowers, one-fourth blue flowers and 
one-half flowers of varying shades of 
magenta, from near pink to near blue 


and all of the many degrees between. 

It happens that magenta is a color 
not popular in petunias so the wise 
breeder avoids combinations which will 
produce this result. He can do this in 
the F, and in the F,, but his control is 
lost after that point; since magenta is 
a normal species color in petunias and 
is dominant over other colors, this is 
the shade that appears in the F., not 
exclusively, but heavily enough to make 
a very unpleasant mixture. This is true 
even though not a single magenta flower 
appeared in the inbreds, F, or Fo. 

New to the flower garden, and an ap- 
plication of the breeding techniques 
just discussed, is the F, hybrid called 
CARNIVAL petunia. This petunia is of 
the grandiflora type, with 80 per cent of 
the blooms about 3% inches across and 
20 per cent slightly smaller. Petals are 
waved, ruffled or fringed, and have the 
heavy substance and durability of the 
grandiflora type. 

In this new petunia is a perfect ex- 
ample of science in the flower seed in- 
dustry, for this is an application of 
principles previously ignored or un- 
known. Mixed colors in petunias are 
normally made up of blends of different 
petunia varieties. They must be grown 
separately and blended to form the mix- 
ture or the incidence of magenta be- 
comes overwhelming. But in the case of 
CARNIVAL. the mixture of colors is 
formed by the planned segregation of 
F, hybrids which are bred and grown 
specifically for their effect in the next 
generation. 

There are only a certain number of 
colors in the petunia world so far as 
distinct varieties are concerned, and 
these were the limit of a mixture until 
this new application of the hybrid prin- 
ciple was made. Now the breeders can 
obtain an almost-endless series of shades 




















and tones, and in the case of CARNIVAL 
it is possible to count, without any 
trouble, at least twenty colors in a 
moderate-sized planting. They include 
blue, white, crimson, rose, scarlet, 
salmon, salmon pink, carmine, brilliant 
rose, light pink, red, rosy lavender, 
cream pink, and variegated, starred or 
edged combinations of white and rose, 
white and pink, white and blue, plus 
numerous intermediate shades for which 
no common name is applicable. This 
extreme color range (without a magenta 
in the lot) is one of the great advantages 
of the CARNIVAL strain. 

Uniformity of plant type is one of 
the strong points in an F, hybrid. Each 
plant looks like its neighbor and can be 
relied upon to perform in the same way. 
Where a formal border is planned and 
a single color is desired, then an F, fills 
the bill. But some folks like mixed 
colors in the garden, and it is prohibi- 
tively expensive to buy a separate F, 
for each color desired, even if there 
were a complete color range available. 
Here the F, has another advantage. 

Seed cost for F, hybrid petunias is 
pretty fabulous. Even at the lowest 
wholesale prices grandiflora petunia F, 
hybrid seed is worth more than six times 
its weight in gold, since every bit of it 
is hand pollinated and there are ap- 
proximately 300,000 seeds to the ounce. 
But seed harvested from the F, to make 
the F, crop does not require hand pol- 
lination, and the cost of production is 
about the same as for the regular open 
pollinated grandiflora varieties. Trans- 
lated into home-garden terms this means 
that you can expect to pay anywhere 
from one dollar up for an infinitesimal 
pinch of F, seed, while you'll get a 
respectable quantity of CARNIVAL Fy, 


for a fraction of that cost. 

In the mevs distant future are other 
flower clusses upon which countless 
hours iz crossing and inbreeding and 


many a long run on the calculating 
machine will someday have an effect in 
your garden. Greatest activity in this 
long-term program probably lies in 
marigolds and zinnias. 

It is these long-term breeding pro- 
grams, carried on largely by the handful 
of big California flower seed growers 
who can afford heavy investment in the 
future, that bring the microscope, 
atomic radiation, colchicine and elec- 
tronic calculators into the flower garden. 
They must put their efforts into the kinds 
of flowers which are popular with the 
gardening public, and they have to know 
what things are needed. A new and su- 
perior English wallflower is doomed to 
failure. Too few people plant it. 

The breeder must raise his head from 
his close work with the tweezers once in 
a while to see what happens to his work 
when it is exposed to other climates. A 
successful novelty must be one that is 
successful all over the country.® 











THE ALL-AMERICA GLADS FOR ‘56 
Here are the Newest things in Glads 







@ APPLEBLOSSOM 


AAGS—a gladiolus of the utmost 
delicacy of coloring, the predomi- 
nating hue being snowy white with 
a faint touch of cream in the 
threat and an exquisite flush of 
cool rose pink at the edges of the 
petals. Up to 8 or 10 trimly tail- 
ored florets, about 5 inches in 
diameter, are open at a time on 
spikes up to 5 feet tall. Apple- 
blossom will give you a new 
conception of beauty when it 
blooms in your garden. Bloom- 
ing date is 65 days. Plant Pat- 
ent applied for. 


q@ ROYAL STEWART 


AAGS_—- truly remarkable new gladiolus variety 
that has been widely acclaimed for its consistently fine 
performances under an extensive test program 
throughout the United States and Canada. The light- 
ly ruffled florets are 5 inches in diameter, up to 12 

florets open at one time. Growth is 5 feet. At gladio- 
lus shows, Royal Stewart has proved to be an out- 
standing winner of top awards. Plant Patent #1339. 


Prices on each of the above: $1.00 per bulb; 
3 for $2.50; 6 for $4.75. 


America’s Whost Colorful Glad Catalogue 


@ LEADING GLADIOLUS VARIETIES, MANY IN COLOR 
@ “LIVING-PICTURES” BY CARL STARKER 
@ OFFERS MONEY-SAVING COLLECTIONS 
@ 40 EXCITING PAGES IN ALL 


Don't Delay in Getting Your Copy of Every Glad-Lover’s “Handbook’’! 
You can depend on our catalogue to give you truthful and accurate descriptions of the world’s most talked of 
varieties. Packed from cover to cover with ideas for the more complete enjoyment of gladiolus in your home. 


SEND NOW! Only 25c (50c deductible from 
the first catalog order) 


NOWETA GARDENS 80x FG-1, St. Charles, Minn. 


Please send me the following: 
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NOWETA GARDENS 86x £01, st. charles, Minn 


‘‘HOME OF APPLEBLOSSOM’’ 
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JAMES N. KEEN 


Louisville ladies arrive at Colonial Williamsburg for 1955 Garden Symposium. 


Garden Symposium at 


Colonial Williamsburg 


formed the largest single contin- 

gent of gardeners ever to attend 
a Colonial Williamsburg Garden Sym- 
posium. Their garden train, sponsored 
by The Woman’s Club of Louisville, 
Kentucky, arrived at the colonial capitol 
for the second session of the 1955 
Symposium, and the photograph above 
appeared in a picture story of the ladies’ 


COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG 


Grormea LADIES from Louisville 


Formal garden typically bordered with 
boxwood is one of many at Williamsburg. 
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activities in the society section of their 
hometown paper, The Courier-Journal. 

It is obvious they were having a 
good time, and “Why wouldn’t they?” 
asked The Courier-Journal. “All left 
husbands, marketing, cooking, washing 
dishes, and home duties right where 
they were. Then, since the only thing 
they had to do for themselves was to 
keep up with their pocketbooks, worries 
were few.” 

Each year for the past nine ycars a 
well-coordinated program has been pro- 
vided gardeners at the Symposium. The 
putpose of this year’s Symposium will 
be to bring a greater understanding of 
the ever-changing nature of gardens. 
Outstanding speakers will discuss ways 
you can direct the growth of your gar- 
den both through proper cultural tech- 
niques and in the continuous refinement 
of design. 

The Symposium is sponsored by 
FLOWER GROWER with the cooperation 
of Colonial Williamsburg, Inc. An out- 
line of the program appears at right and 
on page 13 there are registration details 
and a reservation form for lodgings.® 


COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG 
SYMPOSIUM PROGRAM 


FIRST SESSION 

BRINGING YOUR GARDEN UP TO DATE 

TUESDAY, MARCH 6 

5:30 P.M.—Meet the Speakers and Get- 
Acquainted Reception for early ar- 
rivals. 

9:00 P.M.—Films on Williamsburg and 
garden topics. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7 

9:45 A.M.—"Today’s Gardening Coast- 
to-Coast’’—Sam Caldwell, Radio's 
“Old Dirt Dobber,” Nashville, Tenn. 

11:00 A.M.—"What Makes a Garden 
Colonial?’ —Alden . Gan resident 

or i wil- 





liamsburg. 
2:00 P.M.—Guided tours of Williams- 
ry ee restored gardens. 
4:15 P.M.—Answering Your Garden 
Questions: Design and Plant Mate- 
rials; Garden Care and Problems. 
8:30 P.M.—"Flower Arranging Japa- 
nese Style’—Demonstration by Ma- 
dame Yoneo Arai, Greenwich, Conn. 
THURSDAY, MARCH 8 
6:30 A.M. —Early- on Bird Walk. 
9:45 A.M.—"How To Select Trees and 
Shrubs”—Edward H. Scanlon, edi- 
tor Popes Magazine, Olmsted Falls, 


10: 45. A.M.—"'Design end Color For 
Your Garden”—Stuart Ortloff, land- 
coane architect and author, Hunting- 
‘on, N. 

1:30 P.M.—Tour of famous 
_s ,cteatetons and Gardens. 

7:30 P.M.—Gardeners’ Banquet. Ad- 
, aes, by Louis Bromfield, author, 
Malabor Farm, Ohio, on “Bring 
Your Soil Up to Date.” 

er aa MARCH 9 
9:45 A.M.—"Plant Explorations: the 
Amoryllis’—ira §$. Nelson, South- 


western Louisiana Institute, Lafay- 
ette, La. 


10:45 A.M. —" Anyone 
Roses’ ‘—Cynthia Westcott, “The 
Plant Doctor,” Gien Ridge, N. J. 

2:00 P.M.—Guided tours of Williams- 
burg’s restored gardens. 

4:15 P.M.—Gardeners’ Clinics: Mate- 
rials and Maintenance Problems; 
wr Designing Problems. 

8:30 P.M.—Candlelight Concert ot the 
Governor's Palace. 


SECOND SESSION 
YOUR CHANGING GARDENS 
SUNDAY, MARCH 11 
5: 30 P. M. —heet the Speakers and Get- 
P for early ar- 


James 


Can Grow 





fivele 

9:00 P.M.—Films on Williamsburg and 
wie topics. 

NDAY, MARCH 12 

9:45 P.M.—"'These Changing Gardens” 
—Mrs. Raymond Watts, naturalist, 
The Morton Arboretum, Lisle, Ohio. 

11:00 A.M.—"“What Makes a Garden 
Colonial?’’—Alden Hopkins, resident 
landscape architect, Colonial Wil- 
liamsburg. 

2:00 P.M.—Guided tours of Williams- 
burg‘s restored gardens. 

4:15 P.M.—Answering Your Garden 
Questions: Design and Plant Mate- 
rial; Garden Care and Problems. 

8:30 P.M.—" Photographing Your Gar- 
den”—Mr. and Mrs. John P. Roche, 
~ aes illustrators, Caldwell, 


TUESDAY, MARCH 13 

6:30 A.M.—Early Risers Bird Walk. 

9:45 A.M. —"What's New In Plants” — 
Jack F. Gr t, The 
ae Gardens Company, Mentor, 





10:45" A.M.—"Landscaping Your Own 

ome 

1:30 P.M.—Tour of famous James 
River Plantations and Gardens. 

7:30 P.M.—Gardeners’ Banquet. Ad- 
dress by Gilmore D. Clarke, land- 
scape architect, on “Why Shouldn't 
Our Cities Be as Attractive os Our 
Gardens?” 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14 

9:45 A.M.—"New Day-Lilies’”—Ben Ar- 
thur Dovis, columnist and garden 
a Meridan, Miss. 

10:45 A.M.—*“Mainly Azaleas’—Henry 
T. Skinner, director, National Arbore- 
tum, Washington, D. C. 

2:00 P.M.—Guided tours of Williams- 

vet restored gardens. 

4:15 P.M. rdeners’ Clinics: Mate- 
tials and Maintenance Problems; Gar- 
den Design Problems. 

8:30 P.M.—Candlelight Concert at the 
Governor's Palace. 


FLOWER GROWER 
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Flower Grower’s Dahlia Honor Roll, continued 


[From Paces 60-61] 


SOUTHERN SELECTIONS 


Duet: formal decorative, cardinal red, 
5% to 6 by 3 inches. All blooms uni- 
form in color. Bush height 3 feet, 
medium bloomer. Achievement Medal 
Pittsburgh, East Liverpool 1954. Certifi- 
cate of Merit East Lansing 1954. (Scott- 
Rocky River) 

Fairy Queen: semi-cactus, white. 
Size, 5 by 2% inches. Bush height, 314 
to 4 feet. Prolific; good cut flower. (La 
Motte-Rocky River) 

“M” Miniature 

Needles: collarette, white, pencil pur- 
ple. Size, 4 inches. Bush height, 412 
feet. Good stem. Attractive flower. 
(Dahliadel) 

Autumn Queen: formal decorative, 
autumn. Size, 24% by 1% inches. Bush 
height, 5 feet. Vigorous grower. Pro- 
lific. (Dahliadel) 

Johnnie Casey: formal decorative, 
red, tip white. Size, 34% to 4 by 2% 
inches. Vigorous grower, prolific. 
Blooms uniform in color throughout 
growing season. (Lakeside Gardens)® 


MIDWEST SELECTIONS 


short. The petals of the flower fold 
back to the stem. Competes with Joke 
and Rickey. (Lakeside) 

Needles: collarette, both the collar 
and petals variegated. White splashed 
and mottled maroon. Size, 4 inches in 
diameter. Bush medium. Don’t know of 
any other variegated collarette. (Dahlia- 
del)® 


WEST COAST SELECTIONS 


10 inches, hold blooms on side. Bush 
low, 4 feet. (Pennypack) 

Linda Marschner: formal decorative, 
white. Blooms 11 by 6. Very deep and 
thick petaled. Stems, 10 to 12 inches, 
hold blooms on side. Good substance. 
Petals wave at ends. (Tomcezak-Parrella) 

Ohio Maid: formal decorative, white, 
with shadings and reverse of lively 
lavender. Petals are wide. Blooms i0 
by 5% inches. Stems, 10 inches, hold 
blooms facing. Bush 5 feet. Excellent 
substance. (H. H. Robens) 

Otto’s Thrill: formal decorative, 
bright rose pink with slight edge of yel- 
low on petals. Size, 11 by 6 inches. 
Stems, 8 inches, hold blooms on side. 
Bush 5 to 6 feet. (Aumuller-Ruschmohr) 

Royal Jester: informal decorative, 
dark red. Size, 10 by 5 inches. Stiff 
stems. Plant very vigorous with black- 
ish green foliage. (Rocky River) 

“B” Size, 6 to 8 inches 

Spectacular: informal decorative, bi- 
color, purple, tipped white. Size, 74% 
by 3% inches. Bush tali, open growing. 
(Brown-Rocky River) 
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Vagabond: semi-cactus, bright red 
with velvety petals. Size, 8 to 10 inches 
by 4 to 5 inches deep. Stiff stems hold 
flowers mostly side facing. Bush tall 
and vigorous. (De Rooy-Rocky River) 

Carletta Rosa: straight cactus, mostly 
light lavender, white at center. Blooms, 
7 by 3% inches. Bush 4 feet. Won 
American Home Achievement Medal at 
Washington. Blooms early and late. 
(RoseMary-Dahlia-Gardens) 

Daily’s Gold: formal decorative, rich 
gold, without other color suffusion. 
Size, 8 by 5 inches. Stems 8 to 10 
inches. Bush 4% feet. Broad leaf, dark 
foliage; good substance. (Dahliadel) 

Golden Heart: semi-cactus, deep 
blood red. Blooms early and late, with 
lots of blooms, which are 7% by 5 
inches. Bush 4 feet. Good substance. 
(Fa. D. Bruidegom) 

Lavender Lady: semi-cactus, deep 
shade of lavender with lines of lighter 
tone. Size, 7% by 3% inches. Stems, 
8 inches, hold blooms on side. Bush 4 
feet. (H. H. Robens) 

Miss Janice V.: straight cactus, bright 
mallow pink with pale yellow at base of 
petals. Early bloomer. Size, 6 by 4 
inches. Bush 4% feet. Blooms stand 
up and out of bush. Very floriferous. 
Wiry stiff stems. (Lindstrom) 

Starfire: incurved cactus, bright red 
with brown suffusion. Blooms 6 by 3 
inches. (Fa. D. Bruidegom) 

“BB” Size, 4 to 6 inches 

Johnnie K.: semi-cactus, rose red and 
deeper red at center. Size, 5 by 3% 
inches. Nearly round in shape. Petals 
revolute tightly at ends. Stems 8 inches. 
Good substance; quite different from 
any other. (Lakeside) 

Little Patty: semi-cactus, pure white. 
Size, 4 to 5 inches. Rather shy bloomer, 
but very beautiful, with little competi- 
tion in this size and type. Bush 4 feet. 
(Lakeside) 

Johnnie Casey: formal decorative, bi- 
color, bright red with white edge. Size, 
3% to 4 by 2% inches. Stems 8 to 10 
inches. A most worthy successor to its 
pollen parent, LirTLE NeEMo. Bush 3 
feet. Excellent substance. (Lakeside) 

Needles: collarette, variegated, white 
with flecks and spots of purple and 
lavender. Petaloids at center same color 
pattern. (Dahliadel)® 


EASTERN SELECTIONS 


Good substance proved by its being 
shipped by air to six shows and winning 
over locally grown blooms. The biggest 
new-variety winner in 1955. Won 
American Dahlia Society Sweepstake 
and American Home Achievement 
awards. (Comstock Dahlia Gardens) 

Honey Bear: informal decorative, 
gold. Size, 10 by 6 inches. Stems, 8 











OUR INTRODUCTIONS FOR 1956 


NAME AND DESCRIPTION SizE «= ROOT) PLANT 

BORAMS’ SUNRISE 10x62 $15.00 $5.00 
F.D. PRIMROSE YELLOW 

LINDA MARSCHNER 9x5 $15.00 $5.00 
LD, WHITE 

MOMS PRIDE 7x4¥2 $7.50 $2.50 
ST. CACTUS, SHRIMP PINK 

BORAMS’ PRIDE 7x4 $7.50 $2.50 


SEMI-CACTUS, CRIMSON 


3x1¥%2 $5.00 $1.75 
MIN. F.D. YELLOW TIPPED 


Winsome 3¥ox2%q $5.00 $1.75 
TYaxt $3.00 $1.50 

W TIPPED SCARLET 

All Prices Are Net 


Full description of these ore now avoilable 
Catalog on request, ready in February 


Parrella Dahlia Gardens 


3380 ELY AVE. New York 69, N.Y. 





TOP QUALITY 


DAHLIA SEED 


THE BEST MONEY CAN BUY 
25-MIXED SEED LARGE $1.25 


100-MIXED SEED LARGE $5.00 


Order direct from this ad or send for 
our seed and root collection list. 


FREE CATALOGUE LISTING 
Over 200 Varieties of Dablias Available in February 


Comstock Dahlia Gardens 


5140-35th ST. SAN DIEGO 16 B, CALIFORNIA 








It’s so easy to import 


World Famous Dahlias 
from Holland 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE. 


FA. D. BRUIDEGOM, Boorn, Holland 














WORLD'S FINEST SHOW DAHLIAS 


We specialize in the best of the latest American and 
foreign prize winning show dahlias. We import from 
Australis, Belgium, Canada, Czechoslovakia, England, 
France, Germany, Holland, Japan, + and South Africa. 
Send today for our free ¢ catalog describing America’s 
choicest varieties and the exciting champions from 
far-off lands 

ar wt GARDENS 


P.O. Box 567 
(G. L. Pierce) 


Glen Ellyn, i. 


DAHLIAS — DAHLIAS 


SPECIAL OFFER - Send only $1.00 for our 

o°82.00 catelouve ‘voles together with dohi 
our 

pris tag Hat ot areas Senet Geeaiany, new labels, plant 


supplies. 
“Caraioane PREE* WRITE TODAY. 


HILL DAHLIA NURSERIES 
189 Welch Ave. Battle Creek, Mich. 








Prize Winning Dahlias 


We will release for 1956 


OHIO MAID: F. White with lavender blush at center. 
#s vy ee very spectacular. On Honor Roll. Koots 
5 


gee Fer CP ae the largest we have ever grow 
On Honor Roll. Roots $15.00 NET — us 


LAVENDER LADY: 1D. Lesenden, @ constant 
winner in the “B”’ class. ‘On Monet Roll hosts Sie.e0 NET 


seames BABY: F. Miniature. Nars orange. Average size 
2% inches. A real exhibition and cut flower in one. On 
Eastern Review. Roots 2 NET 


Also stock of our recent Introductions MARY ELIZA- 
BETH, OUR FRIEND # THE WHIRL. 


Descriptive price list ready January |, 1956 
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME 


Route 1, on U.S. Route 422 east of Chagrin Falls, Ohio 
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By DAHLIADEL 


1956 offers the most varied types in 
DAHLIADEL INTRODUCTION ONS and 

many are our own Seedlings. = 
comings as well as virtues are de- 
seri and pictures are of field 


DAILY’S FAVORITE (Daily-Dah), BB ID, om 
5x3, Bush 4 ft. A favorite of the originator 
and Dahliadel. _ peautiful “deep 
velvety chrysanthemum crimson tha 
Always in with perfect full hy meV ithont 


bloom 
competition. Root, $7.50; Plant, $2.50 


DAILY’S GOLD (Daily-Dah)), B FD, Bloom 8x4, Bush 
4% ft. Lively empire yellow heavily a 
yellow. Profuse and early. Wo: 
oe to ay ee oe ae, a8 8 a ry tT. ° ” 
ley’s Honor Roll, bb’s Review. 
Root, $10.00; Plant, $3.50 gusts 


oper BEAR (Dahliadel), A ID, Bloom 11x5¥%, Bush 
ft. Truly luscious and distinctive saffron yellow 
with Orange shadings darkening at center. 
exhibition blooms in ordinary garden culture. Won- 
derful size and quality of ae keeping many days. 
Cert. California, on Eddy’s and ley’s Honor 
Rolls, and Webb’s Review. Root, $15.00; Plant, $5.00 


NASHUA (Dahliadel), B FD, Bloom 6x3, Bush 4% ft. 
With few medium size Formal reds this satiny car- 
dinal red will have little comvetition. Strong healthy 
bushes, glossy foliage, and still wonderful at the end 
of the season. Cert. Atlanta, Ga. Mr. Webb and 
Mr. Dudley approve. Root, $7.50; Plant, $2.50 


VERNE (Pittman-Dahl), B SC, Bloom 7x4, Bush 414 ft. 
Named in memory of Mr. Pittman’s son. Soft light 
camellia rose. Early, healthy grower, fine stems, and 
beautiful form, but not a commercial. Surely beau- 
tiful in the garden throughout the season. Cert. L.L, 
on_Dudiey’s Honor Roll and Webb's Review. Roots 


only, $5. 

AUTUMN QUEEN (Lewis-Dahl), M FD, Bloom 2'4x2, 
Bush 3 ft. Lively orange buff shaded Spanish orange 
at center. A real winner. Masses of blooms with full 
centers from early to late. Good root maker. Cert. 
E. Lansing, on Dudley’s and Faust’s Honor Rolls 
and Webb’s Review. Root, $5.00; Plant, $2.00 


1956 INTRODUCTIONS NET 

on Roots and Plants. 
FOLDER with more 
tions now ready. 
including 
February. 


illustrations and full descrip- 
Our 1956 complete 48 page catalog, 
poral instructions. FREE. Ready in 


DAHLIADEL 


WARREN W. MAYTROTT 


DAVY (Dahliadel, ~®. Bloom Bagh. 3 ft. One of 
the liveliest and m profuse Singles. Bright Man- 
darin red to an par d red. A joy in arrangements 
and a beautiful bush. On Webb’s Review. Root, 
$3.00; Plant, $1.50 


LUCY (Dahliadel), S, Bloom 4%, Bush 3 ft. Dainty 
pastel mauve, really clear light lavender Single. 
Blooms profusely through the entire season. A real 
addition. Root, $3.00; Plant, $1 


MAMIE (Dahliadel), Ba, Bloom 4%2x3, Bush 3% ft. 
Something special for the Ball Class. Most interesting 
bi-color of light phiox purple with distinct white 
tips. Good commercial with long stems in field cul- 
ture. On Dudiley’s Honor Roll and Webb’s Review. 
Root, $5.00; Plant, $2.00 


NEEDLES (Dahliadel), Coll, Bloom 4%, Bush 4% ft. 
The one and only variegated Collarette we know. 
White suffused, striped and speckled Rhodamine or 
peony purple with collar the same. Profuse with good 
keeping qualities. Wonderful stems and strong bush. 
Scored 85.7 at L.1., on Dudley’s and Faust’ s Honor 
Rolls, and Webb’s Review. Root, $5.00; Plant, $2.00 


SHEBIE (Dahliadel), B SC, Bloom 6x3, Bush 4% ft. 
Eventone, bright mauve sport of the commercial Bal- 
lerina. Easy to grow. Truly a florists’ favorite. Does 
~~ Ry s to bloom until cool dahlia weather. Reots 
only, 




















4 Hardy American Holly, pyramidal 
tree - type, 6 ee oe on 
—— shrub-type. All plants 4” 

with mass of roots from 242” 


Eien eke dee 
Ash for FREE E Catalo 


MUSSER FORESTS 


WANHESSORO ret pane ti 


WAYRE ue y 








inches, hold blooms at slight upward 
angle. Very thick petalage and excellent 
substance. Blooms grown naturally, 
without disbudding, kept two weeks. 
Bush 4% feet. (Pittman-Dahliadel) 

Otto’s Thrill: formal decorative, ca- 
mellia rose pink with very fine edging 
and tips of canary yellow. Size, 11 by 
6 inches, or larger; good, round contour. 
Stems, 8 to 10 inches, blooms held on 
side. Bush 6 feet. Excellent substance. 
Won the American Dahlia Society 
Sweepstake and American Home 
Achievements awards, Irvington, N. J., 
Rochester, N. Y., and Elmira. Also 
American Dahlia Society Sweepstakes 
award at New York and Long Island. 
(Aumuller-Ruschmohr) 

Linda Marschner: formal decorative, 
white. Thick-petaled, 10-inch blooms, 
5% deep. Bush 5 feet. Stems, 10 to 12 
inches, hold blooms on side. Petals are 
not only thick but wave at ends, almost 
making it informal. Good keeper. 
(Tomcezak-Parrella) 

Golden Sheen: semi-cactus, autumn. 
Wide petals curl tight at ends. Colors 
are combined Indian yellow, blushed 
and reverse scarlet red. A giant, size 
13 by 7% inches and up. Blooms held 
at 45° angle on 10 inch cane-like 
stems. Bush 4 feet. (Lasch-Ruschmohr) 

Ohio Maid: formal decorative, white, 
creamy at center and slight lavender 
blush; reverse brushed with lavender. 
Size, 10 by 5% inches. Stems, 10 to 12 


‘inches, hold blooms on side. Good sub- 


stance; petals broad and thick. Bush 5 
feet. (H. H. Robens) 

Highbrow: formal decorative, rose 
pink, really Neryon rose, shaded Tyrian 
rose. Size, 10 by 5% inches. Stems 8 
to 10 inches and cane-like. Bush 4 feet. 
Good substance. Won American Dahlia 
Society and American Home Achieve- 
ment Seedling awards at New Jersey 
(Montclair), Greater Philadelphia and 
Burholm Shows, 1955. (Pennypack 
Gardens) 

Larry Heslin: informal decorative, 
variegated; Mimosa yellow ground 
flecked and dotted peony purple and 
lavender. Size, 10 by 6 inches or larger. 
Stems 10-12 inches, hold blooms on 
side. Bush 4% feet. Good keeper. 
Won American Dahlia Society Sweep- 
stakes Award at Long Island Show. 
(Forest Dahlia Gardens) 

Las Laureles: informal decorative, 
light blend of carmine rose and canary 
yellow. Not many of this type and 
color. Size, 11 by 6 inches. Stems 12 
inches hold blooms on side. Bush tall, 
7 feet. (Ballay Dahlia Gardens) 

Boram Sunrise: formal decorative, 
primrose yellow, clear and attractive. 
Size, 10 by 6 inches; deep, with numer- 
ous petals. Stems, 10 inches, cane-like. 
Bush 4% feet. (Boram-Parrella) 

Ella Bolster: semi-cactus, light prim- 
rose yellow, darker at. center. Size 11 





All these colors 
on a single 
rose bush! 


SH Rews 


ONLY ALL-AMERICA WINNER FOR 1956 
A three-ring garden attraction—a Floribunda 
parading vivid reds, yellows, ever-changing buffs and 
pinks — usually even a finishing flourish of bright red. 
Almost continuously, there are perfect long-lasting 
buds and blooms for cutting. Mass the vigorous, 
medium-low plants in a bed, use them as a hedge or 
border, or plant singly for a thrill packed show of 
matchless garden color. 

Guaranteed to grow and bloom in your garden — 
shipped postpaid at proper time to plant in your 
area. $2.50 each; 3 or more, $2.20 each. 


SEND FOR FREE ROSE CATALOG 

Brand new 1956 edition of Armstrong’s famous 
“Book of Better Roses.” Beautifully illustrated; 
over 100 full color pictures. Authoritative, 
factual, many money-saving offers. 


ARMSTRONG NURSERIES 


434 North Euclid, Ontario, California 


Please send me postpaid, the number of plants of 
“Circus” I have indicated. I enclose check or money 
order (no c.o.d., please; Calif. orders add 3% sales tax). 


——___“Circus” @ $2.50 ea.; __ Send your new 1956 
3 or more, $2.20 ea. Rose Catalog, FREE 


Name 
Address 
City 











SYOVE SONG’ 


This Spring, in your garden, plant “LOVE SONG”, 
the exciting new Star Rose introduction. You'll 
thrill as you watch its urn-shaped buds open to a 
deticate blend of smooth yellow and deep, coppery 
pink. Gradually, the colors become more radiant 
until the full, 44% to 5-inch blooms, with 35 to 55 


4... THE LATEST AND ONE OF 
THE GREATEST STAR Roses / 


“LOVE SONG” is truly the most beautiful bi-color 
in years. Its sturdy, upright plants and dense, glossy 
foliage are reminiscent of ““PEACE”’, the all-time 
queen of roses. The demand for “‘LOVE SONG” is 
great, so order now—avoid disappointment. We'll 
ship at proper planting time for your area. 


petals, are a glory of rich, salmon pink and bril- 


liant yellow. $2.50 ea., 3 for $6.60 ppd. (OFFER A) 


HT Pl 
Pat. 1360 


Star Roses are famous as the pick of the world’s best 
varieties ...a reputation achieved through years of con- 
centration on growing only quality plants. All Star Roses 
are carefully grown by experts under ideal conditions. 
They are thoroughly tested in various soils and climates, 
coast to coast, before introduction. That’s why ALL 
STAR ROSES ARE GUARANTEED TO BLOOM 


FOR YOU. 
SPRING CATALOG 


Everything you could want 


in beautiful roses—new, popular varieties, such as bril- 
liant, red **President Eisenhower’’, “Circus”, the latest 
All-America winner, plus “Peace” and many, many other 
old favorites. Detailed descriptions help you choose. 
Combination offers help you save. Send for your free 
copy today! 


PLAN YOUR GARDEN NOW 
CHOOSE FROM THESE 
EXCITING COMBINATION OFFERS: 


BIG, BOUNTIFUL BLOOMS! 

Dr. Debat. HT. Smooth, rich pink... 

$2.00 ea., 3 or more, $1.75 ea. 

President Eisenhower. HT. Brilliant red 

... $2.00 ea., 3 or more, $1.75 ea. 

Peace. HT. Golden pink Queen of Roses 

... $2.50 ea., 3 or more, $2.20 ea. 

ONE OF EA. OF ABOVE PAT. HT’S... 
ONLY $5.65 ppd. (OFFER 8) 


RED ROSE FAVORITES! 

Chrysler Imperial. HT. Deep crimson... 

$2.50 ea., 3 or more, $2.20 ea. 

Charles Mallerin. HT. Rich, “black” red 

... $2.50 ea., 3 or more, $2.20 ea. 

Grande Duchesse Charlotte. HT. Coppery 

red $2.00 ea., 3 or more $1.75 ea. 

ONE OF EA. OF ABOVE PAT. HT’S... 
ONLY $5.95 ppd. (OFFER C) 


FABULOUS FLORIBUNDAS! 

Red Wonder. Glowing, ruby red. .$1.75 ea., 
3 or more, $1.55 ea. 
Goldilocks. Luxurious golden 
$1.50 ea., 3 or more, $1.30 ea. 
Fashion. Bright, coral peach 

3 or more, $1.75 ea. 


ONE OF EA., ONLY $4.50 ppd. (OFFER D) 


Siar Roses 


THE CONARD-PYLE CO. 
Our 59th year—West Grove 400, Pa. 


"Top quality roses, grown by experts, are your best buy” 


SEND COUPON TODAY! 


NEW, FULL COLOR 


yellow... 


The Conard-Pyle Co. 
West Grove 400, Pa. 


Send me FREE STAR ROSE CATALOG 
OFFERA OFFER B OFFER C 
OR THE FOLLOWING 


OFFER DO 


Name 
Address 


Post Office 





by 6 inches. Stems, 10 inches and 
strong, hold blooms at 45° up. Bush 
5 feet. All-season bloomer—September 
to frost. (J. G. Ballego & Sons) 

“B” Size, 6 to 8 inches 

Nashua: formal decorative, cherry 
red. Size, 7 by 32 inches. Stems, 8 to 
12 inches, hold blooms on side. Possibly 
too dark for florist use but on show 
table has only BARBAROSSA and A. A. 
BITNER as rivals. Won certificate 1955, 
American Dahlia Society Southern Trial 
Gardens. Good keeper. (Dahliadel) 

Mom’s Pride: straight cactus, shrimp 
pink suffused poppy red. Size 7 by 34% 
inches. Stems, 8 inches, hold blooms on 
side and slightly up. Bush 4% feet. 
(Morgan-Parrella) 

Daily’s Gold: formal decorative, deep 
empire yellow, or rich gold. No suffu- 
sion of other color. Looks like a big 
deep buttercup. Size, 8 by 5 inches. 
Stems 8 to 10 inches. Bush 41% feet. 
Free flowering, early, late. Won A.D.S. 
certificate, 1955, Farmingdale, L. I. 
Originated by the late J. B. Daily of 
Englewood, N. J. (Daily-Dahliadel) 

Carletta Aosa: straight cactus, light 
phlox purple; white at center and at 
base of petals; also at petal tips. Prob- 
ably classed as light blend. Size, 7 
by 3% inches. Stems 10 inches, strong, 
hold blooms slightly facing up. Bush 4 
feet. (Rosemary) 

Boram’s Pride: informal decorative to 
semi-cactus, chrysanthemum crimson, 
darker at center. Blooms, 7 by 4 inches, 
erect on 8- to 10-inch stems, mostly on 
side. Bush 4 feet. Won American 
Dahlia Society Sweepstakes Award at 
Midwest show, Cincinnati, 1954. 
(Boram-Parrella) 

Geelong: straight cactus, light blend 
of aureolin yellow, flushed coral pink on 
outer two-thirds of petals. A deep cac- 
tus 8 by 5% inches. Stems 10 inches. 
Bush 5 feet. Profuse bloomer; good 
substance. (J. G. Ballego & Sons) 

Lavender Lady: informal decorative, 
phlox purple, which is really a deep 
lavender. Size, 74% by 3% _ inches. 
Stems 8 inchgs. Bush 41% feet. Good 
substance. (H. H. Robens) 

Arubanita: semi-cactus, signal red. 
Very bright color and good form. Size, 
714 by 4 inches. Stems 10 to 12 inches. 
Bush 4% feet. Blooms at slight up 
angle. Has Hytas, Nicky K. TERPO and 
three others as competition. (J. G. 
Ballego & Sons) 

Private Secretary: straight cactus, 
Tyrian purple. A seedling of the pop- 
ular MARIKA ROKK. Size 7 by 3% 
inches. Stems 8 to 10 inches, hold 
blooms on side. Bush 4% feet. Good 
substance; blooms early, late. Won the 
American Dahlia Society Sweepstakes 
Award at Long Island Show, 1955. 
(Forest Dahlia Gardens) 

Old Lace: straight cactus, white, with 
faint blush of lavender. Size, 742 by 
3% inches. Stems 10 inches, hold 
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blooms slightly up. Bush tall, 6 feet 
plus. (Nels O. A. Johnson) 
“BB” Size, 4 to 6 inches 

Daily’s Favorite: formal decorative, 
ruby red, with some Tyrian purple 
shadings, oxblood red at center, gen- 
erally deep rose red. Size, 5 by 4 
inches. Bush tall, 6 feet. Stems 6 to 
10 inches, hold blooms on side and 
angled up slightly. A profuse, early and 
late bloomer. (Daily-Dahliadel) 

Johnnie K.: semi-cactus, deep rose 
red, with deeper oxblood red at center. 
Size, 5 by 3% inches, and sometimes 4. 
Stems 8 to 12 inches. An unusual, al- 
most round semi-cactus; petals tightly 
revolute at ends. Bush 5 feet; foliage in 
proportion. (Lakeside Dahlia Gardens) 

Mamie: formal decorative, bicolor, 
mallow purple base (lavender) heavily 
tipped white. Size, 4% by 2% inches. 
Stems, 10 inches, hold blooms at 45° 
up. Bush 4 feet. (Dahliadel) 

Little Patty: semi-cactus, pure white, 
without other shading at center. Size, 5 
by 2% inches. Stems 6 inches. Bush 4 
feet. Rather shy bloomer for us, but 
weather probably to blame. (Lakeside) 

Needles: collarette, variegated, petals 
white flecked and spotted deep purple 
and lavender. Center, short petals same 
coloring. Size, 4 inches. Stems 8 to 10 
inches. Won A.D.S. certificate, Eastern 
Trial Gardens. This is the first of its 
type in these colors. (Dahliadel) 

“M” Miniature 

Butterscotch: formal decorative, bi- 
color, lemon-yellow edge on white base. 
Size, 3 by 2 inches. Stems 4 to 6 inches. 
Bush 3 feet. (Fushetti-Parrella) 

Henry O.: formal decorative, sulphur 
yellow. Is 24% by 2 inches. Stems 6 
to 8 inches. Bush 4 feet and spreading; 
profuse bloomer early, late. American 
Dahlia Society Sweepstake Award score 
of 85, Long Island, 1954. (Barwal 
Dahlia Farm) 

Johnnie Casey: formal decorative, bi- 
color, signal red edging on white petals. 
Size, 34% by 2% inches. Stems, 10 
inches, hold blooms on side and slightly 
up. Bush 3% feet. Profuse bloomer. 
Seedling of old favorite LITTLE NEMo. 
(Lakeside) 

Autumn Queen: formal decorative, 
orange buff with tangerine orange shad- 
ings, general effect soft buff. Size, 3% 
by 2 inches; very profuse bloomer. Bush 
5 feet. Stems 8 to 10 inches, wiry. 
(Dahliadel) 

Ivory Lass: straight cactus, ivory 
white. Size, 4 by 2% inches; almost a 
“BB” size. Stems 6 to 8 inches. Bush 
4 feet. Very profuse, early and late. 
Petals quill tightly. It scored 86 at Long 
Island Show, 1954. (Barwal Dahlia 
Farm) 

Winsom: formal decorative, autumn, 
being a blend of light primrose yellow 
and brick red, deeper red at center. 
Size, 3 by 2% inches, Stems 8 inches. 
(Siebrecht-Parrella) ® 





DAHLIAS 


of outstanding beauty 


FOR THE GARDENER WHO IS SATISFIED WITH 
NOTHING LESS THAN THE BEST. 


OUR 1956 INTRODUCTIONS 


BOBBY S. (Schroeder) Ba-Au 

BORAM’S BEAUTY (Boram) B-IC-Au 
CONFIDENCE (Phillips) B-IC-Au 

DUET (Scott) B-FD-Bi 

FAIRY QUEEN (LaMotte) B-SC-W 
MABEL L. (Lamenzo) M-FD-Au 

PAPE’S PINK (Pape) B-SC-LtB1 

PEACH BLEND (Hough) B-FD-LtB1 
PILGRIM (Morgan) B-StC-W 

ROYAL JESTER (Rocky River) A-ID-DkR 
SPECTACULAR (Brown) B3D-Bi 10.00 
VAGABOND (DeRooy) A-SC-R 15.00 


all above prices are net for root divisions 


DAHLIA BLUE BOOK 


For full descriptions of the above, and more than 
300 of the finest exhibition varieties, write for our 
famous 72 page illustrated DAHLIA BLUE BOOK. 
Up-to-date cultural directions and helpful hints 
make this booklet invaluoble BUT it is free. Send 
card with your name and address written plainly. 


ROCKY RIVER DAHLIA GARDENS 


___19111 Story Rd., 


$ 5.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 

5.00 
5.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
15.00 


Rocky River 16, Ohio _ 








Little Rachel, Miniature Dahlia 


You are invited to join the 


AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY 


Membership in this 4byear-old society 
includes receiving its quarterly BULLETIN, 
admission to its annual New York fall 
exhibition, eligibility to exhibit there, and 
FREE COPIES of 
DR. COOK’S JUDGING MANUAL 
and 
Annual Dahlia Variety 
Classification List 
WHY NOT JOIN TODAY? 


Dues $4 Yearly 
Send Check or Money Order to: 


HENRY OLSEN, Treasurer 


45 Clement Avenue, Elmont, New York 

























EUROPEAN 
GARDEN TOUR 


Sponsored by 


Federated Garden Clubs 
of New York State, Inc. 


A unique opportunity to visit the out- 
standing private and public gardens in 


ENGLAND 
DENMARK 
GERMANY | 
AUSTRIA 
ITALY 
SWITZERLAND 
FRANCE 
Leave June 2nd (FLANDRE) return July 
19th (LIBERTE). FIRST class travel by | 


steamship, best hotels, all meals, special 
guide, all tips, etc. 


The Only Really 
DeLuxe Garden tour. 
$1780 per person 





2 ee ee ee 

















Write or Call 


FEDERATED GARDEN CLUBS 
of NEW YORK STATE, Inc. 


10 East 43rd. St. New York, New York. 
Phone VAnderbilt 6-3068 









































E a satisfied coupon clipper. 
FLOWER GROWER advertisers offer 


help and specialized information to 





home gardeners. Watch the ads, clip 





the coupons every month for better 





ways to a more beautiful garden. 





















Why pay more? § 


» 

GARDEN TOUR ; 
to EUROPE ; 
or HAWAN "OOD ; 


Five weeks - including All Expenses 2 


» 
Sailing from N.Y.-S.S. ILE de FRANCE April > 
14 or sailing from Los Angeles S.S. LURLINE )} 
May 3 - most attractive itinerary. First-class } 
hotels. Rooms with private bath at NO EXTRA § 
COST. Escorted throughout - Leadership of ¢ 
ADRIAN FRYLINK and RUTH ARGABRITE ? 
Endorsed and approved by the - HORTICUL- 2 
TURAL TRAVEL FOUNDATION, INC. Also ) 
two months GARDEN TOUR-visiting France, } 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
] 
» 
» 


-_woewoewowoweorwereweereeweeeweeevevwvwy* 





—BOBPBBEABPPBPP BLP PRP PPD PDD? 


Belgium, Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, 4 
England - $1295. - Plus extension to Spain and ¢ 
Portugal. MEMBERSHIP STRICTLY LIM- ¢ 
ITED. WRITE NOW for complete itineraries, 
brochure and literature, or call Plaza 3-6610. 





33 East 48th St., New York 17, N.Y. 
OUR 46TH YEAR OF TRAVEL SERVICE 


( 
Bee Travel Agency Ine. | 
( 
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CERASTIUM reflects the whiteness of encircling snow-capped peaks in the Swiss Alps. 


LET’S TAKE A GARDEN TRIP 


The Swiss Alps, 


a wild-flower wonderland 


by JEANNETTE GROSSMAN 


N THE SWISS ALPS an unbelievable 
| variety and profusion of wild flow- 

ers flourish in their rugged moun- 
tain home. They grow to the music of 
merry, tinkling cowbells in the high 
mountain meadows and the murmur of 
little streams that rush headlong down 
the flower-covered slopes. High above, 
jagged peaks are wrapped in eternal 
snow and swirling mists. With a sudden 
roar, avalanches hurl tons of snow and 
rock down the mountainsides. Water- 
falls flow down the distant cliffs like 
bridal veils, and the air is cool and 
clean. Here the busy little alpines hurry 
into bloom and scatter their seeds dur- 
ing the few short summer weeks allotted 
to them. 

When we visited the Alps in late June 
and early July, the meadows were 
covered with orange, yellow, pink, lilac 
and blue flowers, smothering occasional 
blades of grass with a carpet of colorful 
blooms. 
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In the lower meadows we saw purple 
centaurea, Campanula scheuchzeri with 
deep blue bells, forget-me-nots, Del- 
phinium elatum, rose-purple carduus, 
pink silene and lilac scabiosa. The cool 
colors of these flowers mingled with the 
warm orange and yellows of Arnica 
montana, Potentilla aurea, Geum mon- 
tanum and Crepis aurea. Hundreds of 
soft yellow monkshood in full flower 
brightened the moist banks of a brook. 
We were saddened to think that many 
of these beautiful meadow plants must 
be cut down in their prime to provide 
cattle fodder during the long winter 
months. 

In the higher mountain meadows 
Swiss farmers take their cattle to graze 
during the summer among carpets of 
some of Switzerland’s loveliest wild 
flowers. Here we wandered ankle deep 
among white and yellow windflowers, 
mats of alpine rose, and violets almost 
as large as pansies. Staining the slopes 


FLOWER GROWER 








with brilliant blue were the showy 
varieties of Gentiana acaulis and the 
smaller flowered species G. verna and 
G. brachyphylla. Powder-blue bells of 
Campanula barbata, with an occasional 
pure white variety, swayed in the breeze. 

Once a sheet of white blooms sent 
us clambering over boulders and scree 
for a close look at Dryas octopetala. 
The charming mountain avens spread its 
leaves and short-stemmed flowers across 
the entire face of a 6-foot rock! Nearby, 
cerastium reflected the snowy whiteness 
of the encircling mountains, and blooms 
of Saxifraga aizoon hung like tiny white 
stars on wand-like stems. 

Another climb led us to the home of 
tiny pink, yellow and purple primroses 
and dainty Soldanella alpina with small 
round leaves and exquisite blue fringed 
bells. 

We discovered still more treasures 
in damp, moist areas. Broad patches of 
Trollius europaeus lifted their butter- 
« yellow heads above white and purple 
hoods of small orchids. Here we saw 
the sweet yellow Viola biflora marked 
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CHAIR LIFT carries author over tree 
tops to the brink of cold blue glaciers. 


ANEMONE ALPINA spreads its bright 
flowers across Alpine pastures and slopes. 
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with brown streaks and the lilac-pink 
martagon lily. 

When our aching backs and sore 
muscles demanded a rest, we rode in a 
chair lift, swinging over the tree tops 
up to the brink of cold blue glaciers. 
There, bundled in heavy clothing, we 
caught the early train to the Jungfrau. 
We reached the top just in time to see 
this mighty peak before howling winds 
drove a blanket of clouds over the end- 
less wastes of snow and ice. 

Another day we took the cog train 
to Schynige Platte where the Swiss main- 
tain an extensive alpine garden. Be- 
side the garden paths were large groups 
of the lovely windflowers, Iceland pop- 
pies, mats of white and pink androsace, 
yellow gentian and many other moun- 
tain natives. 

A botanist visiting the Swiss Alps 
would no doubt be able to find many 
more beautiful alpine species, such 
as the edelweiss which eluded us. But 
he could never enjoy sweeter memories 
than we have of our visit to this wild- 
flower wonderland.® 


PHOTOCRAPHS BY JEANNETTE GROSSMAN 


THE AUTHOR sets up her camera in a 
high meadow. Snow remains in shady areas. 
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WINDFLOWER (Anemone narcissifiora) 
grows in clustered blooms on high meadows. 





visiting 

HOLLAND 

GERMANY « ITALY 
SWITZERLAND + FRANCE 
ENGLAND + SCOTLAND 


APRIL 28 — MAY 27 


Anyone who loves a garden will enjoy this 
tour ... It covers the outstanding gardens 
and scenic beauties in Europe which are 
not often seen by vacationists; it visits the 
important points of interest every traveler 
wants to see — London, Chelsea Flower 
Show, Amsterdam, River Rhine, Venice, 
Paris, Swiss Alps, La Seala and includes 
complimentary membership in the Royal 
Horticultural Society of England 
Transportation and hotels are “first class” 
to assure the maximum in comfort. From 
New York . . . $1598 


INEZ TURNER BURKETT, Tour Escort, 
distinguished staff member of the Garden 
Center of Greater Cleveland, Lecturer, Au- 
thor, Horticulturist. 


brochures on request 


| 
|! WORLD TRAVEL CENTER 
| 1207 Huron Road 
Cleveland 15, Ohio 


| Gentlemen: 
| Please send a free brochure on your 1956 


| GARDEN TOUR OF EUROPE to: 


| NAME 





| ADDRESS 
} 
| CITY 
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Hanging 
Basket 


BEGONIA 


Pendula Flora-Plena. A 
profusion of Pendant Flowers 
(in succession) can be 
achieved by planting these 
large 2” tubers in pots or 
baskets indoors. 


PINK, WHITE or YELLOW 

3 of one color $1.75 
COLLECTION OF ALL 3 COLORS 

(9 tubers) for $4.50 


FLOWERFIELD BULB FARM 


Sales Office: 








169 South St., Oyster Bay, N. Y. 


ower 


DEPT. F, 


Spring 
Planting 
CATALOG 
available 


field 


BOX 90 » OYSTER BAY, L. I., N. Y. 





EVERGREENS 


HARDY, BEAUTIFUL, TWO-YEAR OLD 
NORTHERN Gnown 3-6” SEEDLINGS 
A splendid collection of our most popular Ferris Ever- 
greens. Consists of these ome varieties— 

3 Blue Spruce 
3 Norway Spruce 
Handsome, sturdy, quick growing. Will produce lovely 
specimen evergreens in a short time. All 20 for only $1.00 
postpaid. mane from this ad. One to a customer, please. 
NY WONDERFUL VALUES 
FERRIS. NORTHERN GROWN EVERGREENS 
Flow 
"ums 


3 White Spruce 


Fruit Trees @ Berry Piants 
Hundreds of low prices, attractive suggestions in the 
marvelous new Earl Ferris 1956 Catalog. 


R E E 1956 
FERRIS 


NURSERY BOOK 


Our 87th Anniversary Edition 
WRITE TODAY for your copy of 
60-page P lanting 
uide. Gorgeous color illustra 
tions. Direct- oy 7. 5 3 ytd prices. 
t is FREE (in 


EARL FERRIS NURSERY 


340 Bridge St., Hampton, lowa 
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eles gata ee 


You'll be well rewarded by 
the simple effort of planting 
individually in 


Only finest Belgium imports 
offered for your complete 
satisfaction — order now. 


White @ Spotted 
3 Bulbs $1.00 
10 Bulbs $2.75 

Postpaid Catalog 


STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS, INC. 
Dept. 17, ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N. Y. 





Have delicious nuts from your very own 
trees- enjoy their pleasant shade and 
beauty too! Hardy, improved varieties. 
Quality guaranteed Walnuts, Hazelnuts, 
Pecans, Chestnuts. Free Color Catalog. 


STAHELIN’S NURSERY, Box B-41 Bridgman, Michigan 


DWARF 
GERANIUMS 


Gayest house plants, almost 
always blooming. 5 Varie- 
ties, Red or Pink, listed in 
Catalog. 
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WRITE for NEW 1956 
CATALOG of GERANIUMS 
and FINE HOUSE PLANTS 


WILSON BROS. soctsdete. tna 





| Rivieras (Riveria del Fiori, 


| and Paris. 








Guide to Foreign 
Garden Tours 


HE THRILL OF TRAVELING ABROAD 
T is equalled only by the delight in 

seeing famous gardens of other 
countries, in coming home full of beau- 
tiful memories and bursting with ideas 
to use in one’s own garden. To make 
such a trip easier, some travel agencies 
have planned guided tours this year 
especially for garden enthusiasts. These 
groups will visit private and public 
gardens of note as well as other high 
spots all tourists want to see—and at 
reasonable rates. The tours already 
scheduled are summarized below. We 
suggest that you write to the agencies 
for complete details. 


Europe 


March 10—April 25. Tour of the 
Mediterranean: Sicily, Italy (including 
Pincinan Hill, and Villa D’Este in Rome, 
the Boboli Gardens of Florence), the 
Swiss and Italian Lakes District (the 
Borromeon Islands in Lake Maggiore, 
Lake Como), the French and Italian 
private gar- 
Monte Carlo) 
Sponsored by the Rhode 
Island and the Massachusetts Horticul- 
tural Societies and conducted by Dr. 
Ernest K. Thomas, _horticulturist. 
$1190. Jean Berke Travel Service, Inc. 
516 Fifth Ave., New York 36, N. Y. 

April 11—June 2. Tour of Western 
Europe: France, Belgium, Holland and 
England, with visits to the Chateaux 
Country of France, the greenhouses 
of Paris, the King’s greenhouse in Brus- 
sels, Holland at tulip time and the 
Chelsea Flower Show in London. Spon- 
sored by the Rhode [sland and the 
Massachusetts Horticultural Societies 
and conducted by Dr. Ernest K. 
Thomas. $1175. Jean Berke Travel 
Service, Inc., 516 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 

April 14—May 21. Tour of Belgium, 
Holland, Germany, France and Eng- 
land. (Optional tour to Italy and Swit- 
zerland available.) Leader, Ruth 
Argabrite, garden editor, Valley Times, 
California. $895. Dee Travel Agency, 
Inc., 33 East 48th St., N. Y. 17, N. Y. 

April 14—June 9. Tour of Belgium, 
Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, 
France and England, visiting the Swiss 
Italian Lakes District, Milan, Venice, 
Florence, the hill towns of Italy, Rome, 
Pisa, Italian and French Rivieras, Monte 
Carlo, Paris, and the Chelsea Flower 
Show in London. Leader, Adrian Fry- 
link. $1295. Dee Travel Agency, Inc., 
33 East 48th St., New York 17, N. Y. 


dens of San Remo, 


FLOWER GROWER 





April 21—May 24. Camellia tour of 
Europe, visiting the leading camellia 
centers and nurseries in France, Bel- 
gium, Holland and England, as well as 
the French Chateaux Country, Paris, 
Holland at the height of the bulb season, 
and the Chelsea Flower Show in Lon- 
don. Leader, Frank Griffin, Sr., editor 
and publisher of the Camellian. $1290. 
Jean Berke Travel Service, Inc., 516 
Fifth Ave., New York 36, N. Y. 

April 28—May 27. Tour of Holland, 
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, France, 
England and Scotland. The group will 
visit the famous flower auction at Aals- 
meer, the Keukenhof Flower Show, the 
Boskoop Nurseries in Holland, the Pal- 
mengarden in Frankfurt, the Italian 
Lakes District, Lake Maggiore, Villa 
D'Este, Lake Como, Venice, Nice, gar- 
dens and nurseries in Cannes, Paris, 
Dover, the Cotswald Hills, London’s 
Kew Gardens, Hampton Court, the 
Royal Horticultural Society’s gardens 
at Wisley, the Chelsea Flower Show and 
Edinburgh. Inez Turner Burkett, hor- 
ticulturist of the Garden Center of 
Greater Cleveland, will be the leader. 
$1598. World Travel Center, 1207 
Huron Road, Cleveland 15, Ohio. 

May 16—June 26. Tour of the 
British Isles: England, Scotland, Wales, 
Ireland and Northern Ireland, including 
visits to the Chelsea Flower Show, 
Hampton Court, the Lake District, the 
rose gardens of Nottingham and nu- 
merous private estates of England, the 
Bodnant Gardens in Wales, Ireland’s 
Killarney Lakes, Dublin, Scotland’s 
Loch Lomond. Leader, Dr. Thomas. 
Sponsored by the Rhode Island and 
the Massachusetts Horticultural So- 
cieties. $1075. Jean Berke Travel Serv- 
ice, Inc., 516 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 36, N. Y. 

June 2—July 19. Tour of Europe, 
visiting the many private and out- 
standing public gardens of England, 
Denmark, Germany, Austria, Italy, 
Switzerland and France, including 
Copenhagen, Berlin and Vienna. In 
Berlin the group will pay a short visit 
to the Russian occupied zone. Spon- 
sored by the Federated Garden Clubs of 
New York State, Inc. About $1750. 
Tom Duffy Travel Service, Hotel Onon- 
daga, Syracuse 2, N. Y. 

June 6—July 31. Tour of England, 
Scotland, Holland, Belgium, Germany, 
Switzerland, Austria, Italy and France, 
conducted by FLOWER GROWER’s con- 
tributing editor, Marget Cochrane Cole. 
Visits to famous gardens everywhere; 
Austria in its gayest mood with the cele- 
bration of Mozart’s birth. $1599 to 
$1990. Marsh Tours, 630 Fifth Ave., 
Rockefeller Center, New York 20, N. Y. 


Mexico 


February 18—March 14. Tour of 
Mexico, visiting exotic tropical gardens, 
acres of flowering gladiolus and carna- 
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tions, floating gardens, gardenia- 
blanketed pools, private estates, native 
glass, pottery and silver markets, pyra- 
mids, Acapulco, the Mayan Ruins in 
Yucatan. Leader, Inez Turner Burkett 
of the Garden Center of Greater Cleve- 
land. $597. World Travel Center, 1207 
Huron Road, Cleveland 15, Ohio. 


Hawaiian Islands 


May 3. 24 days in Oahu, Maui, 
Kauai and Hawaii, visiting the most 


scenic spots as well as many private 
gardens and estates, particularly around 
Honolulu. Leader, Dr. Clark L. Thayer, 
Head of the Department of Floriculture 
of the University of Massachusetts. 
$1195. Jean Berke Travel Service, Inc., 
516 Fifth Ave., New York 36, N Y. 

May 3—June 7. Tour of the Ha- 
waiian Islands, including Oahu, Maui, 
Kauai and Hawaii. (Optional tour to 
Japan and the Far East available.) 
$895. Dee Travel Agency, Inc., 33 East 
48th St., New York 17,'N. Y. 


4 THRILLING TOURS 
of GARDENS OVERSEAS! 


Original, annual, all-expense-inclusive tours! Leisurely, yet therough . . 


. planned fer your 


travel pleasure! First class hotels throughout! The finest de luxe chartered motor coaches! Con- 
ducted under the personal guidance of experienced tour leaders and famous horticultural authorities ! 


SPONSORED BY THE MASSACHUSETTS, MICHIGAN, RHODE 
ISLAND AND PENNSYLVANIA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETIES! 


Now you can combine your en- 
joyment of gardening with the 
pleasures of travel! Here are four 
extraordinary tours . . . in Europe 
and Hawaii . . . which will enable 
you to see the famous gardens as 
well as the famous sights of the 
countries visited. 


Each tour includes lectures by 
tour leaders aboard ship and 
throughout each tour, on what you 
will see. These lectures will give you 
much valuable information and 
many new ideas which you can 
apply to your own garden. The tour 
leaders will be happy to discuss per- 
sonal garden problems with you! 


All four tours will include exclu- 
sive invitations, special receptions, 
teas and luncheons at private es- 
tates, which the average visitor does 
not usually see. You will have op- 
portunities to meet and talk with 
leading garden authorities of the 
countries visited — horticulturists, 
gardeners, bulb growers, nursery- 
men, teachers, etc.! 


For your convenience, experi- 
enced tour managers will accom- 
pany each group every step of the 
way. They will take care of such 
matters as transfers, baggage, trans- 
portation, reservations, etc. They 
will be on hand to assist you with 
any personal travel matters which 
may arise. 


All four tours have been care- 
fully arranged in every detail by the 
Jean Berke Travel Service—backed 
by more than 30 years of experi- 
ence in foreign travel and a leading 
agency in the field of garden tours! 


Get complete information by 
mailing coupon today! 


The three most famous Garden Tours 
of Europe led by Dr. Ernest K. Thomas, 
Secretary of the Rhode Island Horticultural 
Society. Tours may be taken separately 

- or may be taken in sequence af con- 
siderably less than the combined prices. 
They connect with each other in Paris and 
London. 


MEDITERRANEAN 


Sicily, Italy, Swiss-Italian Lake District. Italian- 
French Rivieras, France. Tour sails from New York 
March 7th, on the SS Andrea Doria, via sunny 
Mediterranean route, 33 days in Europe. Returns to 
New York, April 24th, on RMS Queen Elizabeth 
$1190, all inclusive, 


WESTERN EUROPE 


France, Belgium, Holland, England. Tour sails 
from New York, April llth, on the RMS Queen 
Mary. 39 days in Europe. turns to New York, 
dune Sea. on the RMS Queen Elizabeth. $1175 
a inclusive, 


BRITISH ISLES 


Wales, Ireland, Scotland. Tour sails 
from New York, ys? 16th, on the RMS Queen 
Elizabeth, 31 days in Eurepe. Returns to New 
York, June 26th, on the RMS Queen Mary. $1075, 
all inclusive. 


England, 
° ; 


x ne 


The one and only exotic Garden Tour 
of the Pacific personally escorted by Mr. 
Clark L. Thayer, Head of the School of 


Floriculture, University of Massachusetts. 


HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 


Oahu, Hawaii, Maui, Kauai. Tour sails from Los 
Angeles, May 3rd, on the SS Lurline. 24 days in 
the Islands. Returns to San Francisco on same 
ship, June 7th, $1195, all inclusive, plus tax. 


Membership in Each Tour Limited in Number! 
For Complete Itineraries, Mail Coupon Today! 


JEAN BERKE TRAVEL SERVICE, tnc., 
516 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. 


Please send detailed itinerary and complete informa- 

tion on the 1956 Garden Tours checked below: 
Mediterranean > Western Europe 

© British tstes 0 Maeweaiian istands 


JEAN BERKE TRAVEL SERVICE, INC. 


516 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36, NEW YORK 
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FOR YOUR ARRANGEMENT SCRAPBOOK 


You can make these now 


The materials you use are collected throughout the 

year either from your garden or from the wild. 
You may find interesting items while you are traveling and 
you may supplement your arrangements with curious dried 
items that your florist has to offer. It is never too late to 
collect, and if you want a winter arrangement now, forage 
for usable things that are still available for the picking. 
All it takes are a pair of pruning shears, an open eye and 
imagination. 

Here is only a partial list of usable material you can 
still find outdoors: milkweed pods, thistles, seed heads of 
sumac, bayberry, grasses, seed pods of hibiscus, palm 
spathes, bottle-brush, sea-grape leaves (Floridians might 
send them to Northern cousins), dried fern fronds, rose 
hips and countless others. 

In addition to thirgs you collect from the wild, you 
may grow many exciting items for drying. Because they 
cost practically nothing, you can be lavish in using them. 


A GOOD DRIED ARRANGEMENT is the result of foresight. 


PHOTOGRAPH BY MITCHELL 


Why keep an arrangement around until it is coated with 
dust? Throw it out and, from your cache, select fresh 
materials for completely new arrangements. Plan now to 
sow seed of these good items next spring—or right now if 
you live in Southern California. For flowers which retain 
their color and can be dried for arranging, there are straw- 
flowers (helichrysum), the Swan River everlasting (helip- 
terum), globe amaranth (gomphrena), immortelles (xeran- 
themum), acroclinium, celosias (both the cockscomb and 
plume types), golden-ageratum (Lonas inodora) and both 
Statice sinuata and S. Suworowi. For their attractive seed 
pods sow honesty (lunaria), Chinese lanterns, castor oil 
plant, a handful of oats, and save a few of the dainty seed 
heads of Alyssum saxatile after they have dried. Many 
of the plants you are already growing probably offer ma- 
terial for dried arrangements. Have the foresight to rescue 
seed pods of Siberian iris, baptisia and globe-thistles for 
example, before they are cut off and relegated to your 
compost pile-——JOHN R. REBHAN 


> 


Florists’ materials (right) arranged by Henry F. Riebe, Jr., Phila- 
delphia, consist of smoke bush at top, black baptisia seed pods, 
white cecropia leaves, fantazma palm and white strawflowers. 


PHOTOGRAPH BY HAMPFLER 


Witch-hazel and sycamore seed pods dried to a tannish brown are 
highlight material. Witch-hazel has both flowers and the previous 
year’s seed pods. Mrs. Mitchell uses chestnut foliage at the base. 


PHOTOGRAPH BY MITCHELI 





Driftwood and iris seed pods provide height in an 
arrangement by Mrs. H. J. Mitchell, Akron, Ohio. 
Cones form the center of interest, and leatherleaf 
viburnum leaves, glycerin treated, are at the base. 
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Be sure 
to read 
about... 


You will find an interesting description 
of this popular everbearing strawberry 
in leading nursery catalogs. 











BACKYARD 
FRUIT 


Five varieties on 

one apple tree. Also 

dwarf trees—apple, 

cherry, pear, peach. 

Hundreds of rare and popular 
varieties of fruits, shade trees, 
bulbs, flowers, etc. in our free 1956 
nursery catalog. All guaranteed. 
107th anniversary year. 


Send for 
FREE 


SPRING HILL NURSERIES 
BOOK 


Dept. C-26, Tipp City, Ohic 











* UNUSUAL - 
GERANIUMS 


8 Fascinating varieties of special interest to 
those who like unusual house plants. Rosebud; 


Bird’s Egg; Knotted 
Storksbill; and others. & $3 


See Catalog! 
WRITE FOR YOUR COPY OF OUR 
NEW 1956 SPRING CATALOG! 


WILSON BROS. °°; Sex 42-4 























WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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The New Roses [From Pace 65] 


JACKSON & PERKINS 
a ? 


GOLDEN FLEECE—L ight gold floribunda 
bearing 4-inch blooms in clusters of 
fifteen. Height 2 feet. One of parents is 
Diamond Jubilee. (Jackson & Perkins) 


WAYSIDE CARDENS 


FLAMINGO—Rugosa hybrid having large 
pink, cup-shaped flowers throughout the 
summer. Ideal for formal clipped hedges. 
Extremely vigorous and hardy. (Wayside) 


EDWIN T. MERCHANT 


FORT KNOX—Medium yellow blooms 
having richly textured petals and distinct 
unusual fragrance. Dark coppery green 


FARLEST lomaTo 


JUNG’S WAYAHEAD 

BIG RED FRUITS RIPEN EARLY AS 
JULY 4th. Regular price 15c per 
pkt., but tp introduce Jung's Quality 
Seeds we will send you 5 PKTS. OF 
SEEDS for 1 0c. This will consist of a 
trial pkt. of Wayahead Tomato, 
Tendercore Carrot, All Cream Let- 
tuce, Earliest Radish and the New 
PEPPERMINT STICK 
ZINNIAS. All for Se 

10¢, in tx Gade 20c. When requested, 

we will also send our beautiful full color 

catalog of bargains in Seeds, Bulbs, 

Trees and Shrubs. Coupon for Rare 

Premiums in every catalog. Send 10c. 


Station 16 
Ww JUNG SEED COP Randolph, Wisc. 








foliage. Grows 3-4 feet. (Howard & Smith) 





if You're interested In 


BREEDING TROPICAL FISH 
For Profit & Pleasure ‘ 


ot she pwing 


cnt and 


colorful TETRAS, ANGEL “Fist, 


vibes ot beauty of full c 
Breedin 


costly equipment needed 
string” build » $10,000 


Write today for FREE 


& Vuer' (if under 17 
= _— A) 





Dept. Ni 
Los Angeles 61. Colif. 


TREE PEONIES 
ASE Ci FLOWERS 








aiettaans 


184 Lake St. Bridgman, Mich. 











Beautiful, Pink or Purple Blooms 
On 3-Ft. Spike Nearly All Summer 
A lovely, strong, hardy perennial in pink, 
or purple . only 65¢ each, or both for 
° Large, heating root, ship 
ril 1. He a_new favorit 
WILL’S 1956 “FREE 75th ANN IVERSARY 
CATALOG. 74 colorful pages. Write NOW. 


OSCAR H. WILL & CO., Box 600-B8, Bismarck, No. Dakota 








KILL BUGS on HOUSE PLANTS 


It’s @aQSy to control insects on African 
Violets and other plants with D-X Aero 
Spray. Handy aerosol bomb, $1.49 ($1.65 
West of Mississippi River). If your dealer 
cannot supply you, order direct. B.G. Pratt 
Co., 197 Twenty First Ave., Paterson, N.J. 


DWARF 
FRUIT TREES @RS 


Delicious full-size fruit from 
wart trees in your own yard. 
Require little eare—bear second 
year. Described in big FREE 
catalog. Write today. 
STAHELIN’S NURSERY 


Box B-49 Bridgman, Mich. 








FRUIT 
FROM 
SMALL TREES 





BLUE SPRUCE 


COLORADO: excellent 6 year 5 for 50 
. 
color. Compact and sturdy. é 


transplants, 8 to 10 in. tall 
W’rite for Free Evergreen Catalog 


Postpaid at planting time 


MUSSER roresrs, 


Indiana. Pa 


Box 7-A 


FLOWER GROWER 





Now after seeing Tiffany growing in gardens 
the country over for several seasons, rose 
authorities are reaffirming their conviction; 
“This is rosedom’s newest standard of 
excellence in hybrid teas.” 
Tiffany is beautiful from bud through 
full bloom. Deep pink coloring shades 
to golden yellow in striking contrast 
to dark green foliage. This rose is 
noted for its remarkable fragrance. 
Long pointed buds unfold to 
extremely large, perfectly formed 
double blooms with petals of rich 
texture and exceptional lasting 
quality. It is not uncommon 
to see stems 20 to 24” in length. 
Vigorous growth. Upright 
habit. Extremely resistant 
to garden hazards. 
Tiffany is available. at 


. . 1955 
all leading nurseries. AARS 
WINNER 
HYBRID TEA 


Here is a must for rose growers. New and 
unusual data about roses straight from the 
experts. Regional information on care and 
culture in your area. PLUS complete buyers’ 
guide to AARS winners. Last year’s book was 
a sellout. Don’t wait! Send for your copy today. 





HOWARDS OF HEMET 
P. O. Box 1434, Hemet, California 
Enclosed find 25¢ to cover cost of handling 
and postage. Please send me a copy of 
ROSE GROWERS HANDBOOK. 


HOWARDS OF HEMET —- 
P.O. Box 1434, Hemet, California City 


- j State 
a 


TIFFANY and LILIBET are Howards of Hemet Originations 

















a 
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Miniature. 


ROSES 


Unusually delicate, 
beautifully formed minia- 
ture roses in four mag- 
nificent colors, each described in 
our 1956 Spring catalog. Also trees 
fruit, flowers, shrubs—almost 1000. 
erent varieties. All 
Our 107th anniversary year. Send for 


SPRING HILL NuRSERIES _ FREE 
Dept. C-24, Tipp City, Ohio BOOK 





OLDS’ FREE SEED CATALOG 
HAS THE NEWEST AND BEST ITEMS 


Little Sweetheart 
Grows only 10” tall; forms 
a perfectly rounded up- 
right bush. Blooms early, 
for long period. Mixture 
has wide range of colors: 
white. salmon, rose, scarlet, crimson, blue, 
maroon. = Pkt. postpaid 3 5c — 2 pkts. 65 


RUSTPROOF SNAPDRAGON GARDEN 
Beautiful tall spikes of rust-resistant snap- 
dragons. One full-size packet of each of the 
following colors: rose, white, pink, crimson, 


yellow, cherry. ay six pockets postpaid D5¢ 


a Grow plants with ease — use 
TOM THUMB FLATS 
and VITA-PLANT BANDS 


Nourish new plants, prevent root ; 
shock when transplanting. Gain 1 
to 3 weeks’ growing time. Complete instruc- 
tions for starting plants. Flat and 12 bands, 
30¢; four for $1; ten for $2 — postpaid. 
The above are just a few of the hundreds of 
flowers, vegetables, roses, and fruits featured 
in Olds’ colorful 69th-year 84-page catalog. 
Send for your FREE COPY NOW! 


LL. L. OLDS SEED CO., Dept. 7, Madison 1, Wis. 











Newest Varieties of Disease Free 


NUT TREES 


Double Value — Shade Plus Profits 
Best varieties of English Walnut, Hardy Pecans, Black 
Walnut, Chestnut, etc. Heavy bearers. Enough nuts to 
eat plus some to sell, Excellent for shade. FREE catalog 
Over 100 bargains in shrubs, evergreens, fruits, roses, 
trees. Write for your copy today. 
Ackerman Nursery, 136 Lake St., 


Bridgman, Mich. 











Plant the Beauty 

of FRANCE 
in your 

Rose Garden 


with 


New luminous, RED ROSE... 


from France. 
— this enchanting hybrid 


f i 
po Large rea, healthy $2.50 ea. 


blooms, glossy foliage, com- 
. S ewciged and disease- 


Igenfritz 


Nurseries, Inc. 


3 for $6.95 





Monroe, Michigan 
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WAYSIDE CARDENS 


WILL SCARLET—Hybrid musk rose 
with large clusters of brilliant red blooms 
in late spring and early summer with bushy 
habit. Height is 4 to 6 feet. (Wayside) 


CLINT BRYANT 


FANFARE—Orange-coral floribunda with 
3-inch, semi-double, cup-shaped blooms. 
Bright yellow in bud, orange when open- 
ing. Dense dark green foliage. (Armstrong) 


SERVICE PHOTO ARTS 


LEMON CHIFFON—Rich yellow blooms, 
3% inches across, with spicy fragrance. 
Bushy, compact. This hybrid tea flowers 
early and continues through summer. (ARP) 


LANDSCAPE -- 
Special 


Extremely LOW COST with land- 
scaping plans and planting instruc- 
tions. Package includes Shade and 
Flowering Trees, Evergreen Orna- 
mentals and Flowering Shrubs. 
Write for full information, 


Ask for FREE Evergreen Catalog 


ACLE TOMATO 
BUSHELS 
ToaVine 


Now—You can grow the world’s 
most amazing Tomato right in 
your own garden and get from 
2 to 3 bushels of delicious, ripe 
tomatoes from every vine. 


BURGESS CLIMBING 


Top-t-GRoP 


TOMATO grows 16 to 20 feet high. 
Huge, meaty, solid fruit, wonder- 
* ful flavor. Some weigh as much 
as 2 pounds each. Unsurpassed 
for canning and slicing. Blight 
free—drought and disease-re- 
sistant. Grows in any garden 
Outyields all other varieties. 





Postpaid. Order Today 10¢ 
3 Packets for 25c 
Write for FREE complete 
Catalog listing many unusual 

Seeds, Plants and Bulbs. 
BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO. 
129-B. Galesburg, Mich. 











BEGONIAS 


West Coast Grown Tubers 
8 Giant-flowered 
Doubles—$3.00 
Also many varieties of 
Send on ot ran 


WILSHIRE GARDENS Box 120 F Hoquiam, Wash. 


DENDROBIUM 
NOBILE 


Beautiful, 
spring-flowering, 
orchid species. 
EASY TO GROW. 

Large Plants 


$7.50 ea. 


CULTURAL INSTRUCTIONS FURNISHED 








Cash with order. F.O.B. Monroe 
MARGARET ILGENFRITZ — Orchids 
Dept. A . 


Monroe . Michigan 


Sof ens ROSES 





From our own —- in the heart 

the Texas rose fields, we offer the 

finest and aaoet — varieties. vin jorous 2-year old 

budded bushes. rooted, guaranteed live and bloom. 

Write for FREE “Sslortul CATALOG and Hints on care and 
culture of poe 


McCLUNG BROS. ROSE NURSERY 
Route 5, Box 275-G Tyler, Texas 


FLOWER GROWER 





FREE 


on request—WYANT’S 


ROSE catatoc 


Chock full of gorgeous pictures and 
new money-saving offers. Also im- 
portant cultural instructions. Supply 
limited. 


Write for your copy today. 


MELVIN E. WYANT 


Rose Specialist, Inc. 
200 Johnny Cake Ridge 
Mentor, Ohio 


= 











Adventures in 
gardening .... 


. . lie before you in reading 
and ordering from the many in- 
teresting advertisements which 
appear in the classified section of 
Flower Grower. Every month, go 
browsing for new and interesting 
plants in the classified columns of 
Flower Grower! 














Special Offer. Easy-to-grow 
carnation plants from seed. Loads 


7 largest flowered Te 


tra-snapdragons, Sturdy ¥ 
2% ft. spikes, bloom all summer. Send 10¢ today for 
both packets and Seed, Plant and Nursery Catalog FREE 


R. H. SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. 346, 








Sasing 
Our specialty since 1919. Al- 
and shipped with care. 
ZONALS 
fate” 10 for $3 
1956 FREE CATALOG! 
WILSON BROS. —gecchdete, ‘ina. 


ways the finest varieties, grown 
43 Named varieties in 
WRITE FOR NEW 
Roachdale, Ind. 














Order Direct from This Ad 


STRAWBERRIES 


50 Plants 25 rovineon provaid $1. oOo 


Order early. One bargain per pn Write for our 
FREE catalog full of bargains in plants, trees, etc. 


Ackerman Nurseries, 148 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. 


JANUARY 1956 
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BINGO—Hybrid tea with luminous red 
blooms that hold their color well. Re- 
markably disease resistant. (Ilgenfritz) 


JACKSON & PERKINS 


PEACEFUL—Deep coral rose, slightly 
cupped blooms. Have soft bicolor effect. 
Light green foliage. (Jackson & Perkins) 


SERVICE PHOTO ARTS 


i 
lL = e 
PINK FROST—Softly blended pink 


blooms, 5 inches across, having strong 
damask fragrance. Branches well. (ARP) 








BROWNELL 


SUB ZERO ROSES 


Hybrid Teas, Florabundas, Grandifloras, 
Rose Trees and Creepers for ground cover. 
Also Climbers that rebloom as freely as Hy- 
brid Teas. All have blooms of Supreme 
Merit. None larger or more beautiful. No 
Roses are more highly acclaimed. Send for 
pictured list in color. Box F, LITTLE 
COMPTON, RHODE ISLAND. 





MAKE BIG MONEY AS A 
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR 


Make $20 to $60 a day. Millions of new and old 
homes, estates need modern landscaping. Con- 
tracting is full time job for those who want to start 
own business. Start with smaller projects—part 
time—and work into larger jobs. We show you how. 
Easy-to-follow Home Study Course. rite for 
FREE Book. NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
310 S. Robertson Bivd., Dept. F-16-A, Los Angeles 48, Calif. 





Role) ¢ 


WANT A COPY OF 
THE WORLD’S MOST 
BEAUTIFUL FLOWER 
SEED CATALOG? waite 


TODAY FOR SEED craft! 
GEO. J. BALL, INC. 


Dept. FG-36 
WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
WHERE YOUR FLORIST BUYS HIS SEED 








(dam ilies 


Aquatic Plants. Ornamental Pool Fish 


Write for our helpful 1956 Catalog. Tells 
how to build your own pool, plant and 
beautify your water garden. Describes 
lilies, plants, fish in detail. Excellent ref- 
erence. Send 25¢ today. 


Wolts Ponds savers, 
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BUY YOUR SEEDS 
FROM A SEEDSMAN 


51 years of Service in supplying quality 
seeds to the gardeners America 
Have a successful _—. in 'S6, with every 
item you plant. Order your Seeds from _— 

S56, Colored itustrated, Seed Annu: 
Enclose 25c in stamps or coin for this peautitui 
book—or sent FREE with all flower seed orders. 


FLORAL NOVELTIES 
for 1956 


SNAPDRAGON Burnett's IN- 
VERNESS BLEND. Sensational 
strain of great plant vigor and 





in height. Glorious assortment 
of many pure colors plus strik- 
ing bicolor shades. Pkt. $1.00 
PETUNIA CARNIVAL. An F2 
hybrid assortment of colors, 


amuprwAaw<xKmaA 


so varied and extensive that 
many of the intermediate 
shades defy description. Vig 
orous 12 to 15 inch high 
plants covered with waved and 
ruffed 312 inch flowers all 
summer. Don't miss the Car- 
nival for ‘56. Pkt. 00 
SALVIA “FIREWORKS”, Long 
awaited improvement in_ the 
popular Scarlet Sage. Ever- 
blooming, starts to flower in 
the Spring and is a glorious 
display until frost. Very uni- 
form 12 inch high plants. 
Excellent for beds, edgings, 
7Se 


of all 3 novelties (plus FREE 
catalog) for cme . $2.50 


BURNETT BROS. INC. 
Inverness DEPT. FG1 


92 Chambers St., New York 7, N. Y. 
Phones: BArciay 7-6138 & 7-7829 


vmx Dy 


Burnett's 











HARDY NUT TREES 


FOR PROFIT, BEAUTY AND SHADE 
All the best varieties. Quick growing and early 
maturing. Fully described along with many other 
unusual trees, shrubs, fruits and bargain offers 
in Hanley’s big catalog of guaranteed nursery 
stock. Send for your FREE copy today. 
HANLEY’S NURSERY, Box 20, Carbondale, Illinois 


Goan 


FANCY 
LEAF — 


11 Colorful varieties. 
“Skies of Italy’, etc. 








6 for $3 


WRITE FOR NEW 
1956 FREE CATALOG 


P. O. Box 48-A 
Roachdale, Ind. 


WILSON BROS. 


TWO New ARP Roses 


PINK FROST, Pot. 1269 


Vigorous new hybrid tea of vi- 
. brant pink. Long lasting 5” 
i blooms. Pleasing fragrance. 


LEMON CHIFFON 
Pat. 1241 


A lemon jyel- 
low, long blooming hybrid tea 
with spicy fragrance. 

each, 3 for $6.60 


AT YOUR DEALER’S 


—or write for Catalog, ARP ROSES, 
INC. P. O. Box 3338-A, Tyler, Texas 











show 
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SEQUOIA NURSERY 


JACKIE—A miniature with soft yellow, 
hybrid tea-shaped buds which open to near- 
white, 14-inch, full blooms. Compact and 
only 1 foot high. Blooms freely. Bred 
from the Brownell sub-zero roses. (Sequoia) 


EUCENE L. SHARKANSKY 


4 


HELEN HAYES—Blooms of this hybrid 
tea are basically yellow, but are splashed 
and streaked with red, orange and pink. 
Foliage has a reddish-bronze cast. The 
plants bloom continuously. (Brownell) 


JACKSON & PERKINS 


AMY VANDERBILT—Lavender, the new 
color in roses, is the color of this new flori- 
bunda. As it opens, bloom changes from 
purple-lilac to lavender-lilac, finishing 
a cool lavender. Vigorous, hardy. Blooms 
in clusters of 4-8. (Jackson & Perkins) 


Based 


7} -— —FOR YOUR 
GARDEN— 


Plant “FESTIVAL” Thorn- 

less Roses and cut armfuls 

of bright red, fragrant, 
double blooms all summer long and never be 
scratched by a thorn. Everblooming, hardy: stems 
as smooth as a Willow branch. 


FREE! Sieoie:: 


Pictures “FESTIVAL” in natural color, also 
shows and describes all the other new and better 
Roses, Shrubs, Evergreens, Bulbs, Perennials and 





Ornamentals. A copy 
KRIDER Nurseries, 


is yours FREE on 
BOX{[ZA)MIDDLEBURY. INDIANA 











FREE 22.000 


Nurseries Catalog 


Better Fruit Trees 
for 40 Years! 


Leading varieties of AP- 
PLE, PEACH, CHERRY, PLUM, 
GRAPE. Guaranteed hardy, 
disease resistant. Free 
Catalog. 48 pages of money-saving offers, 
fruits, roses, shade trees, ornamentals, etc. 
— shown in natural color. Write today. 
Dept. A 


RSERIES co. Neosho, Mo. 








COLORADO 


BLUE SPRUCE 


Most beautiful of all evergreen 
trees. Thick, silver-blue foliage. 
Many sizes and prices to fit your 
H a A of k . 
in Emlong'’s FREE color calalog. 
EMLONG NURSERIES Box 73 Stevensville, Michigan 


Send for illustrated book on 


EXBURY AZALEAS 


exclusively offered by us in America 


50 pages describing over 250 va- 
rieties, plus complete cultural 
notes and reference material. 








Send 25¢ (in coin) for postage and handling 


B RYDO IN'S 415 Se. High st. 


ai st 


SPRING CATALOG 
and CULTURE GUIDE. 
Lists and tells 
Violets to bloom the year around, Clivias, 


how to grow Amaryllis, 
Lilies—Haemanthus, many others. If by air 
send 12¢. 








African 
Blood 
mail 


SPECIALS: Purple King or mixed Achimenes 
20/$1.00. Amaryilis, Red Master, dark red, 11” fis, 
$7.00. Our selection, named, labelled, Dutch Ama- 
ryllis, $4.00. Unlabelled, $3.50. Calif. H.  & S. Amo- 
ryllis 3/$2.50. Lg. Clivia , $2.75. 

Katherinae, most beautiful of all co bulbs, 
$5.00 and $6.50. Postpaid. Californians, add 3% 
sales tax. 





DEPT. 
LA VERNE, CALIF. 


Cecil Houdyshe 


FLOWER CGCROWER 





MONTEZUMA—A hybrid of the new 
grandiflora class with scarlet-orange blooms. 
Flowers, though borne in clusters, are 
long stemmed. A tall grower. (Armstrong) 


In addition to all the new roses which 
have been pictured on the preceding 
pages, here are a few more which you 
should discover for your garden: 

KONRAD ADENAUER, a new hybrid tea 
with abundant high-centered, fragrant, 
red blooms. (Jackson & Perkins) 

FRAU DAGMAR HartToppP, a hybrid of 
the species rugosa with silvery-pink 
blooms; only a foot tall. (Wayside) 

PINK FAVORITE, with deep rich pink 
blooms and handsome glossy dark foli- 
age that is exceedingly resistant to dis- 
ease. (Peterson & Dering) 

EVERBLOOMING PILLAR, which pro- 
duces light yellow blooms freely until 
frost and is unusually resistant to below- 
zero temperatures. (Brownell) 

GLADIATOR, a long-flowering climber 
that has red blooms and is unusually re- 
sistant to below-zero weather. (Jackson 
& Perkins) 

ForT VANCOUVER, a fragrant hybrid 
tea with clear light pink blooms 5 to 6 
inches across. (Peterson & Dering) 

FRUEHLING’s GOLD, a new Scotch 
rose that has golden cup-shaped blooms 
and grows in well-formed clumps 3 to 
5 feet high. (Wayside) 

Tue Duke, a bicolor hybrid tea hav- 
ing large carmine blooms with reverse 
of petals painted gold. (Peterson & 
Dering) ® 


TREES 
a Year! 


OQ MILLIO 


15 ORDINARY 15 MUSSER 


MUSSER TREES Grow Best! 


All tree seed is not the same. Musser’s careful selection of seed, good 
heredity, scientific methods of planting and propagation result in 
Heavy Roots and Sturdy Tops that are necessary for rapid growth. 
Musser offers the world’s largest selection of quality trees at a price 
made possible through large quantity production. 


SEEDLINGS AND TRANSPLANTS AT LOW, QUANTITY PRICE 


For Example! _ 


50 at 100 rate Per 100 Per 1000 
@ SPECIAL STRAIN SCOTCH PINE 


Very bese Christmas tree strain. From seed 
collected by our own men from selected par- 
ent trees. Exceptionally healthy, sturdy, straight 
stemmed, rich color. 


Per 100 Per 1000 
@ AUSTRIAN PINE—Austrian Alpine Stock 


2-yr., S., 3 to 6 ins... $5.00 $25.00 
3-yr., S., 8 to 12 ins..... 8.00 40.00 


@ COLORADO LUE SPRUCE 





Arborists’ School 


@ The regular Annual Arborists 
School, sponsored by the New York 
State Arborists Association, in co- 
operation with the State University, 
College of Forestry at Syracuse, and 
the College of Agriculture at Cor- 
nell, will be held at the Hotel Onon- 
daga in Syracuse, New York, on 
January 16 and 17. 
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2-yr., S., 4 to 8 ins.,..$ 7.00 $35.00 
@ NORWAY SPRUCE— Special Strain 


Fast growing. For Christmas Trees, Orna- 
mental and Timber. 


2-yr., S., 5 to 10 ins. $ 7.00 $ 35.00 
5-yr., T., 8 to 12 ins. 30.00 150.00 


3-yr., S., 5 to 10 ins. $12.00 $ 60.00 
4-yr., T., 6 to 10 ins... 25.00 125.00 
3-yr., S., 4 to 8 ins....$ 7.00 $35.00 
3-yr., S., 8 to 12 ins... 10.00 50.00 


Also other Evergreens, Hardwood Seedlings, Ornamental and 
Shade Trees, Shrubs, Flowering Trees, Rhododendron and Azaleas, 


ALSO MANY VALUABLE SPECIALS 


@ 25 EVERGREENS 
@5 BLUE SPRUCE 


@ FOUNDATION PLANTING 
10 Trees 


@3 Rhododendron & 3 Axalea.$ 6.95 


@ LANDSCAPE SPECIAL for New 
Homes —a real valve 


Full information on request 


Write TODAY or Phone 5-5686 


FREE CATALOG 


Send complete catalog and planting list... h 


PS) 
FORESTS 


City 


Name 


Please print name and address 





Address 








Famous Christmas Tree Growers’ Guide.......D ' 
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Write today for free illustrated book. 
Cultural directions . . . pronouncing index 
+ + + germination table. 3000 varieties . .. 
old and new. Many rare kinds. 


This is the only free flower seed book 
that contains this index, germination table 
and cultural guide. This information will 
enable you to have perfect flowers, easier. 
Especially when you use Park seeds. 


You will find hundreds of actual black 
and white photographs and many full color 
photographs to show how the flowers 
actually look. 


You will get only the finest of seeds when 
you buy from Park. You have a guarantee 
that the seeds that you receive are the 
exact kind you order. Free Delivery too. 


Park’s Flower Book offers you many fine 
fare flowers easily grown. Get your free 
copy before they run out. Send a post- 
card today for your free flower book. 


GEO. W. PARK SEED CO. 


Greenwood 12, S. C. 














MORAINE LOCUST 


Sensational fast-growing shade 
tree. Hardy; drought-resistant; 
long-lived; no unsightly seed 
pods. Finely cut foliage. Hun- 
dreds of nursery bargains 
to fit your landscaping budget. 
Big discounts for early orders. 
Write for FREE color catalog. 
EMLONG NURSERIES Box 34 Stevensville, Michigan 


HARDY FERNS 


GRACEFUL and LOVELY 


You will be delighted with these hardy ferns. 
They brighten difficult shady areas where most 
flowers and grasses fail. Beautiful in shady 
perennial borders and rock gardens. Ideal for 
northern exposures or dland naturalizing. 








Osmunda Cinnamomea (Cinnamon Fern) 


Maidenhair Fern—(Adiantum pedatum)—14 in. 

wer | ——— rium felixfemina)—24 in. 

Too! ood fan rn—(Dryopteris spinulosum)—18 in. 
as phe )—36 in. 
Royal nel regalis) 

Christmas Fern—(Polystichum acrostichoides)—16 in, 
Ostrich Fern—(Pteretis nodulasa)—36 in 

Chain Fern—(Woodwardia virginiana)—20 i in. 


1 each or 8 plants for $3.00 
5 each or 40 plants for $14.00 


Write for catalog of Hardy Wildflowers & Fern 
Hardy Perennials, Rock Plants, and Gladiolus Bulbs. 


LOUNSBERRY GARDENS — Osckford, Illinois 
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More New Introductions 


[From Pace 54] with chartreuse 
center (Sunnyslope); COPPERSMITH, 
terra cotta to deep amber decorative, 
early (Bristol); TUNEFUL, clear rose- 
pink decorative with reddish eye (Bris- 
tol). Four new members of Jackson 
& Perkins’ popular “bird series” are 
BALTIMORE ORIOLE, large golden yel- 
low flat decorative with incurved center 
and outer petals slightly reflexed; 
Macaw, reddish burnt orange suffused 
with gold at center; GIANT KINGBIRD, 
large rose-pink decorative with buff re- 
verse; and SILVER THRUSH, silvery peach 
finishing silvery buff. De Petris is in- 
troducing the following new chrysan- 
themums: Carioca, golden yellow, late 
blooming, to be disbudded; Toronto, 
bronze, cushion type, early blooming; 
Morocco, reddish bronze, cushion type; 
CapPRICE, deep apricot bronze, semi- 
dwarf; GRANADA, deep coppery bronze; 
GLADIATOR, reddish-orange, to be dis- 
budded; CRUSADER, crimson; May- 
FLOWER, pink, very solid pompons; 
BENORA, white, dwarf cushion type; 
Astoria, deep lemon pompon; FREYA, 
large deep yellow blooms; ARLORA, 
bright lemon fully double; and MICcHI- 
GAN, large clear yellow, to be disbudded. 

Day-lilies, which can always be relied 
upon for color in midsummer, when 
garden color is often so scarce, are 
represented here by two new varieties 
of Mrs. Thomas Nesmith: SyLvAN 
NYMPH, cool melon color with suffusion 
of pale chartreuse toward the center; 
and HALOLIGHT, light cream 6-inch 
blooms with rosy pink eye zone. Plant 
day-lilies as accent plants at the back of 
the border or in the difficult garden 
spots such as on slopes or banks or 
around pools. 

Iris provides the principal color high 
lights in June and should be included in 
every garden. Grow one of these new 
varieties: TRIM, red, developed by Wil- 
liam J. McKee (Schreiner’s); CoLor 
RioT, lilac rose standards, deep purplish 
crimson falls, prominent orange-red 
beard (Rainbow); FANCY VELVET, crim- 
son falls veined with deep crimson 
(Rainbow); and SEQUOIA PRINCE, a 
Japanese iris blooming later than the 
more common bearded type, and re- 
quiring more moisture before blooming, 
Tyrian rose with gold spears (Rogue- 
land). 

New dahlias include the following in- 
troductions from Bruidegom in Holland: 
PREFERENCE, unusually free-flowering, 
pure salmon; CARROUSEL, deep purple 
incurved cactus; GOLDEN HEART, deep 
orange-red semi-cactus with gold mark- 
ings at the center; and Mrs. DALE, red- 
dish-purple semi-cactus. 

For early spring bloom along with the 
tulips plant these new varieties of Phlox 
divaricata: PINWHEEL, sky blue, 15 
inches high; JEsTER, reddish violet, 6-8 








FREE CATALOG! 
SEEDcraft.. 


JUST WHAT THE 
HOME GARDENER 
HAS BEEN 


Magnificent Swiss printing, with striking, au- 
thentic colors. SEEDcraft offers many exclu- 
sive florist-type varieties unobtainable from 
other sources, WRITE TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY! 


Dept. FG-96 
WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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TREE PEONIES 


Aristocrats of the Garden 


Their unusual beauty lends 
distinction & charm to any 
garden. FREE catalog. 


RICHARD’S GARDENS 


Box FG-1P, Plainwell, Michigan 


SUCCULENTS 


ym) COLORFUL 
EXOTIC 


Write for our beautiful 
colored catalog pene 
these bright, od 

=———— easily grown house plants 
AFRICAN AND MEXICAN SUC. 
CULENTS. MIMICRY PLANTS. 
SHADE CACTI. SUPPLIES AND 
POTTING SOILS. 


HUNDREDS OF RARE FLOWER- Orchid Cacti 
ING KINDS DESCRIBED. In Many Colors 


Box F-! PARAMOUNT, CALIF. 








AMAZING MULTIFLORA ROSE sSlowsas 


LIVING FENCES 5°. 


BEAUTIFY YOUR. Bouse with dense rose 
it—as little as Ge a f RITE TODAY for ee 


Grow Indoors 

on Small Plants 
eer me prong ey neg lto p! Ibs. in erga 
The Whitten Nurseries, Box 121, Bridgman, Mi 








GIANT, RARE- COLORED 


3 

PANSIES 3%: } 

{ 

An An | 

Watch your garden burst ay ~! , 
Pinto a riot of color with 

bthis exclusive Cut-Flower ( 

»Pansy Seed by Pitzonka. 3 ( 
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Swiss Giant Pansy, this r 
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Regular Pack $1.50 ppd. Double Pack $2.50 ppd. 
Color Catalog Free 
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FLOWER CROWER 





inches high; TRINKET, deep cobalt fin- 
ishing rose with crimson eye; Mascot, 
rosy violet (all of Bristol). 

It is possible to have flowers as early 
as late winter and early spring if you 
plant primroses in your garden. Try the 
new English type Acaulis primrose with 
unusually long, stiff stems for picking 
and bunching (Barnhaven). Another 
early spring bloomer is DIANTHUS PINI- 
FOLIUS, which grows compactly and 
makes a fine edging plant. Blooms are 
pink (Inter-State). 

Here are more new perennials: FAIRY 
PERFECT gypsophila, white blooms from 
June to early August and again in Sep- 
tember if cut back, 40 inches high (Jack- 
son & Perkins); WHITE WerEDGWOooD 
campanula or Canterbury bells, pure 
white blooms in June (Wayside); PINK 
PRINCEss dianthus, rich pink summer- 
long blooms (Inter-State); IMPROVED 
EsTHER REED Shasta daisy, ‘arger 
blooms than original variety, unusuaily 
hardy (Inter-State); ANAL phlox, 
blood-red and FANCY FREE Phlox subu- 
lata, salmon pink, (both of Bristol); 
RoyAL VELVET aster, almost double 
dark violet blue (Wayside); TAPESTRY 
aster, pink, compact and _ relatively 
mildew-free (Bristol); VERONICA HOLo- 
PHYLLA, indigo blue spikes of bloom 
in late summer, leathery foliage, ex- 
tremely hardy (Bristol); METEOR Sedum 
spectabile, carmine blooms in summer 
and early fall—little care (Wayside). 

Strawberries, peaches, raspberries, 
plums and apples picked right from 
your own backyard. What could be 
nicer? Here are some new varieties you 
might like to try: ESTEEM strawberry, 
medium red berry with fine flavor, bears 
heavily all summer (Fieldhouse); Bur- 
BANK JULY ELBERTA dwarf peach, top 
flavor, fruit just as large as those pro- 
duced by standard-sized tree, excellent 
for freezing and home canning (Stark); 
SATURN peach, both a good flowering 
and fruiting variety, good flavored yel- 
low freestone fruit (Armstrong); STAR- 
KING BLACK GIANT, large berries, very 
heavy bearing even in hottest weather, 
good for desserts, canning and freezing 
(Stark); SHERRA plum, a cross of SANTA 
Rosa and INcA, clear amber flesh, im- 
proved quality and flavor, sets a good 
crop without cross-pollination (Arm- 
strong); SUMMER DELIcious apple, fine 
dessert quality, sport of STARKING DE- 
Licious, scarlet blush, carmine stripes, 
top summer eating apple (Stark). 

Bush beans and corn are two of the 
most satisfactory vegetables to raise in 
the garden for their quality is vastly 
superior to that bought at the market. 
Corn requires a good deal of space, 
however, usually too much for the aver- 
age sized lot. To get the full flavor 
from corn, boil it for only 3 minutes, no 
longer. Beans also benefit from short 
cooking, 15 minutes at the most. And 
remember that it’s the younglings, the 
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UNUSUAL 
FLOWERS 


Illustrated 


OUR INTERESTING NEW CATALOG pictures 


them, describes them 


, gives the how-to- 


grow and where-to-grow. Here are the 
hard-to-find kinds in Flower Seeds, Bulbs, 


Rare House Plants, Ha 
Ask for your copy. 


rdy Perennial Plants. 


PEARCE SEED COMPANY 
Dept. Z, Moorestown, New Jersey 





plant TRAIL BLAZER PLUMS 


The All-Purpose 
BEAUTIFUL 


Tree for SHADE, FRUIT, FLOWERS and 
FOLIAGE (ideal for small gardens) 


h A new hybrid all-purpose tree for modern gardens, with masses of 
Hm exquisite blush-white scented flowers in early spring, followed by 
bright red leaves that turn glossy red-green and remain on the tree 
until late fall. Bright cherry red fruits, delicious for table use, jams 
and jellies. A graceful shade tree adding beauty to your garden. 


3-4 ft. 


size: 1 for *3.75, 2 for *6.90 


Well branched specimen trees: 5-6 ft.*6.90 ea., 2 for *12.90 


“keels 


Shipped prepaid 
Dept. F, Rte.1 
HILLSBORO, OREGON 





Plant BABY 
Evergreens 


AND SAVE 40% 
All popular varieties—grade No. 1 
—onee transplanted. Real baer- 
— Also Shrubs, Roses, 
. Fruit Trees, Fruit Plante. 
Write today for big FREE Ceter 
Catalog. 





NEWEST GARDENING SENSATION 


FVERBEARING PEACH 


Fresh Peaches All Summer Long 
Imagine a Peach tree having ripe fruit from 
early summer until late fall. Offered the first 
time this year. Is also a beautiful ornamental 
tree. Hardy. Send today for FREE catalog listing 
over 100 nursery bargains. 

Ackerman Nurseries, 191 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. 








FROM PLANT TO TABLE IN 63 DAYS! 


SPECIALL 
g "104 


SEEDS 

Our free gift to help you have the best garden 
ever this year—and help your food budget, 
too! We'll send 200 of our famous Early Red 
Bird tomato seeds for just one dime to cover 
postage and handling. Red Bird is the early 
tomato, ripe in 63 days from plant. A smooth, 

di size excellent for canning, 
fine for slicing. Highly resistant to disease 
and cracking. A rich harvest of tomatoes is 
yours all season, by just mailing this ad now. 


of our warmest friends 





’ 


THE EARLY RED BIRD / 
Full Family Size Packet 


-—‘‘For Over 60 Years!”’ 


HENRY FIELD Seed & Nursery Co. 

951 Oak St, Shenandoah, lowa 

Yes, I'd like these 200 Red Bird Tomato 
Seeds! My ‘dime is enclosed. And send 
your new Catalog, too; free, of course. 


t 
Name | 
Address J 

i 


P.O. State 
Just Mail This Coupon and a Dimet 
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GILL’S 


“Never Before” 


MARIGOLD 


Never before such unusual forms . . . so many 
new shades and colors . . . such freedom from 
odor. Shades range from light lemon to deepest 
erange. Strong, vigorous plants, loaded with 
large blooms, often 6 inches in diameter, on long, 
strong stems. Postpaid: Pkt. 25c; 1/16 oz. $1.00; 
“4 oz. $3.00; oz. $8.50. 


Send for our FREE CATALOG 
GILL BROS. SEED CO. 


Dept. FG, Montavilla Station 
Portland 16, Oregon 
Retail Stores in Portland and Seattle 





NEW CARPATHIAN 


Produces large delicious 

thin shelled English Wal- 

nuts. Perfectly adapted for 

cold winters; will stand 25 

below without injury. Makes a beautiful, 
fast-growing shade tree. Plant for shade 
and nuts. Details in Miller’s FREE CATA- 
LOG, plus valuable information about our 
new fruits for home gardens: New Inter- 
laken Seediess grape, New berries, Dwarf 
Fruit trees, shade and flowering trees, fruit 
trees of all kinds, and other garden fruits. 
High quality stock. Free insurance on your 
planting: We replace free any plant that 
fails to grow. Get MILLER’S CATALOG be- 
fore you buy. 


J. E. MILLER NURSERIES _ 


543 W. Lake R Canandaigua, N 





Mention FLOWER GROWER 
when ordering from our pages 





American Arborvitae, 3 yr. seed- 
lings, 8” to 14". Beautiful ever- 
green hedge. Shear to any shape 
or height. Postpaid planting time. 
Write for Free Evergreen Catalog 


MUSSER Forests 





Indiana. Pa 


Box 7-A 





short tender beans, that are the tastiest. 
Two new varieties to try are: TOPMOST 
bush bean, early-maturing, high quality, 
mosaic-resistant, white-seeded, well- 
suited for canning (Asgrow); Fore- 
Most E. E. No. 1 corn, early, 12-14 
rows per ear, good quality, 66 days to 
harvest (Ferry-Morse). 


INTER-STATE 


] 


An unusual pink (Dianthus _pinifolius) 
is an example of the new and little-known 
plants that become available each year. 


And lastly, here are new shrubs and 
trees to round out your 1956 garden: 
CoMPaACTUM European cranberry-bush 
(Viburnum opulus), compact dwarf 
form of this popular shrub, many red 
berries in early autumn (Wayside); 
ParsivAL hydrangea, low-growing, 
blooms heavily, deep blue when grown 
in very acid soil (Wayside); WALTER 
D. BELLINGRATH camellia, semi-double, 
peony-like, pink blooms, withstands pro- 
longed dryness and cold (Longview); 
THE BRIDE pearl-bush (Exochorda mac- 
rantha), new compact, bushy form, 
growing under 4 feet, racemes of white 
blooms during April and May (Way- 
side); CONTORTA European hazelnut 
(Corylus avellana), curiously twisted 
and turned branches, a conversation 
piece for your garden, grows to 7 feet 
(Wayside); CoraL BEAuTY Siberian dog- 
wood (Cornus alba sibirica), branches 
shaded salmon-pink from autumn until 
spring, grows to 4 or 5 feet, compact 
and neat, pale blue berries in fall, flow- 
ers in May (Wayside); DAMOZEL rhodo- 
dendron, deep rose red flowers in April 
and May, grows to 5 feet, hardy at zero 
(Brydon’s); NotcuTtT smoke tree (Coti- 
nus coggygria purpureus), claret-colored 
foliage, purplish plumes in June and 
July (Wayside); SUNBURST thornless 
locust (Gleditsia triacanthos inermis 
aurea), branch tips gold, inner foliage 
rich green, pleasing symmetry, male, 
producing no seed pods (Wayside); and 
a new BULGARIAN ivy with shiny foliage 
like Hedera gracilis (Wayside) .® 
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Dept. FG-76 
WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS | 








Greenhouse Fumigation 
made EASY with 
Fil 


Now —a proven easy, reliable, less 
hazardous way to rid your hobby or 
commercial greenhouse of pesky dam- 
aging insects. Fulex Fumigators for- 
mulated with Parathion, Lindane, or 
Aramite are easiest to use. Just light 
a sparkler and place in can — then 
“look out bugs!’ 

For most greenhouse insects — safe 
on florist crops even when in bloom. 

fost economical and practical 
method. Used by over 4,000 green 
house owners. Write for literature 
and prices. 


FULLER SYSTEM, INC. 


Dept. FG-5 WOBURN, MASS. 








PKTS. Beautiful, Hardy, 
“Most Fragrant of All” 


ie omneroes 


4 To acquaint you with our Hardy, 
NORTHERN-GROWN seed and 
nursery stock, we're sending these 3 
pkts. of Carnations practically free. 

New, colorful FREE catalog comes too! 
Just send 3 stamp 


CLIP AND MAIL THIS AD TODAY! 


GURNEY Seed & Nursery Company 
917 Page St., Yankton, $. D. 


Please send me these carnations and free copy of 
your colorful new catalog. I enclose my 3¢ stamp. 


Name 
Address 


P.O 
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DISCOVER the best 


([FRoM PaGeE 67] factory pea we can 
grow over most of the United States. 
Even in the Middle West where ordi- 
nary varieties burn up without bearing, 
WaANDo can take it. The quality is won- 
derful compared with so-called “fresh” 
peas in the pod from the grocer, and 
better than the best frozen peas I’ve 
tasted. Above all, it is liberal with its 
well-filled pods, produced on healthy 
plants that seem to resist insects and 
diseases. 

The finest radish? BURPEE’s WHITE. 
Even friends who hate radishes manage 
to eat half a dozen or more of this won- 
derfully crisp, tasty white variety. A 
real gem. 

I’m not going to look up the intro- 
duction date of BUTTERNUT squash, for 
fear it might have been eleven years 
ago. Here is a vegetable that ought to 
be in every garden that can afford to 
give a vining squash room. Alongside 
of it, TABLE QUEEN, ACORN, QUALITY 
and DELIctous all taste like wood. To 
boot, BUTTERNUT makes better pump- 
kin pie than pumpkins, better sweet po- 
tatoes than Jersey’s best and also fills its 
own place as the finest of all winter 
squashes. In addition, the young im- 
mature fruits are wonderful as summer 
squash. A veritable garden “schmoo.” 

Don’t overlook CASERTA summer 
squash. A week earlier than other 
zucchini types, and with fine flavor and 
heavy production, it is the best in its 
class. 

MANALUCIE tomato is an exception to 
the rule that commercial varieties are 
less desirable for home use. Resistant 
to early blight as well as five other to- 
mato ills, it is healthy and produces long 
after other varieties are down with dis- 
ease. Flavor is excellent—mild, with 
just enough acid to give it some flavor. 
Fruit is of good size and not subject to 
cracking. All in all it is a first-class 
tomato. 

Let me add that I am no judge of 
sweet corn and won’t venture an 
opinion. I don’t eat it willingly and this 
is no basis for passing judgment on a 
variety.—R. MILTON CARLETON 


Perennials 


CHOOSING THE BEST in the plant world 
is like picking out a wife or husband— 
if one chooses on looks alone he is apt 
to find that he has an exacting tyrant, 
a weakling, or a colorless thing on his 
hands. In any case, one’s choice is not 
apt to suit all one’s relatives. So, I ac- 
cept the task of choosing the best of a 
few of our popular flowers, knowing 
that I shall incur the ire of some read- 
ers. But I should like to mention one 
extenuating factor: like the young man 
looking over the field for his mate, I am 
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of the past decade 


somewhat restricted in my viewpoint 
and have no doubt missed some of the 
good things. 

Although pink is not natural in the 
tall bearded iris, I find myself admiring 
it more and more as the new ones come 
on the market. Thus, when Muhlestein 
gave us PINK FoRMAL in 1949, I thought 
that I had seen the ultimate in its class, 
but when I saw Mr. Hall’s PALOMINO 
last year, I had to give it a high place 
in my affections. Although the latter is 
of the FLAMINGO PINK line, it is not 
exactly pink; rather, it is a blending of 
all that is beautiful, with ivory falls 
bordered apricot and pinkish-buff stand- 
ards, all set off with a vivid orange 
beard. Of course an iris must have vigor, 
grace, floriferousness and a good dispo- 
sition to win my affection. All these and 
many more qualities PALOMINO seems 
to possess. 

I am skating on thin ice when I ven- 
ture on the day-lily pond, because I 
have not seen nearly all the skaters. 
Considering the large number of new 
ones introduced yearly, our readers are 
no doubt equally handicapped, so I may 
be safe in advancing the name ATHLONE 
as my choice. Many bicolors, although 
arresting at first glance, soon become 
tiring because of sharp or unpleasant 
contrast in their colors; not so with 
ATHLONE, whose chestnut-colored pet- 
als, with a slight pinkish tinge and buff- 
yellow sepals produce a most pleasing 
effect. Large flowers on 3-foot or more 
stems during July complete the lovely 
picture. 

Matters really get confused when we 
come to chrysanthemums. I just came 
from a specialist’s planting where the 
plants are manipulated by shading, dis- 
budding and every other trick known to 
the trade. My head is spinning. As near 
as I can collect my thoughts now, I 
think that a shaded, disbudded specimen 
of Vision and another of the same kind 
allowed to grow naturally made the 
best impression on me. It seems to have 
everything, including the loveliest color 
(a luscious peach to me and a pearl 
ivory with a melting fawn suffusion to 
the introducer) that I have seen in 
chrysanthemums. It is a strong vigorous 
grower to 2 feet in height, and has a 
large flower (3 inches across under 
ordinary culture and close to 5 inches 
when disbudded). It would be a bit late 
for my latitude except under glass or a 
cloth house, but its early October 
flowering would suit most sections. 

Of course it takes more than ong 
viewing to appraise the real value of an 
Oriental poppy, but I was so impressed 
by the hour or so spent with the new 
variety MASTER RICHARD last summer 
that I am advancing it as the outstand- 
ing introduction in its class during the 
past ten years. In the matter of size 
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Sieeees BOX 1955 


If you love flowers, we want you to have 
a free copy of the new Park Flower Book 
for 1956. 

This catalogue describes over 3,000 va- 
rieties of flower seed and plants . . . many 
rare kinds . . . all the new ones as well as 
the older varieties. The book also contains 
cultural directions, a pronouncing index 
and germination tables. 

Hundreds of actual black and white 
photographs, and many full-color photo- 
graphs to show you how the flowers 
actually look. 


Send postcard today 
for your free copy! 


GEORGE W. PARK SEED CO. 


GREENWOOD 11, S. C. 


THE ONE AND ONLY 


PACIFIC STRAIN 





TUBEROUS BEGONIAS 


The largest assortment and finest new 
developments in rose form and ruffled 
novelties available this year. 
WRITE FOR 1956 CATALOG 
VETTERLE & REINELT 
DEPT. F CAPITOLA, CALIF. 





RICAN 
10LEt FOOD 
MAKES AFRICAN VIOLETS BLOOM 
BRILLIANTLY. SEND 10¢ FOR GENEROUS 
TRIAL PACKAGE PLUS “CARE AND 
GROWING BOOKLET” TO: 


STIM-U-PLANT Laboratories 


COLUMBUS 16, OHIO 
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ro HOME 


FREE Nis 


Just off the presses! This giant, 
colorful, lavishly illustrated cata- 
log has everything you need to 
plan your spring landscaping and 
this year’s garden. See and read 
all about the hundreds of new, 
improved perennials, ornamental 
shrubs, vines, roses, bulbs, fasci- 
nating new dwarf fruit trees, 
berry plants, hardy, fast growing 
shade trees. Learn from experts 
WHAT to plant for sparkling 
afrangements, and WHEN to 
plant for best results. KELLY’S 
GARDEN GUIDE can help you 
make your home and grounds the 
most beautiful, most valuable, 
most envied in your neighbor- 
hood. 


Since 1880, KELLY BROTHERS 
have been famous for dependable 
service and hardier NORTHERN 
FIELD GROWN plants (all 
guaranteed to thrive and produce 
or we replace them free of 
charge). When you buy from a 
Nursery as respected as KELLY 
BROTHERS, you avoid disap- 
pointment and you SAVE 
MONEY because you deal di- 
rectly with the grower. 


Mail coupon now for your FREE 
CATALOG and extra FREE 
Shrub and Landscaping Book. No 
obligation, of course. 
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Here are exciting new landscaping 
plans for Ranch Houses * Colonials « 
Split Levels * Country Places * Modern 
Houses * plus specia! facts on 

FAST GROWING Trees and Shrubs 

for new houses! Full of IDEAS 

and valuable “Know How!” 


Limited 
Quantity 
Available 


FREE 


WHILE THEY 
LAST! 


ILLUSTRATED 


Landscaping Guide! 


Why spend a fortune on landscaping when it's easier 
(and more satisfying) to do it yourself? Now, avoid 
mistakes usually made by amateur gardeners, and save 
hundreds of dollars using this clear, easy-to-follow book 
by the famous authority, Henry Aul. Especially pre- 
pared to give you your choice of any number of excit- 
ing PLANS and PLANTING CHARTS for Ranch 
Homes, Split Levels, Colonials, Remodelings, etc. 
Complete pictures show exactly how to “frame” your 
home with fast-growing foliage . . . enhance entrance- 
ways .. . disguise unsightly areas . . . accent the nat- 
ural beauty of your house and grounds. You'll be able 
to choose the proper trees, hedges, shrubs and vines 
for your property, and make them flourish. 

You'll be amazed to learn how quickly you can make 
your grounds the “show place” of your neighborhood 
—with the fast-growing, blossom-laden, hardy new 
varieties described in this book. Send for your FREE 
copy of this unusual new LANDSCAPING GUIDE 
now—before our limited quantity of books is taken! 


KELLY BROS. 
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Plea, rush my FREE copy of the new 
DATION PLANTING AND LANDSCAP- 


ING GUIDE plus your 
CATALOG. 


FREE Spring COLOR 
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i Enclose 50c West of the Mississippi 
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alone (stems close to 5 feet tall and 
flowers 10 inches or more across) it 
shows its superiority, and the substance 
of its coral-pink flowers makes it one of 
the best for cutting. The plant seen was 
growing in very light shade where it 
showed no fading at all, so I suspect it 
would be at home in full sun. It appears 
to be a remarkable plant, rivalling 
Curtis’ GIANT FLAME in size. 

If you have not added any of the 
new hardy phloxes to your garden in 
recent years you have missed much 
beauty. There are many of them, and 
to make a choice seems a hopeless task 
but I think it would not be far wrong to 
point out SrR JOHN FALSTAFF. He, we 
find, has about every good quality that 
one looks for in a phlox, including a 
strong constitution and exquisite beauty 
of color (salmon-pink). In good soil it 
will get close to 3 feet tall, with im- 
mense trusses of very large flowers (in- 
dividual florets almost 2 inches across) 
clothed in heavy leaves which resist 
mildew to a remarkable degree. 

The peony was intentionally left until 
last with the hope there would be no 
room left, because I know so little about 
modern varieties that a good selection 
would be quite impossible. However, if 
I were acquainted with all recent intro- 
ductions, I doubt if any would even ap- 
proach the loveliest (to me) of all 
peonies, THE SWAN or LE CyYGNE of 
catalogs. When a peony receives a rat- 
ing of 9.9 out of a possible 10 from the 
experts, it must be good. Actually, Tu 
Swan has about everything, including 
large size of flower, perfect shape and 
a creamy-white color set off by a slight 
greenish tinge at the center. 

Don’t shoot! My hands are in the air. 

—C. W. Woop 


Roses 


I HAVE OBSERVED with keen interest the 
rise and fall of rose introductions. In 
the more than twenty-five years since 
first I planted a rose garden which then 
consisted of seventy-five bushes, this has 
been made possible in three ways. 

First, my hobby led me from a sub- 
urban lot to three acres. In both places 
barren ground was transformed into a 
paradise from late spring until autumn 
by using suitable varieties from the 
many classes available. 

Second, as chief rosarian of the Men’s 
Garden Clubs of America, I have re- 
viewed and tabulated reports from all 
over the U.S.A., and have grown test 
roses from the time they were numbers 
to their introduction as named varieties. 

And third, as an accredited judge, I 
have covered rose and flower shows 
both local and cross-country. Roses are 
displayed in competition for prizes and 
awards, and exhibitors bring specimens 
as close to perfection as possible. 
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I have pursued a study of the three 
most commonly used types of roses, 
namely hybrid teas, floribundas and 
climbers. This study, which covered a 
period of many years, I have condensed 
to include only those roses which have 
been on the market for the past ten 
years. Of course, in presenting the fol- 
lowing lists I have necessarily omitted 
many favorites which have maintained 
their high ratings. They are still very 
desirable roses and should retain their 


sales appeal and continue to be listed 
in catalogs. 

The following lists give variety name, 
year introduced and the rating the 
variety received in-the American Rose 
Society Buying Guide based on a perfect 
score of 10. Introductions offered since 
1953 are not listed here. They are too 
new for their ratings to have been 
standardized. According to tests most 
of them should be with us in 1965. 

—C. EUGENE PFISTER 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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CHOICE ROSE VARIETIES 
(Selections by C. Eugene Pfister ) 


HYBRID TEA 


Red 
Crimson Glory (°32) 
Charlotte Armstrong (°40) 
Rubaiyat (°46) 
Tallyho (7°48) 
Nocturne (°47) 
Chrysler Imperial (°52) 
New Yorker (747) 


Yellow 


Golden Anniversary (°48) 
Debonair (°46) 
Golden Scepter (°50) 


92 99 $0 SO 88 © © 
one eNO 


Blends 


Pink 

Dainty Bess (°25) 
Show Girl (°46) 
First Love (751) 
Capistrano (°49) 
Santa Anita (43) 
Curly Pink (°48) 
Country Doctor (°52) 


White 
White Wings (47) 
Pedrables (34) 
McGredy’s Ivory (730) 


Peace (°45)—white to yellow pink 
Helen Traubel (°50)—pink 
Sutter’s Gold (°50)—red orange 
Confidence (°51)—light pink to yellow 
Mission Bells ("49)—vermilion pink 
San Gabriel (°47)—salmon pink 
Candle Glow (°51)—shrimp pink 
Taffeta (47)—pink to yellow 

Tip Toes ("48)—salmon to yellow 


CLIMBER 
(Hybrid Tea Type) 


Red in 


Cl. Crimson GI 
Parade (°53) 


Temptation (°50) 


Y 
Cl. Goldilocks 


High Noon (°46) 


Red 


Frensham (°49) 
Red Pinocchio 
Floradora (43) 
Cocorice (751) 

Y 
Goldilocks (°45 
Marionette (°42 


Denny Boy (749) ¥ 
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ory (746) Cl. Pinkie (°52) 
Cl. Santa Anita (746) 
Blossomtime (751) 


White 
City of York (45) 
White Dawn (49) 
Blends 


Cl. Mm. Henry Guillot (°47) coral red 9 
Cl. Peace (49) white to yellow 2 
Mrs. Whitman Cross (43) orange apricot 7.6 
Dream Girl (°44) pink 3 


FLORIBUNDA 


ellow 
(51) 


Pink 
Pink Bountiful (°45) 
Pinkie (47) 
Betty Prior (°38) 
The Fairy (°41) 


White 
) a Irene of Denmark (7°51) 
) Summer Snow (°38) 
Dagmar Spaeth (°36) 


Blends 


Fashion (°47) coral pink 

Vogue (751) cherry coral 

Ma Perkins (°52) shell pink 
Pinocchio (°42) salmon pink 
Siren (°53) scarlet 

Easter Parade (752) golden yellow 


(°47) 


ellow 
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BARGAINS 


IN HOLLAND 


H Guaranteed to Satisfy or Your Money Back 


; Order all you want at this sensational price, 
H but please not less than 50 of any variety. 
y All genuine imported Holland bulbs — guvaran- 
4 teed to bloom. 
§ () MONTBRETIAS. Dwarf glod-like flowers in 
' dazzling autumn shades. 2¢ ea., 50 for $1.00. 
' CD AN ES. The “Wind Flower.” A dazzling 
mixture of — . x The 
nificent cut flow ec., %o 
C) RANUNCULUS. The. hatate Rose,” so called 
because the fully double flowers resemble 
be rose, and are supplied in a wide range 
bright, vivid colors. 2¢ ea., 50 for $1.00. 
Oo Saul S$. The Shamrock, or Lucky Four Leaf 
Clover. Dainty pink flowers, attractive green 
leaves, yee brown. Fine for pots or gar- 


den. 2¢ for $1.00. 

o ACIDANTHERA MN MURIELAE. ““Abyssinion Glad- 
iolus.”” White ets, brown blotch in throat. 
oes y receaty bes ar sold at 25¢ each! NOW 


1.00! 
Oo StapiOuws. A -~ al of all colors — all 
yyy large-flowering varieties. 2¢ ea., 


‘or $1. 
10 au 6 Orrers ABOVE FOR ONLY $5.00 


— 4 Avratum “Gold Banded” Lily pate.. 
4 Rubrum “Pink Show” Lily Bulbs... 

3 “Red Russian” Lily Bulbs 

1 “Fire King’ Lily Bulb 

7 Estate Lily Bulbs. White Easter Lily 
7 Regale Lily Bulbs. White, outside purple$! 
7 Tiger Lily Bulbs. Dazzlin: orange-r ma 

1 Gloriosa. Red and yellow “’Climbing Lily” 

3 Calla Lilies. 1 White, 1 Pink, 1 Yellow.. 
2 Calla Melanoleuca. Black-throated Calla $ 
4 Alstroemeria. Peruvian Lily 

5 Cooperia. Surprise, or Rain Lilies. 

2 Crinum. Giant Lily-like flowers. 

1 Curcuma. Indian Ginger Lily 

2 Funkia Variegata. Plantain Lily... 

1 Eucharis Amazonica. Amazon Lily... 

2 Hemerocallis. Daylily. Mixed colors... 

10 Zephyranthes. Dainty Fairy Lily... 


AMARYLLIS BULBS 
1 Giont Flowered Dutch Amaryllis 
3 Giont Mead Strain American Amaryllis.. 
3 Lycoris Squamigera. Hardy pemenye.. 
1 Nerine. Fall-blooming rose Amarylilis... 
2 Sprekelia. Deep red, orchid-shaped 


UNUSUAL DOUBLE BEGONIAS 
8 Double Camellia-flowered T ee. Mixed.. 
3 Double Carnation-flowered 
3 Double Variegated (2- vat Type 
3 Double Hanging-Basket Type. Mixed 
3 Double Rosebud Type. (Bouton de Rose).$1 
3 Double Miniature (Lilliput) Type $1 
PERENNIALS - FOR POTS OR OUTDOORS 
Cushion Mums. 4 Different Colors 
Incarvillea. Hardy Gloxinia 
Pachysandra. Fine ground cover.... 
Phiox. 3 Different colors 
Strelitzia. Bird of Paradise... 


htt 


brett 


Yellow Peony. Very rare. 
Iris. Tall Bearded Type. Mixe 
Bleeding Heart. Old-Fashioned 
Astilbe. Herbac i 
Lily-of-the-Valley. Forcing Siz 
Lily-of-the-Valley. Ovtdoor Size 
MISCELLANEOUS BULBS 
Dahlia Tubers. 
Canna Roots. 
Tuberose Bulbs 
Gloxinia Tubers. Mixed colors.... 
Fancy Leaved Caladium Bulbs.... 
Achimenes. Assorted colors 
Tigridias. Mexican Shell Flower.. 
Ornithogalum. Glory of the Veldt 
Galtonia. Summer - flowering Hyacinth... 
Gi usey 
Ismenes. Peruvian Daffodil. es 
— 2 Hymenocallis. White Spider Lily. 


Rigghekeeas 


NONNU—OCUKWaha 


—— 


WOOCNNOULUND 





—— 














Send 
items checked above at proper time this fall. 
complete! 


| understand | am to be satisfied or 
my money will be refunded. (Or of $5.00 
or over shipped postpaid; under $5.00 add 25¢ 
for handling. Sorry—no C.O.D.’s.) 


— — — 
- 
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@ Gardeners in England 
@© use Fertl-Cubes by the 
= millions. Now, they are 
® available in the U.S.A., 
© and there’s nothing can © 
@ surpass them—nothing! s 











Place soil in © 
hole. 










=) Press seed 
< into soil. 



































Strong, vig- @ 
erous roots 
grow rightin © 

e cube. & 




















» PLANT SEED with CONFIDENCE 


DAMPING OFF 


Plant your seeds in Fertl-Cubes. They root in OR- 
GANIC plant food and always have plenty of nour- 
ishment. Big, healthy root systems develop. You 
transplant cube, root and all without disturbance. 
here’s no wilt, no setback. You get wonderful results. 


SO SIMPLE TO USE 


No lost plants due to soil diseases. Nothing left to 
chance. Clean, odorless. No manure to handle. Ideal 
for planting seed in the house or in the garden. 


START SEEDS INDOORS RIGHT NOW— 
TRANSPLANT LATER WITHOUT SETBACK 


DON’T WAIT. Send $2.00 today for kit of 40 Fertl- 
Cubes, packet of Sphagnum moss, instruction folder. 
Produce 40 big beautiful flower or vegetable plants. 
Realize the joy and satisfaction of growing the finest 
flowers and biggest vegetables in your neighborhood. 
Amaze and delight your friends with your 1956 gar- 
den. With Ferti-Cubes it can be equal to the finest 
in England. Immediate delivery. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK 
Mail Orders Filled po wager 100 CUBES 
40 FERTL-CUBES, ppd... . ? 

(Reg. Size Kit) s $4.50 ppd. 


FERTL-CUBES — ORDER FROM DEPT. 14 
od ators 


BONNY THINGS = 



































NOW! 






@ FAVORITE GLADS 


Showwinners and those 
most people rave about. En- 
joy these in your garden, 
next summer. Labelled. 
Carefully selected for splen- 
did assortment of colors. 40 
large bulbs, 13 varieties - 
very beautiful. Value over 
$7.00 for $6.25. 


Jordan Gladiolus Gardens 






Jotdan adilas 


GARDENS 


(1) SPECIAL COLLECTION For new gardeners, 40 large bulbs in 20 varieties. 


All labelled. Beautiful assortment of colors. Value over $6.00 for $5.50. 


=----=-=- SEND COUPON NOW =.------ 


JORDAN GLADIOLUS GARDENS 
JORDAN, NEW YORK 
Send me offer 10 20 


Enclosed is $ 





Name 
Street 








Prrrrrrrrrirrrir irri iter ri rrirrrtrirt itt tre i titties 


ee ae State 









3 to 5 yr. healthy, selected 







Write for Free Evergreen 
MUSSER FORESTS 








TREES... 


to 16” tall. 5 each of: Colorado Blue 

Spruce— Norway Spruce — Austrian 

Pine — Scotch Pine — Douglas Fir. 
Postpaid at planting time 


Box 7-A [UTED E ME Fs 









- “nis 


: nd for 1955 Iris Book, 
“%, 100 giant blooms in natural color from 
* America’s iris headquarters .. . 25¢ 
SCUREINER'S GARDENS + Rt. 2, Box EEEL)+ Salem, Ore 


trees, 6” 


Catalog 









NEXT MONTH: HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO ROSES 





FROM PRECEDING PAGE 
Trees 


STYLES IN SHADE and flowering trees 
change like everything else. The trend 
in the last few years has been towards 
smaller trees, that is, smaller in perma- 
nent stature so as to blend in with the 
architecture of modern homes and to fit 
small properties. On extremely narrow 
properties and along narrow streets, the 
slender-growing or fastigiate shade trees 
are the ones to plant. 

For convenience I have divided my 
selections into three major groups: low- 
growing trees, tall-growing trees and 
evergreens. 

Low-growing trees: The dogwoods 
are among the most popular of the 
low-growing flowering trees. Best known 
and most grown is the white flowering 
dogwood, Cornus florida. Pink and red- 
flowered strains have also been available 
for a long time. Latest to appear is the 
PROSSER flowering dogwood which has 
deeper red blooms than the older red- 
flowering kinds. 

Although not strictly a new kind, the 
Japanese dogwood, Cornus kousa, has 
become increasingly popular in the past 
few years. It grows to about 20 feet and 
blooms 3 weeks after the flowering dog- 
wood. 

Crabapples also have been popular 
low-growing ornamental trees. Two re- 
cently introduced kinds which serve the 
dual purpose of producing bright col- 
ored flowers or fruits and make ex- 
cellent jelly are REDFIELD and REDFORD. 
Both are hardy and produce good-sized 
fruits with flesh that is red throughout. 

VaN ESELTINE is also a new orna- 
mental crabapple with double pink blos- 
soms and small fruits that are retained 
during the winter, thus providing food 
for birds. CRIMSON BRILLIANT, another 
of the newer crabapples is very hardy 
and. has semi-double vivid crimson 
flowers. 

Many hawthorns qualify for the 
highly desirable, low-growing ornamen- 
tal class. The newest kind to be made 
commercially available, even though its 
history goes back to the time of Christ. 
is the GLASTONBURY THORN. It has 
white flowers in spring and scarlet ber- 
ries in fall. 

A number of low-growing Asiatic 
maples have also become increasingly 
popular, even though a source for some 
of them is not always easy to locate. 
Among the more striking kinds are 
David’s striped-bark maple, Acer Da- 
vidi, with zebra-like black and green 
bark, and the cherry bark maple, A. 
griseum, with birch-like curly bronze 
red bark and blazing red foliage in 
the fall. 

Other low-growing maples are the 
trident maple, Acer 


FLOWER GROWER 


Buergerianum; 
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pg PRIZE WINNING FLOWERS EVERY MONTH 

E YEAR. Learn the sure, easy methods and 
- hy, cuts of professional growers. EARN BIG 
MONEY full or spare time. easy-to-understand 
Home Study Lessons and Growing Schedules train 
you to grow successfully and pro tably. Sell from 
you own garden-greenhouse ‘‘plant outlet.” Write 
for free information or send 25c for student news- 
letter, The Greenhouse Grower 

Box 564-FG 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, ING. Somc“Cccs, cout 
paw- -PAW TREES > 89f 


a mq ee taney eee —— 
ful—with large 





planting. Reach 20 ft. ace. er mg 
GoLDEN | RAIN. Ties 


locking leew ellow flowers on unusual! tree 
tke nad filing Fain, rare dolig when i fall by Eee fz! 
Stare TOD AT 2 tor$2.25 
WHITTEN NURSERIES, Dept. 429, 


full height. nt, Golor catalog included 
Grow Indoors on Smaii Plants 


rgest LEMONS 


Largest &! 


tee weig! re TS Ibs. and . my bee pe waxy- 
white fragrant blossoms. I ine the thrill of picking 
our own Lemons, Oranges, Ta! & Figs. 
ree illustrated catalog. Write today. 
Nurseries, 156 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. 





Ackerman 





Six new hardy Calif. type grapes 

and all stendard varieties listed 

in FREE color catalog. Write to 
STAHELIN’S NURSERIES 
Box B-28, Bridgman, Michigan 





Dwarf 


FRUIT TREES 


BIG FRUIT—SMALL TREES 
Useful and ornamental. Large 
size it from your own 
backyard. A fe Trees. im. Also 

greens, 
Shrubs. ite today for our big 
FREE color Catalog. 


EMLONG’S Box 41 Stevensville, Michigan 





how to make and plant a pool. Lew Calif. 

lornia Postpaid prices for big, vigorous, 

ing winter-hardy Water Lily roots. 

|All colors. Large selection. seers 
Order 


pool plants 
JOHNSON WATER GARDENS, Box t Paramoust, Cait 


6 RHODODENDRON 
and @ AZALEAS 


Hybrid seedlings from red flower- 
ing stock. 2 yr. transplants 4" to 8”, 
in individual = bands. Abun- 
dant roots, large leaves. Postpaid 
at planting time. Send for our FREE ca 


MUSSER Fort Box 7-A 





Indiana Pa 





MPSHIRE 


Soe // DELICIOUS NEW HA 
MIDGET WATERMELON 


All-America Selection Gold Medal 
Winner. Delicious flavor, deep red, 
very early 

8 


— 
— 


Apaivereary 
OSCAR H. WILL CO., Box 600-86, Bismarck, 


JANUARY 1956 





catalog. WRITE now. 
a No. Dakota 


coliseum maple, A. Cappadocicum, and 
the Montpelier maple, A. monspes- 
sulanum. 

Among other rare or unusual trees 
that grow to heights in keeping with 
modern ranch-type homes are: dove 
tree, Davidia involucrata, whose yel- 
lowish-tan flower is surrounded by large 
white bracts which resemble a dove in 
flight; epaulette-tree, Pterostyrax hi- 
spida, with large fragrant creamy-white 
flower panicles in June, and three spe- 
cies of stewartias, S. koreana, S. pen- 
tagyna and S. pseudo-camellia, whose 
single white flowers with orange-yellow 
stamens begin to appear in late June 
and continue through July. 

Tall-growing trees: The tall growing 
shade and ornamental trees are still 
the most popular and most widely 
available kinds. At maturity these trees 
reach heights varying from 50 to 120 
feet, depending on the variety. 

The Moraine locust is perhaps the 
best known and most generally avail- 
able of the newer shade trees. Here are 
a few of its many desirable characteris- 
tics: it is thornless; it bears only male 
flowers and hence cannot produce the 
unsightly pods characteristic of ordinary 
honey locusts; it has a highly desirable 
form for use on lawns and for planting 
along city streets. Like other honey 
locusts it also tolerates city atmospheres, 
widely varying soil conditions, and 
lawns can be maintained beneath it. 

Another beautiful and unusual honey 
locust is SUNBURST, which will be gen- 
erally available for the first time this 
year. The name is quite appropriate be- 
cause the leaves within 8 to 10 inches of 
each branch tip are a bright, golden yel- 
low in contrast with the inner leaves 
which have normal green color. SuUN- 
BURST is also thornless and is said to 
be more resistant to insect pests than 
the common honey locust. 

Tall-growing maples have long been 
our most reliable shade trees. A new 
and widely-publicized strain is the red- 
leaved Norway maple CRIMSON KING. 
It holds its bright red color through fall 
in contrast with the older red-leaved 
Schwedler maple which turns green as 
the warm weather arrives. 

The sugar or hard maple, Acer sac- 
charum, is of course one of our most 
beautiful shade trees. Two new upright 
forms of this species are NEWTON 
SENTRY and TEMPLE’s Upricut. The 
former has many ascending branches, 
no dominant central leader and dark 
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WANT COLOR WITH YOUR SHRUBS? 
. in border, patio or planter we 
cesta hardy, Asiatic Prim- 
roses. Plant them as early as pos- 
sible. Guaranteed to bloom in 
sequence from early spring into 
summer. Sampler Collection, two 
each of six different varieties - total 
12 plants, $5.00 postpaid; 25 for 
$9.00 ppd. 
WANT TO GROW YOUR OWN? 


Six pkts. rare: ype seed, each 
different, $5.00. Free catalog of pansy 
and primrose plants seed. 


THE CLARKES 
Box 440-F Clackamas, Oregon 





Role) ¢ 


WANT A COPY OF 
THE WORLD’S MOST 
BEAUTIFUL FLOWER 
SEED CATALOG? write 


ropay For SEEDcraft! 
GEO. J. BALL, INC. 


Dept. FG-26 
WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
WHERE YOUR FLORIST BUYS HIS SEED 








The 
World’s 
most beautiful 


Get the WORLD'S FINEST LILY CATALOG 
offering over one hundred different 
lilies, including DeGraaff’s wonderful 
new Hybrids. Also rare Hardy Cycla- 
men and Hardy Clematis. It’s really a 
cultural HANDBOOK, profusely illus- 
trated in natural color. To get your 
copy, please send 25c, coin or stamps. 


Box F 
ROMAINE B.WARE canby. oregon 





CHINESE 


New blight resistant strain. 
Shade in summer, nuts in 
autumn. Ideal lawn tree. 
FREE catalog. Write today. 





MAKE MONEY WRITING 


.. Short paragraphs! 


You don’t have to be a trained author to make money 


writing. Hundreds row money every day on 
short paragraphs. I tell you what to write, where and 
-how to sell; and supply big list of editors who buy from 

Lots of small checks in a hurry bring cash 
that adds up quickly. No tedious study. Write to sell, 





right away. Send for free facts. ° 
1751 Morse Ave., Dept. 132-", Chicage 26, Ill. 
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BUELL’S Gloxinias & African Violets 


Gloxinia Seed: 200 seed pkt. $1. 
Slipper type pkt. $1. 
African Violet Seed pkt. $1. 


Cultural instructions included. Order today. 


Free catalog lists plants, tubers, soil, 
special offers — write 


ALBERT H. BUELL Dept. F-61, Eastford, Conn. 








STEEL and ALUMINUM BUILDINGS 


EASY TO enact 
ook Like W 


Sectional Buildings 
FOR ALL PURPOSES 
Shipped eam 





Write for Folder 
smnenianen.  2e (er Folder Ns 


PRAYING MANTIS EGG CASES 














Each yo yt ye ~. hatch over 100 mantes ° 
destroy insect ured in — in LIFE & 


as fea’ 
THE AMER RICAN ne Soleo 1. 
incl. instructions. Order a (Free e folder) the 
MANTIS MAN, RIVERHEAD, NEW 


TRI-OGEN 


“Ist in Rose Sprays” 























RIDE WHILE YOU MOW 


Pan Take it easy with a pay ta 
f RIDING LAWN TRACTOR. Mows 
weeds or grass. peed and 
reverse. Snow blade, roller, 

cart, aerator, leaf pulver- 
izer attachments available. 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 
Quick Manufacturing Inc. 


3252 E. Main St., Springfield, Ohio 















Rat bat methods. Free copy. Write 
today. W F, ALLEN COMPANY 


12. Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Maryland 
Amazing Everbearing 


DESOTO BLACKBERRY 


DELICIOUS RIPE FRUIT ALL SUMMER 
Another mouthwatering, scientific triumph. Fully 
described along with many other trees, shrubs, 
fruits and bargain offers in Hanley’s big 1956 
eatalog of guaranteed nursery stock. Send for 
your FREE copy today. 

HANLEY’S NURSERY, Box 14, Carbondale, Illinois 



















x 

AS This strong, 60-day 
3 of on largest, early 
5 fruiting tomato hy- 
5 ° lobe 
- meaty and _ free f 

white core. Bears over a pee J peri- 
= in large clusters. Pkt. only 25¢ 
A Write for WILL’S BIG FRE 75th 
_4 RNNIVERSARY CATALOG NOW. 
osc. .» Box 600-87, Bismarck, No. Dakota 





Qris ‘Qaylthiva 1 


from the WILDS of Missouri 





Dept. FG-I6 Sarcoxie, Mo. 








green ieaves with leathery texture and 
waxy margins like those of the black 
maple. The latter has few ascending 
branches. A strong central leader pro- 
duces stubby lateral branches, especially 
when secondary branches are removed. 
The non-leathery flowers are yellow- 
green. 

The AUGUSTINE ASCENDING ELM is 
a new and unusually fine columnar 
shaped elm for use along narrow streets 
and for landscapes that require an 
accent tree. It is unusually resistant to 
wind and ice storms and, according to 
the organization which sponsors its sale 
and distribution, is resistant to the 
Dutch elm disease. 

Among the newer kinds of beech 
trees are the Dawyck beech, Fagus 
sylvatica fastigiata, with beautiful nar- 
row-upright form and the tricolor beech, 
F. sylvatica tricolor, with pink, white 
and green leaves that turn coppery 
bronze. 

Evergreen trees: One of the most 
beautiful evergreen trees introduced in 
recent years is the holly Jlex alta- 
clarensis JaMES G. Esson, named by 
my colleague at The New York Botani- 
cal Garden, T. H. Everett. James G. 
Esson holly has large glossy leaves, 
which resemble the finest English holly, 
and large clusters of bright red berries 
that are far more striking than those of 
our native American holly. 

Another unusual evergreen recently 
introduced into the trade is a variety of 
Japanese back pine, Pinus Thunbergi 
compacta-Herni, an attractive compact 
tree especially suited for wind-swept 
beach areas.—P. P. PIRONE 


Shrubs 


NEW ORNAMENTAL WOODY PLANTS — 
literally hundreds — have been intro- 
duced to American gardens during the 
past decade. The popularity of some 
has proven a flash in the pan. Others in- 
crease in popularity as more and more 
gardeners become acquainted with their 
real merits. Business in this country has 
been built on the premise that to keep 
the public interested “new” materials 
must be offered each year. The nursery 
business is no exception. There is a 
tendency to advertise “new” plants 
which are decidedly mediocre. 

There are some good plants which 
have been introduced during the past 
decade that are proving popular, how- 
ever, and a quick survey of how they 
originated and where they came from 
gives an insight into the modern sources 
for new plants which are so much in 
demand by the gardening public. 

Certainly the most numerous intro- 
ductions (other than roses, and there are 
always many of these) were in the 
azalea clan, when approximately 500 
varieties of the so-called Glenn Dale 
hybrids were named and described all 
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in one fell swoop. Admittedly, this was 
after years of work in hybridization and 
selection with many different species 
and clones used in the process as par- 
ents, but it is most difficult for the 
gardener and even the commercial 
grower to appreciate the relative merits 
of so many. Some are being grown 
commercially now, and it is hoped that 
Over a period of years, studies will be 
made resulting in a list of “the best” of 
this bewildering group. 

Planned hybridization programs have 
resulted in many new and valued rose 
varieties. Another plant developed via 
hybridization is the ARNOLD DwarFr 
forsythia, considered a freak by some 
because it is under three feet tall and 
bears few flowers, but it is a wonderful 
new ground cover plant of great merit. 


So-called “shotgun” hybridization 
methods (where large numbers of open- 
pollinated seeds are sown) have resulted 
in several excellent lilacs like CLARKE’s 
GIANT, and EsTHER STALEY. The CrIM- 
SON BRILLIANT crabapple and the dwarf 
ornamental cherry HALLY JOLIVETTE 
are other notable shrubs that have been 
originated by this means. 

The gardens and commercial nurseries 
of many European countries have 
yielded such good ornamental shrubs as 
the dwarf CRIMSON PyGmMy variety of 
the red-leaved barberry, several Ponten- 
tilla fruticosa varieties like KATHERINE 
Dykes, the (so-called) yellow-lilac 
PRIMROSE and the beautiful Viburnum 
carlcephalum. 

I am venturing out of the shrub 
category when I mention the tree meta- 
sequoia but its introduction makes an 
interesting story. This plant was known 
only because of the presence of its im- 
print in fossilized rocks. However, when 
an unknown plant was found in China, 
botanists and paleobotanists compared 
notes, and determined that this plant 
was actually a living metasequoia. Within 
a year seeds were collected and dis- 
tributed to all parts of the north tem- 
perate regions of the world where 
metasequoias are now being grown by 
the hundreds and even thousands. The 
story of how fast this extremely rare 
plant was distributed, due to modern 
transportation methods, modern pub- 
licity media and modern means of 
propagation, makes a very interesting 
comparison with the distribution such 
a find would have been accorded a 
century Or more ago. 

These are not all by any manner of 
means, but they are among those that 
are proving the most popular. Chance 
still plays a large part in the finding of 
new plants, but trained gardeners who 
are familiar with the desirable charac- 
teristics to look for in new plants still 
have a golden field of opportunity in 
finding new ones wherever there are 
gardens.—DoNALD WYMAN 
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The most beautiful of all Spruces. Color varies 
from dark green to silvery blue. Ideal for home 
planting, slow growing symmetrical tree that 
will add year-around beauty. Save Money on these 
8 inch baby sized plants. They will grow into 
valuable specimen trees. Write for Free illus- 


trated catalog. 

Ackerman Nurseries, 159 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. 
BIG FRUIT FROM SMALL TREES 

Now you can have an orchard in just a little 

space. A triumph in horticultural science. All the 

best varieties fully described in Hanley’s big 1956 

catalog of guaranteed nursery stock. Send for 


your FREE copy today. 
HANLEY’S NURSERY, Box 8, Carbondale, 





er 
Illinois 





This Big New 
1956 Nursery BOOK 


Send for this greatest of oll 
ing Hill catalogs. 


PYa cd 


GPECIAL-PURPOSE 


PLANT FOODS 


BABY SIZED TREES | & SHRUBS 


Just What Y: Been Looking 
from which to ae Sy tone 6 to om Rm nes he popalt 
sizes for experimental ase. Write today for FREE ! 


TOM THUMB SPRUCE $gj29 


Amazingly ovat Guew Sotewe 

row, pyramid shaped tiny d phy —- wy hy 

least years to reach helghtof one to two feet. 5: soe 
to 8 in. trees only $1.29 ea. postpaid. Catalog 

WHITTEN NURSERIES, Box 428, oD, LAGE GBettges 





FOUNDATION PLANTING / 
spreader, blue-green. For sunny 
spots. 4 Japanese Yew, upright, 
compact, deep green. Sun or $] y] 95 
planted, 10” to 16". Strong roots. a‘ 
Postpaid at planting time. FREE CATALOG 
MUSSER FORESTS Box 7-A Indiana. Pa 
Write for Putney Nursery’s new spring catalog. 
We specialize in native, hardy Wildflowers, 
Trees, Shrubs and Perennials. Also a complete 
stock. 
“Grown in Vermont, It’s Hardy.” 
Putney Nursery, Inc., 56F, , Putney, Vt. 


10 Plants: 6 Pfitzer Juniper, 

10 for 
shade. All 2 and 3 times trans- 
NEW WILDFLOWER CATALOG 
line of other hardy Northern grown nursery 





— WILLS DIAMOND JUBILEE 





ED CATALOG FREE ~} 


Write NOW for our big 74-page. 75th 
Anniversary Catalog. of colorful 
fons of hardy, Northern 

vegetables, fruits, 
, evergreens and farm seed. 
\ fi and most colorful catalog. 
) with newest, hardy, early seed varie- 
ties. Send for your FREE copy NOW. 
OSCAR H. WILL & . co. 


Bismarck, North Dakota 


Crimson Ké 
MAPLE * 


The Most Beautiful Tree You 
Have Ever Seen. Guaranteed. 
Low Prices. Also fruits, peren- 
nials, evergreens, shrubs, roses. 
Send for FREE Celer Cata- 


log today. 
EMLONG’S | BOX 32 


STEVENSVILLE, MICHIGAN 
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Tractor Survey 


[FROM PaGeE 69] didn’t expect them to. 
But from the amount of time they used 
their machines, as well as the number of 
attachments they owned, it was apparent 
that the tractors did quite a bit. Only a 
few owned no attachments—less than 
10 per cent—and these were primarily 
owners of tillers which actually will 
plow and cultivate without attachments. 
Topping the list of attachments, though, 
were cultivators and plows; 60 per cent 
owned both or had tilling machines 
which could cultivate or plow. 

Next in popularity were mowing at- 
tachments. Lawn mowers (rotary 
and/or reel-type) were owned by 30 
per cent, as were sickle-bar mowers for 
cutting hay and the like. Harrows came 
next: 25 per cent. (The harrow is only 
needed when the ground is plowed in 
the conventional way. It is not needed 
when the ground is rotary tilled.) Fol- 


A hauling cart was made for this Sim- 
plicity tractor owned by L. Hemmenly. 


lowing closely were the snow plow or 
dozer blade, with 23 per cent. Other 
attachments owned and used were haul. 
ing cart (13 per cent), riding sulky (8 
per cent), lawn roller (3 per cent) and 
snow blower (2 per cent). 

How can I select the right machine 
for my property? This is a problem and 
our owners frankly admitted it. ‘How- 
ever, they did offer these suggestions— 
things they had learned from experience. 
First, see the machine in operation; bet- 
ter still, operate it yourself before pur- 
chasing. Dealer demonstrations are ex- 
cellent for accomplishing this. Over 40 


Sickle bar mower is front-mounted on 
Gravely tractor of Edward Shelangouski. 
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TUBEROUS 


Sporkling B ful = 

ig, colorful jooms 
of waxy Soler. Easy to grow. Start 
Begonias indoors now for early blooms 
this summer. Order yours today, while 
they last at this sensational! low price. 
(One order per customer.) Big Color 

FREE on annua 


1” 
Red Emperor Hybrid 


{ ZINNIA 


a ee, 
Breck’s Exclusive! 














Magnificent new vermillion-red giant Zinnia! 
Color never seen before in Zinnias! Blooms up 
to 5” wide, 4 feet tall! Write TODAY for FREE 
Seed Packet worth 35¢, plus 1956 Garden 
Guide showing fine and rare flower, vegetable 
seeds, plants, garden advice! Write TODAY! 
BRECK’S OF BOSTON 
431 Breck Bldg. BOSTON 10, Mass. 








You 
will 


nat: Mata 
@ 
in many leading catalogs 


Be sure to read about this in- 
teresting everbearing strawberry. 














age garden, farm tool. 
Does all tilling, tractor jobs. 
Models and horsepower priced 
for every pocketbook. Complete 
range of tools, attach- 
ments—40 in 
all! Includes 
rotary and 
sickle mowers, 
sprayer, snow 
low, bulldozer, 
urden carrier, 
all tractor tools. 
See it in action! 
Beats bulkier, 
single-purpose 
machines.Insist 
on the original. 
In Canada, too. 
Get Free Folder! 


MERRY TILLER, 813 Skinner Building 
P. O. Box 1835, Seattle 11, Washington 


os 
! 
! 
! 
! 
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! 
! 
a) 


NEXT MONTH: HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO ROSES 





‘Redhead 


GARDEN CULTIVATOR 


e No outside moving parts 
Safest cultivator made 
Digs 14” or 21” wide 
Up to 9” deep 
2% H.P. 4 cycle Lauson 
Full tine and wheels 
standard equipment. 
Light — 68 lbs. 


World’s finest 


cultivator 


See dealer or write 





ADDRESS 


WISCON PRODS. IN 





519 CENTER 
+ RACINE, WIS. 





Zin one opera- 
tion with Rotary 
Plow! — only one of 23 sturdy year-round 








tools. . . . Powerful 5-HP Gravely Tractor 
does every lawn, garden, field job easier, 
better! All-gear Drive, Power 
| | 
PAY 
Pi Write today for FREE 24-page 
“Power vs Drudgery’’ Booklet. 
GRAVELY TRACTORS, INC. 
FIELD- TESTED SINCE 1922 
FREE! ... 
1956 CATALOG 
BRISTOL MUMS 
SEND TODAY: 
BRISTOL NURSERIES, INC. 


Reverse. New improved Starter optional. 
Sa) 
* BOX 116 DUNBAR, W. VA. 
OF WORLD FAMOUS 
400 Pinehurst Road, Bristol, Connecticut 








This ne 


red rich 
Many nursery catalogs will give you 


complete information about this out- 
standing everbearing strawberry. 
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per cent of our survey owners tried a 
dealer’s machine before they bought 
their own. Friends are also helpful in 
this respect. Another 40 per cent had 
friends who owned a similar tractor and 
allowed them to try it first. On the 
other hand, there were many who sent 
for literature, read and digested it and 
then made their decision. 

One of the most important sugges- 
tions on selecting the right tractor came 


Mowing is just one job E. M. Ellingson 
does with his 3-horsepower Rototiller. 


in this comment from a railroad engi- 
neer in Indiana: “Select the job you 
want done first, then the machine.” 
Which is best, tilling- or pulling-type 
tractor? We didn’t attempt to answer 
this question from our survey, because 


Cultivating is Mrs. David Long’s job. 
Tractor is four-wheeled Country Squire. 


there is no answer. A few of our replies 
indicated that some people owned both 
or at one time or another had owned 
both types. Even these people couldn’t 
express any opinion. 

What brand of tractors did these 
people own? A fair question and an im- 
portant one; here they are: Bolens, 
Choremaster, Country Squire, Gravely, 
Merry Tiller, Planet Jr., Red E, Roto- 
tiller, Simplicity and Viking. 

Summary. Garden tractors are not 
too expensive to purchase initially and 
certainly not costly to operate. A good 
garden tractor can double garden activi- 
ties or cut maintenance time in half. 
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Flowering TREES 


Both shade and beauty for your 
" home grounds. Finest varieties ; 
quality guaranteed. Also Fruit 
trees and plants, Roses, Shrubs. 
Write for FREE Catalog today. 


PAA 5 Nurseries & Seed House 


Boxes Geneva, Ohio 





| WANT EVERY READER 
tite. of this Paper to have my big red 
BB EARuANA Towa 
“a ( “KING OF THE EARLIES” 
. 8 Big solid, scarlet fruit, disease 
resistant, heavy yielder. Ideal for 


¥ table or canning. Send 1 


25 
l today for 125 seed 
and copy of Aon yped | nll Catalog. FREE 


R.H.SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN, Dept. 345, Rockford, ILL. 


i 8ttFs,, TOMATO 


— ih, 
S The Nation’s Favorite For 





ens. Almost 
Seediess. Large handsome 
bright red fruits, average \ lb. 
— is smooth ‘and just thick 
mough to prevent cracking. 
Flesh is thick-meated and firm 
like good beefsteak from which 
it received its name. Send 3c stamp 
for 125 seed,25c value 
ef this Giant Beefsteak Tomato. Will include . 
Copy of Big Seed & Nursery Colored Catalog. 


CONDON BROS. SEEDSMEN nrocktord, illinois 





Rhowereng 
Add Beauty - Distinction 
to Your Home 
Best varieties! Bargains in 
Roses, Fruits, Evergreens, 
Perennials, Send now for 
our Free Color Catalog. 


EMLONG’S Box 13 Stevensville, Michigan 
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P. J. McKENNA Offers Lecture 
Courses, Demonstrations in 
% Landscaping 
% Practical Horticulture 
*% Horticultural Judging 


P. J. McKENNA 
Staff Horticulturist 
Flower Grower Magazine 
2251 Quimby Ave. 

i # 


& ty 4y be be he he hy he bo be hn hn hn hn Ln hn hn LS 


New York 72, 


y 
e 
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4 For Information Write : 
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New scp na Boy SF 


Makes tough jobs cen! 
3 Models—1 "2-2 -3"2 7 
snow units 
Tiller, mower, 3” = 
oa nt es steel 


will get done ~ 
free Catalog — 


PAGE 1900 $. Bist St. 


Milwaukee, Wis. 


Write! 
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FRUIT TREES, STRAWBERRY, RASPBERRY 
AND BLUEBERRY PLANTS 


Nut and Shade Grape = 
Flowering Shrubs, Evergreens. Dw: 
Apple Trees (on malling 9 and 7 stock). 
Over 80 yoo , and distribu- 
tion serv iF Phin 60- guarantees 
satisfaction. Our 
trates, 
nursery ‘I — > po PR. prices. 


rots BOUNTIFUL RIDGE NURSERIES 
7 Box M-i6 Princess Anne, Maryland 


, Unusual, Ornamental and 


OWERING SHRUBS 


New and Rare Types to Brighten Your Yard 


All the best varieties. Flowering shrubs add value to your 
home. Plant now! Descriptions and illustrations in our 
FREE catalog—i2 full pages of shrubs—over 100 bar- 
gains in fruits, evergreens, roses, trees. Write today 


Ackerman n Nursery, 153 Le lake St, » Bridgman, Mich. 


FREES Stem’s 1956 
Spring Catalog 


New ideas for 
your garden 
VaSTERN’S NURSERIES 
Dept. G Geneva, N. Y. 
FLOWER 


FREE ‘sox 


Write today for free illustrated book—cultural 
directions, pronouncing index, germination toble. 
3000 varieties—old and new. Many rare kinds. 
Yours for the asking. Send a postcard todoy! 


Geo. W. Park Seed Co., Greenwood 13 S. C. 

















AY LILIES 
AMERICA’S LARGEST 
GROWER (30 Acres) 
Send for America’s finest 
full-color catalog — it’s 


yours — it’s FREE. 
Rssell 


Spring 1 Texes 


THANK YOU! 


Flower Grower readers, for your 
many orders this past year. May 
you enjoy the best of everything in 
1956. 





COOLEY’S GARDENS 
SILVERTON, OREGON 














it Frilled Petunia in 
yr colored blooms 
shade on stately 


> today for 
150 Seeds) FREE 
ig Seed & Nursery mm 


~ Send for our New 1956 


om CATALOG 


SPECIALS 





Post 
Paid 
Post 
Paid 
Post 
Paid 


OLD 

12 to 18 inch ener 
CHINESE PAGODA TREE 

12 to 18 inches . . 
ROSEBUD TREES 

12 to 18 inches 


KANSAS LANDSCAPE & NURSERY CO. 
1404 East Iron Street Salina, Kansas 








TUBERS 
SEEDS 
PLANTS 


Box 29-F 
GRANTS PASS 
OREGON 


HARROLD’S 
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TOOLS & EQUIPMENT 
Select Your 
Tools for 56 


Every good gardener knows that the 
best results are obtained from many an- 
nuals and vegetables by starting them 
early indoors. Coffee tins, cheese boxes, 
homemade flats, almost anything is 
used. I received a sample of PERMa- 
NesT flats last fall and have discarded 
all thoughts of using junk again. PERMa- 
NesT flats and plant trays are ideal 
for home gardeners. They are made of 
sturdy plastic material (polystyrene) 
and will not rot, rust or deteriorate in 
any way. They are also light in weight 
and won't absofb water (that’s what 
makes wooden flats so heavy). Because 
they are of solid construction, they also 
do not harbor insects and diseases. The 
thing I like best about them is that they 
will nest one inside another. 





4-Star General Mower 


A gasoline-powered rotary mower for 
less than $65 sounds almost impossible. 
But it is possible—through the mail. 
The mower is the 4-STAR GENERAL and 
is sold by Republic Hardware and Sup- 
ply Corporation. The 1956 model has 
two ejection chutes, one on either side, 
to keep grass from clogging up under- 
neath the mower housing. 

It is good garden practice to mound 
roses with soil for several weeks after 
planting. Melvin Wyant, the famous 
rose grower, has devised special WATER- 
PROOF PLANT PROTECTORS to make this 
more practical. The protectors are 
placed around the plant and are then 
filled with soil. Not only does it make 
the chore easier, but you use less soil. 

—Wno. L. MEACHEM 
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Light + Rugged * Maneuverable | 
America’s best tractor value. 
More useable power -- pulling, 
pushing, driving. 770 Ibs. Pulls 

** plow.-Gear Drive 8.4 Hp. 


" COUNTRY 
- SQUIRE 


100%, satisfaction guaranteed. 
Write for FREE CATALOG 
COUNTRY SQUIRE TRACTOR CO 
P. 0. Box 107-D-1 
Muskego, Wisconsin 


el? 








— FREE BOOKLET AND LIST — 
EARLE DILATUSH—Robbinsville, N. J. 














AERC t - MB 
Biossom-set 
HORMONE SPRAY THAT 
MAKES TOMATOES RIPEN 1 to 
WEEKS EARLIER! STOPS BLOSSOM DO 


a. At pt... ~ 4. or order from 
SCIENCE PRODUCTS Co. Dept. Fié 
1230 E. 63rd Street, Chicago 37, tilinois 








. rf ALLEN COMPANY 
12. Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Maryland 





The loveliest of all flowers 
that can be grown at home. 
Exquisite jewel-like colors. 
Nearly every bloom reaches 
perfection. Easy to grow in tub, pool or farm 
pond. Write today to nearest office for your free 
copy of new, colorful 1956 catalog. 
THREE SPRINGS FISHERIES 
816 Main Road, Lilypons, Maryland 
Box 971, Dept. 816, Worcester, Mass. 
Box 508, Dept. 816, Salisbury, N.C. 


NEW HYBRID ELM 


IMMUNE TO DUTCH ELM DISEASES 
Fast growing. The most important new offering 
in years. Fully described along with many un- 
usual trees, shrubs, fruits and bargain offers in 
Hanley’s big 1956 catalog of guaranteed nursery 
stock. Send for your FREE copy today. 
HANLEY’S NURSERY, Box 26, Carbondole, 








Hardy, heavy-bearing 
varieties. Also Roses, 
Perennials, Shrubs & 
Fruits. FREE plant- 
ing guide catalog. 


EMLONG NURSERIES 
Mich 


Stevensville 





AMERICAN 


ULBERRY 


Graceful shade tree bearing an 
abundance of delicious black ber- 
ries all summer. FREE catalog. 


; ALLEN’ NURSERIES & 


SEED HOUSE 
GENEVA, OHIO 
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The Floracart 


The original, most popular Garden on 
Wheels. Two models available, 3 Tray, 
$52.50, 2 Tray $41.50. Practical, sturdy 
aluminum tubing guaranteed construc- 
tion. Large capacity water tight trays 
19” x 49”. Ball bearing wheels. Designed 
for use with Fluorescent fixtures. Write 
for literature and additional informa- 
tion on new accessories being offered. 
Tube Craft, Inc., Department D, 1950 
West 114th Street, Cleveland 2, Ohio. 





Grinds or Shreds as Desired 


Only W-W Compost Grinder and 
Shredder comes with interchangeable 
rollers and grinding screen. Shreds or- 
ganic matter for composting and mulch; 
grinds heavy sod for potting soil; mixes 
and grinds compost, fertilizer and soil. 
Rejects trash. $124.50 less motor and 
belt guard; $178 complete with 2 h.p. 
B&S engine, f.o.b. Wichita. Terms usual- 
ly arranged. Write for literature. W-W 
Grinder Corp., Dept. G, Wichita, Kan. 





Kills Fleas While Cats Nap 


Miraculous new KITTY COOTIE- 
CHASER is a billowy bed that kills 
fleas while cats sleep. Stops biting, 
scratching. Inviting catnip aroma entices 
her away from chairs. No risk of dry 
coat or flaky skin—helps prevent mange. 
Praised by fanciers who enter pets in 
shows. Long-lasting. 14x18” $2.49. Send 
No Money—Order C.O.D., or send check, 
we pay postage. Money-Back Guar. Sud- 
bury Laboratory, Box 8A, Sudbury, Mass, 
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GENERAL 


FLOWER BASKET... 


This handsome solid brass flower container 
designed in the shape of a scuttle, has a high- 
lustre, lifetime permanent finish. It never 
needs polishing. Interior is coated with a 
black corrosion-resistant finish. Makes a most 
attractive planter or container for flower ar- 
rangements. Two sizes: 7” x 6”, $3.95; 
11” x 814”, $5.45 postpaid. The Calico Cat, 
FG-1, Chatham, Mass. 


CONTESSA CASUALS ...- 


New casual elegance in the Italian manner! 
Extremely flexible with Italian method of 
construction. Cleverly desirned to hug the 
feet with glove-like softness; wonderfully 
comfortable foam rubber soles. Wear them 
in the garden or in the house or for just plain 
relaxing. White, smoke, red, black, pastel 
pink or light blue. Women’s full sizes 4 to 
13, AAAAA to C. $3.95 plus 50¢ postage. 
Moccasin-Craft, FG-1, 63 Mulberry St., Lynn, 
Mass. 


STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS ... 


Stamp collecting is one of the few hobbies 
anyone can enjoy! And a good way to begin 
is with this collection of 115 different stamps 
from all 5 continents which is offered for 
only 10¢. Stamps include airmails, com- 
memoratives, dead countries and stamps over 
60 years old. Globus Stamp Company, Dept. 
74, 268 4th Ave., New York 10. 


MINIATURE FRAMES... 


A group of distinguished-looking miniature 
frames so perfect for showing off old tintypes, 
flowers, silhouettes or any subject matter to 
please you. They are 3” x 3” square and may 
be had either 7%” or 174” deep. Beautifully 
crafted in mahogany, maple or gold. $3.50 
for set of 4 frames without pictures, postpaid. 
Dordean Creations, FG-1, Kirkland, Wash. 
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SIO RE with Erna W. Cass 


CORD-WOOD CRIB... 


Keeps firewood logs crisp and dry for proper 
burning! Wood, even green wood, placed 
out of doors permits the sun, wind and the 
rain to cure it quickly. Basement stored. logs 
smother, breeding bugs and termites. Place 
crib out of doors wherever convenient to the 
house. Sturdy steel construction, dull black 
finish. Holds up to Yeth cord of wood with 
logs 16” to 24” long. $15.00 postpaid. Mrs. 
Dorothy Damar, FG-1, 729 Damar Bldg., 
Newark 5, N. J. 


NEW CANDELABRA ... 


Use this 14” high beauty as a table center- 
piece. Hand-forged of wrought iron with a 
satin black finish, it has 8 husks for any 
height candle or taper. Measures 12” across 
at the widest point. Perfect for contemporary 
rooms, yet looks right at home in a traditional 
setting. $9.95 postpaid. E. F. Lawrence Iron 
Works, FG-1, 2911 Whittier Blvd., Los 
Angeles 23, Calif. 


KIDDIES’ BATHROOM SET... 


Guaranteed to encourage children to brush 
their teeth! Set consists of 2 quality tooth- 
brushes—one for morning and one for night 
—a plastic tumbler and a personalized plastic 
holder with self-adhesive back. In black, red 
or gray with white letters, or white with red 
or black lettering. Print name clearly. $2.50 
postpaid. International Gift House, FG-1, 
P. O. Box 509, Culver City 32, Calif. 


BABY TRAY... 


A treasure for the new little American! A 
lovely ceramic hand-painted tray in the shape 
of the State in which baby was born. Baby’s 
name, birthdate, state and town of birth 
hand-lettered under clear glaze. Size about 
4”. $2.00 postpaid. Brother and sister would 
cherish one, too, commemorating their birth. 
Annie Laura Ceramics, FG-1, Pico 17, Calif. 
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California Roses—Best For You! 


Plant California Roses this Spring, 
grown in the California sunshine, strong 
and hardy to resist excessive cold, heat 
and drought. Every rose-garden is more 
beautiful, fragrant and interesting by 
planting “old roses” behind your ‘hybrid’ 
teas and floribund Our 
1956 brochure, “ROSES OF YESTER- 
DAY & TODAY” mailed for 35¢ de- 
ductible from order. Will Tillotson’s 
Roses, F-2, Watsonville, Calif. 











New Water-Fog Plant Sprayer 


Squeeze handle and out comes a fine 
water-fog mist! One hand operation 
with positive trigger action pump. Fine 
mist to heavy spray, for all plant and 
household use. Sturdy, bright copper 
base with non-corrosive nickel top. Pre- 
cision built. Pint size, $6.95; quart, $7.95 
postpaid. 3-part tube for 8”, 16” and 24” 
extensions of spray head, $1.95 extra. 
Send for free catalog. House Plant Cor- 
ner, Box 863, Oxford, Maryland. 





Rhododendrons, Hardy Azaleas 


The World’s finest varieties collected 
from European gardens. Hybrid Azaleas 
and Rhododendrons in brilliant colors. 
40,000 plants in 300 best named varie- 
ties to plant in your garden. All sizes, 
with well-established root systems. Rea- 
sonable prices, shipped to all parts of 
the U.S.A. Send 10¢ for complete catalog 
and plant now. Irving B. cent oy 221 
American Bank Building. Portland, 
Oregon. 
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Build-A-Nail 


New miracle preparation builds 
LONG, GLAMOROUS nails easily and 
quickly as you brush it on. Replaces 
broken nail with a permanent one in 
minutes. Stays on tight-grows with the 
nail! Can be filed, cut, polished. Sure 
cure for “NAIL BITERS”. Complete 
kit for 25 nails only $1.50 ppd. Carol 
Beatty, Dept. L1-N, 7410 Santa Monica 
Blvd., Los Angeles 46, Calif. FREE 
GIFT CATALOGUE included. 





Suburban & Country Dwellers 


NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic 
tank and cesspool clean. A bacteria con- 
centrate breaks up solids and grease— 
prevents overflow, back-up, odors. Regu- 
lar use saves costly pumping or digging. 
Simply mix dry powder in water, flush 
down toilet. Non-poisonous, non-caustic. 
Guaranteed to reactivate septic tank, 
cesspool. 6 mos. supply (23 ozs) only 
$2.95 ppd. Northel Distributors, FG-1 
P. O. Box 1103, Minneapolis 1, Minn. 





Mrs. Arthur H. Robinson 
1035 Thurmal Avenue 
Rochester, New York 


1000 Name & Address Labels $1 


Your name and address printed on 
1000 fine quality gummed labels. Packed 
with plastic box. Use them on station- 
ery, checks, books, greeting cards, rec- 
ords, ete. Your choice of 3 lines, 1000 
labels for only $1.00 pp. Any six orders 
for $5.00. THIS IS A SPECIAL OFFER. 
A sensational bargain! Makes a won- 
derful, useful present. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Handy Labels, 108 Jasper- 
son Bldg., Culver City 1, Calif. 
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LAUNDRY BASKET STAND... 


Stand brings clothes basket to a convenient 
level without stooping! Fits most types of 
laundry baskets—round, square, oval or 
oblong. Spring attached to each leg fastens to 
basket so that the stand goes with basket. 
Made of aluminum, it weighs less than a 
pound. Folds for storage. $1.95 postpaid. 
Mohawk Valley Sales, FG-1, P. O. Box 303, 
Ilion, N. Y. 


WINDSHIELD COVER ... 


Keeps snow, sleet, frost or freezing rain off 
parked car! Made of heavy, tear-resistant 
plastic, has elastic tapes with adjustable snap- 
fasteners at each of the four corners. Just slip 
cover under windshield wipers, then slip 
tapes between front doors and door posts and 
snap-fasten together inside car. State whether 
for regular or wrap-around windshield. $1.95 
postpaid. Cardinal Products Co., FG-1, 15614 
Detroit Ave., Cleveland 7, Ohio. 


OZZ EGG COOKERS... 


Poaches, bastes, fries eggs so much easier than 
ever before. Eggs will taste better because 
they'll be basted uniformly all the way 
through. Every egg will be perfectly formed 
and cooked. Simple to use. Set of 2 molds, 
2 lids, 2 handle, $1.00 postpaid. 3 sets for 
$2.75. Carol Beatty Company, FG-1, 7410 
Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles 46, Calif. 





Spruce Electric Manicurist 


Lovely flowers and lovely hands now 
go together. Spruce Electric Manicur- 
ist gives you a superb manicure in just 
10 minutes. Gentle, easy-to-use attach- 
ments shape and buff the nails, loosen 
and whisk away excess cuticle, safely 
erase all calloused skin. Satisfaction or 
full refund guaranteed. Only $24.95, 
Order now. Free literature on request. 
Abar Co., 8826 Woodland Ave., Cleve- 
land 4, Ohio. 








LEARN af ome 
LANDSCAPE 
GARDENING 


Norman A. Morris, interna- 
tionally recognized Landscape 
Architect, now offers a com- 
plete Home Study Landscap- 
ing Course. Learn this fasci- 
nating professi for pl e 
or profit. 


: : MANY OPPORTUNITIES 
Healthful outdoor work for men and women. Earn while 
you learn. Consultation service. Improve your prop- 
erty, start own business or have a fine job. This train- 
ing used by hundreds of nurserymen coast_to coast. 


Write today for FREE BOOKLET. 








NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
310 S. Robertson Bivd., Dept. F-16 
Los Angeles, 48 


Dear Sirs: Please send me, without obligation, 
complete information about your course. 
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SEWERSEAL ... 


Replaces the strainer on your basement drain 
and keeps your sewer from backing up. It 
also keeps out sewer gas, rats, bugs and 
vermin of all kinds because it hermetically 
seals the drain. Can be installed in a matter 
of minutes without digging or otherwise al- 
tering your present drain. Fits any style drain. 
$5.00 postpaid. William V. Heinz, FG-1 
P. O. Box 455, LaSalle, Ill. 


GALLERY WINDOW SHELF... 
Not only an attractive window shelf for 
plants, but it fits neatly on any toilet tank 
to hold frequently used items like tissues, 
dusting powder and small articles that are so 
easily knocked off. 22” x 514”, it has a 
flange that quickly attaches over the window 
sill and holds it securely. White enameled 
rolled steel. $1.49 postpaid. The Burgess 
House, FG-1, 426 S. 6th St., Minneapolis 15, 
Minn. 


NO-FOG WINDSHIELD CLOTH 
Avoid danger of driving due to foggy wind- 
shield! New “Glasskleer” chemically treated 
cloth prevents fog, mist or frost from form- 
ing on windshield, windows or any glass sur- 
face in cold weather. Simply wipe with cloth 
to de-fog all glass surfaces and to keep them 
clear. Will last 6 months or more with 
normal use. $1.00 postpaid. Viking Sloane 
Corporation, Dept. C-174, FG-1, 136 West 
52nd St., New York 19. 





YOU, TOO, CAN GROW 
Prize-winning 


AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


For two years the prize- 
winning blossoms at the 
National African Violet 
Show have been grown 

with Plant Marvel. the scientifically bai- 
anced, 100% water- -soluble plant food. It 
supplies the entire root system with the na- 
tural, concentrated food elements needed 
for rapid, healthy growth and bloom. Very 
easy and economical to use... a 35 cent 
package makes 68 quarts, 75¢ package 
makes 125 gals., $1.25 package makes 250 
gals. of rich liquid food. 


FREE SAMPLE: Write for free sample and a 
copy of our African Violet folder. 


“Feed os you water" 


Dept. FG-16 
622 W. 119th St., Chicago 28, Ill. 





ELECTRIC SEED 
(e740) ile BED HEATER 
For hot-beds, cold frames! 
NOW—TRANSPLANT 2 WEEKS SOONER 
SEED UP IN 30 HOURS 
CUT GERMINATION TIME BY 24 
ROOT CUTTINGS IN 6 DAYS 
J40A 40’ cable & thermo. for 1 sash $6.75 
S80A For double sash bed (36 sq. ft.) 9.00 
J40 40’ cable only, 115V.,200W. 2.25 
$80 80’ cable only, 115V.,400W. 4.50 
AT Air Thermo., 115 V.,1000W. 4.50 
BT Bulb Thermo., 115V., 1725W. 15.00 
Di rde 
poo wooo on anger and — oaiien for 
peat, vermicu etc. WRITE FOR FREE 
NoTeeD PLANS. 
GRO-QUICK SALES, Dept. 2A 
10342 Lanark - Detroit 24, Mich. 
Phone: TUxedo 2-8013 
Far West: 
GRO-QUICK, N. W. DISTR., Dept. 2A 
1864 S. 120th St., Seattle 88, Wash. 


FREE CATALOG! 
SEEDcraft 


JUST WHAT THE 
HOME GARDENER 
HAS BEEN 
WAITING FOR/ 


Magnificent Swiss printing, with striking, au- 
thentic colors. SEEDeraft offers many exclu- 
sive florist-type varieties unobtainable from 
other sources. WRITE TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY! 


Dept. FG-86 
WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


WHERE YOUR FLORIST BUYS HIS SEED 

















Windover Flower Pots 


The Most Bongttut Red 
ts Made 


Our 
Customers 
Say, “The Best 
i have ever seen!’’ 
in the lovely stepped 
Unequalled for 
“freated rims to 
eaves of plants. 
siorTeD. “oncnio PoT 
for better drainage, 4” only, 6 for $2.20 
CLAY FLOWER POTS IN COLOR 
Green, » yellow or white baked -on 
enamel. Following sizes only 
y a4 semi- a = for $2.20 
sane for 2.20 
BLA PLASTIC pot SAUCERS 
replaced Seseee 214” ooo 44 4” 10 for $1.85 
sent insured for $1.80 5” 6 for $1.60 


THE WINDOVER co. “Box 3033 Evansville, Ind. 


Free Re 


START SPEAKING 


FRENCH (yx 
SPANISH anos: overmen: 


HERE: S the easiest way to learn FRENCH, oy 
Russian, German, Italian, Japanese or 
Ale to FREE 2-sided non-breakable record. ay Sout 
eyes follow words in FREE sample lesson. Almost at 
you'll be chatting in a new language with a perfect accent! 
That's all you hear! No dull, tedious work. Just listen— 
imitate! It’s that easy! Offer may end soon. Rush 25¢ to 
help cover cost of special packaging, :- te 
language you want. We'll also send free inform: 
full Cortina course. No a anien. a et ACADEMY, 
Dept. 161, 136 W. 52nd St., York | 


AFRICAN VIOLET JAR 


Handmade ceramic, space 

for 4 plants, proper drain. | 

age hole, approx. 52" ” 
high and 5-% circ. Avail- | 
able in six colors, mottled | 
shades of tan, blue, green, 

gray, glossy white or. 
black. $2.65 p.pd. Free 

Color Catalog featuring 100 | 
African Violet varieties. 

Full line of accessories. 


TINARI FLORAL GARDENS, 


Most sizes 


sh ipping breakage 











Flowers Grower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


RATE 75 CENTS PER WORD: (70 cents per word for 
three or more consecutive insertions using same copy). 
Minimum order accepted in the Classified Section—$15.00 
per single insertion, $42.00 minimum for 3 consecutive 
insertions. Special Headings $1.50 extra. Closing date 
18th of 2nd preceding month. Terms: CASH WITH 
ORDER. No discount to agencies. Address: Flower Grower, 
Classified Dept , 99 N. Broadway, Albany 1, N. Y. 








Achimines 





ACHIMINES. Blue, White, Lavender, 
ave six named varieties, two each $1.00. 
CAMPBELL, Campbell Avenue, 


Red, $1.00 dozen, 
ROBERT 
Jacksonville, Fla. 








African Violets 











Amaryllis 





AMERICAN HYBRID mage ga — BULBS, finest 
=. a run, blooming size, mixed colors 5 

large selected in Gift Box, $2.00, postpaid. 
PHILIP PATE, Kissimmee 10, Florida. 





CALIFORNIA GIANT HYBRID AMARYLLIS, very fior- 
iferous, easy grower, favorite indoor forcer, clusters of 
giant trumpets, stems, large bulbs, 
colors, each, 55¢, 2.00 (postpaid). ALTWINE, 
Grower, 1272 E. Center, Anaheim, California. 





NEW STRAIN JAPANESE HYBRID ARAGYLL % 
mixed colors only, 8” circumference bulbs $1.75 each 

for $5.00. Free folder on DUTCH strains. Booklet f 
cultural care of imported Amaryllis 50¢. JOHNSON BROS, 
P. O. Box 463, Bound Brook, New Jersey 








AMERICA’ s FINEST— igen’ ‘s Double Pinks now avail- 
able. Catalog on reque See our ad on page 109. 
FISCHER GREENHOU SES. “Dept. C.F., Linwood, New 
Jersey. 
AFRICAN VIOLETS. Plants, rooted cuttings, leaves. New 
double pinks, 1955 sensation. Stamp for list. Visitors wel- 
come. FREU DENBERG FARMS, Markesan, Wisconsin 


AFRICAN VIOLET LEAF DOLLAR BARGAIN—1 each 
April Showers, Smoketone, Carmen, Cochet. Send stamp 
for lis. NORTON PLANT SHOP, Norton, Mass. 


“January 1956 Plant of age dl ATOMIC PINK. New 
fascinating type creation in single pink. Only $2.00 plus 
50¢ for shipping. THE SELECT VIOLET HOUSE, Box 
1444, 2023 Belmont, Youngstown, Ohio 


LEAFCUTTINGS: Lovely 1956 introductions, outstanding 
as brides at weddings. Send stamp for catalog ready in 
February. NAOMI'S, Dept. F, Brockport, New York 


LEAVES, GROW YOUR OWN PLANTS, guaranteed 
new and old _ varieties. Request list. PRISCILLA 
LANDAKER (Kathleen Cooper), 2339 Grigg. Cincinnati 
7. Ohio. 


SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT page 30. 
log contains valuable cultural advice. 
JENNIE SPOUTZ, 34300 Moravian 
Michigan. 




















Illustrated cata- 
FREE! MRS. 
Drive, Fraser, 





SEED—Named varieties cross pollinated, $2.00. Kit— 
containing Seed, Germinating Mix and our new plastic 
eed Flat, $3.00. Instructions included. Catalog Free. 
KRAUSE’S African Violet NURSERY, 11823 Christopher, 
Inglewood, California. 








African Violet Planter Mix 





SMITH’S PLANTER MIX for all house plants. 4 quarts 
$1.00. 10 quarts $2.00. 6 quarts Vermiculite $1.00 post- 

ITH POTTING SOIL COMPANY, 2513 East 
79th—Tulsa, Oklahoma. 





Azaleas 


Cacti & Succulents 





CACTUS AND SUCCULENTS in many unusual kinds 
offered in our illustrated Price List. 10¢ please. GATES 
CACTUS INC., Box 247-A, Corona, California. 





CACTUS JOURNAL—Authoritative, articles, exploration, 
culture, descriptions; year $3.00. Free list cactus and suc- 
culent books. 132 W. Union, Pasadena, Calif. 








Caladiums 


For SALE—Fancy Leaf Caladium Bulbs. No. 2 bulbs 
-~1%": named varieties, 100 - $14.00; mixed varieties 
100 - $12.50. No. 1 Bulbs 1%”-2%”: named varieties, 100 
$18.00; mixed —e-, to - $16.00. Shipped F. 0.B 
Sebring, wen! Express. No. 2 Bulbs 1”-1%” $2 
dozen, No. 1 Bulbs $3.50 dozen, reds, pinks, whites. Post 
og y SMITH NURSERY, P.O. Box 563, Sebring, 
jorida. 








KNAPHILL AZALEAS in variety described in catalogue 
for American Gardeners. Seed of t supreme strain 
saved from finest plants $3.00 packet which will produce 
250 plants. Noted for wonderful colours, perfume, Autumn 
foliage. Write for catalogue and seed to KNAPHILL 
NURSERY, Woking, Surrey, England. 





PERKIE PLANTS GROW ... AS THEY GO... TO 
YOU! PERKIE ROYAL AZALEA, Camellia Sasanqua, 
hybrid Rhododendron 2 year % doz. $3.75; doz. $6.45 ppd. 
Add 50¢ for handling. Handsome entertaining Perkie 
Plant handbook, 25¢ or free with order. Perkie Plant 
Folder Free! IVY HILL FOREST, Dept. FG 1, Cockeys- 
ville, Maryland 





Baby Evergreens 


BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, orna- 
mentals and Xmas tree stock. Azaleas, Rhododendrons, 
Flowering shrub, Blueberries. Catalog Free. GIRARD 
BROS. NURSERY, Geneva, Ohio. 


Camellias 





PERKIE PLANTS... AS THEY GO... TO YOU 
PERKIE CAMELLIA SASANQUA, hybrid rhododendron 
or Royal Azalea 2 year, % doz. $3.75; doz. $6.45 ppd 
Add 50¢ for handling. Handsome entertaining Perki« 
Plant handbook, 25¢ or free with order. Perkie Plant 
Folder Free! IVY HILL FOREST, Dept. FG 1, Cockeys 
ville, Maryland 








Chrysanthemums 





HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS—Free Catalog lists New 
and Popular Hardy Chrysanthemums; Perennials for your 
home; House Plants in variety. TERRACE VIEW GAR 
DENS, Greencastle, Indiana 





“MODERN MUMS FOR 1956" features the finest garden 
mums as well as many choice new perennials. Special 








Begonias 


AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY offers twelve issues of 
THE BEGONIAN plus cultura! bulletin and seeds, to each 
new member for $2.50. Address Dept. FG, Box 2544, Los 
Angeles 54, Calif. 








TUBEROUS BEGONIAS. Buy the best and you too will 
have large double blooms. All colors. Types: Picotee. Ruffled 
and Camellia $5.00 a dozen prepaid. Send 25¢ for catalog. 
ALPINE BEGONIA GARDENS, Rhododendron, Oregon 





African Violet Plant Food 





STIMU SLAnt ee gen vieust FOOD. Proven per- 
fect for violets—used and prominent growers— 
violet booklet and genero' 10¢ coin. IM-U- 
PLANT LABORATORIES, x 1955, Columbus 16, Ohio, 


STERILIZED POTTING SOIL made with flaky leaf- 
mold especially for African Violets. Won’t pack. Postpaid 
east of Denver. 4 Ibs. $1.15, 9 Ibs. $2.25 13 Ibs. $2.85 
WINDOVER, Box 3033 Evansville, Indiana. 








African Violet Rooting Powder 





ENRICH-ALL roots African Violet leaves faster. Packet 
25¢ coin. 5 packets $1.00 with FREE 7 piece plastic pot 
set. EVELYN JAMES, Box 56 A, Davisburg, Michigan. 





African Violet Supplies 





AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPLIES. Soil, pots, insecticides, 
charcoal, labels, wicking. Complete line, catalogue. NEIL 
MILLER, Penns Grove 2, New Jersey 





Agents Wanted 





pls ad SWEET SMELLING BEADS. Sensational 
Big profit for you. Eestionlare MISSION, 
2328BD West. Pico, Los Angeles 6, Cali 


106 





Business Opportunities 





BE A LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR. Make $20 to $60 a 
day. Start with smaller projects and work into larger 
jobs. We show re how. Easy-to-follow Home Study Course. 
Write for REE Book. NATIONAL LANDSCAPE 
INSTITUTE, "Dept F-16-C, 310 8. Robertson Blvd., Los 
Angeles, 48, Cal 





pone pe gg yey Cellar, 
da. W 


Shed. full time, 

Cf Babbite $4,165.00 

GTON MUSHROOM 
Wash. 





pao ORCHIDS at home—profital Year 
Maine ye A R ORacENTION Gor- 
quous s atleyas| ‘Cymbl te. Successful ta grower 


FLOWERLAND, 

4623, Wilshire. Los Angeles 5, Calif. 
FREE FOLIO “$5,000 to ys.¢ 000, Vacations Unlimited.” 
Work home—spare time! No ent. 100 
, Carisbad, 


other homework businesses! HAYLINGS 
California. 





s for early orders. Send for it today. FLEMING’S 
FLOW ER FIELDS, 3100 Leighton Ave., Lincoln, Nebr. 





Colchicine 





PREPARED BY A DRUGGIST. Amateur or Profes- 
ies. Transform 
Use either 

pe mee paste or solution. Directions furnished. $2.00 
P.P. No. .D."s. — PHARMACY, 

Ses The Brooklands, Akron, 0) 





35 mm Color Slide Programs 





10¢ BRINGS NEW LIST {20 RENTAL SETS. Roses, Iris, 
Daylilies, Gardens, Arrangements, Flower Shows etc. 
PHILIP CORLISS, Box 68, Somerton, Arizona. 





Corsage Making Supplies 





THE BEST corsage making materials are so inexpensive. 
Free illustrated catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, 
Dept. FG-36, Hawthorne, New York. 





Cottontail Repellent 





PROTECTS TREES, 
Quart $1.75 rt 


SURES, BUSHES all winter. 
Gallon $5.75. 
Postpaid. F. 


sprays 50 yo' 
R. BEAN COMPANY. | Beottsville, New York 





LEARN FLOWER ARRANGEMENT & es ore 
Start your own business, part or full time. Many 
paying positions open. Earn while learning. Send for'l FREE 
ook. NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE, Studio 
CF-16, 310 8S. Robertson Blvd., Los Angeles 48, Calif. 





MUSHROOM SPAWN (“‘SEED"’) plus complete instruc- 
tions various growing methods $1.00. Circular free. LUXOR 
CO., FG, 641 South 19th, Newark 3, New Jersey. 


Dahlias 





DAHLIAS: Attractive — Free root with —. order. 

Price list ready in Febru Reserve your copy now. 

— EST VIEW GARDENS. “Route 3, Fairmont, West 
rginia 





NEW PLASTIC MENDING TAPE. Just press on! Repairs | 


clothing instantly. Lightning seller. 


Samples sent on 
trial. KRISTEE 116, Akron, Ohio 


DAHLIA PLANTS AND CUTTINGS—New and old varie- 
ties. Send for list. GAMSTON GARDENS, 593 Piermont 





y_ and full 


AMAZING PROFITS » io opectaly farming. C 
(PEC ARMER SERVICE, 1547 


particulars 20¢. S 
S. Cloverdale, Los ae 19, Calif. 


NEXT MONTH: HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO ROSES 


Ave. River Vale, New Jersey. 
DAMLAS: Ten large flowering $3.00; Twenty varieties 

00. different. Lists free. REYNOLDS DAHLIA 
‘ARM, AButiell Ave., Lakewood, New Jersey 


FLOWER GROWER 





Féower Crowes CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Attractive prices of late Honor Roll varie- 
ties in roots, plants and cuttings. 6 Honor Roll Dahlias 
$2.00. Send for our list. LINWOOD NURSERIES, Lin- 
wood, New Jersey 


DAHLIAS: 





DAHLIAS: New competitor. Inspected stock. Double re- 
placement guaranteed. Varieties listed approved by con- 
noisseurs. ISRAELS DAHLIAS, 1944 Greenfield Avenue, 
Grand Rapids 9, Michigan 


DAHLIAS—Roots, pot roots, cuttings, plants. American 
and Australian varieties. Send for list. HANNA DAHLIA 
GARDENS, Dept. F, C layton, New Jersey 





FREE—Send 25¢ for our — Dahlia ‘Catalogue and 
receive two choice named Dahlias, your selection, free. 
Do it today. COTTAGE GROVE DAHLIA GARDENS, 
Port Orchard, Washington 





SINCE 1920—Introducing Carletta Rosa. See Honor Roll. 
Good stock Marvelous, Blendette, Prairie Fire. Free List. 
ROSEMARY GARDENS, Martins Ferry, Ohio 


ALL AMERICAN anaes? We have them with color 
plates. 100 others toc et r free catalogue. Wholesale, 
retail, WOODSIDE ‘GLADIOLU S GARDENS, Webster, 


ew Yor' 


EXCITING GLADIOLUS. We will distribute bulbs of 
two very exciting Glads, starting January Ist. If not on 
our Mailing List, write. We also carry fifty or more varie- 
ties of Miniature Gladiolus. VENNARD NURSERY, Box 
394 F, Sioux City, Iowa 








GLADS FROM HOLLAND. If you are interested in the 
best and most meritorious gladioli please ask for our 
list with prices. J. HEEMSKERK, c/o P. Van Deursen, 
Sassenheim, Holland. 





GLADIOLUS BULBS All-American introductions: 3 Royal 
Stewart; 3 Appleblossom, $4.75. Many fine varieties— 
Special 25 bulbs $1.00. Catalog Free. SWAYNES’ GAR- 
DENS. Box 109-F, Puyallup, Washington 








Magazines 





GREENHOUSE GARDENING MAGAZINE. The only 
publication regularly devoted to better greenhouse garden- 
ng. Regular features include: Seasonal planting guide. 
plants, New equipment. Source of supply for 

bulbs, seed, ete. Greenhouse news and Manage- 

Edited by a well-known author and indoor garden 

ing authority. Bi-monthly, 1 year subscription 3 nee 
$1.00 year subscription—18 issues 2.00 NDER 
GLASS 2 Main Street, Irvington, New York Po the 
Hudson) 








Novelty Plants 





Dahlias on Honor Roll 





WRITE TO-DAY (PER AIRMAIL) for our free Dahlia 
booklet color-illustrated and listing our 1955 HONOR 
ROLL DAHLIAS and 450 varieties for exhibition. 
BALLEGO, Leiden, Holland 





Delphiniums 





WRITE FOR FREE Delphinium and Mum descriptive list 
and price folder. KLEIN’S GREENHOUSE, Box 85, North 
Salem, Indiana 








Evergreens 





EVERGREENS, AZALEAS, RHODODENDRONS in baby 
sizes. Ornamental shrubs, trees, hollies. Send for free 
spring Catalog. GREEN RIDGE NURSERY, Madison 4, 
Ohio 








Female Help Wanted 





ENJOY EXTRA INCOME sewing ready cut felt baby 
shoes. onderful row if you qualify. THOMP: 
SON’S, Loganville 13, Wise. 





* Flower Arrangers Supplies 





CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower ar- 
rangement and corsages at lowest prices. Free illustrated 
catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, FG-37, Haw- 
thorne, New York. 





HAWAIIAN & NATIVE DRY MATERIALS; Gnarled 
natural or sandblast MANZANITA; Ming Tree & Many 
unusual Kits; Ceramic Driftwood Planters; Hand polished 
bases. Retail or wholesale price list with photos FREE. 
MINGCRAFT, Loomis, California 


SELECTION OF OVER 100 DRIED MATERIALS for 
colorful Winter Arrangements, unique accessories. Cali- 
fornia Assortment $5.00. Free Catalog. DRUHES, Carmel 
Valley, California 











Geraniums 





NEW VARIETIES MARTHA WASHINGTON GERA- 
NIUMS and Fuchsias. Developed in California 1956 
releases, Pelargonium “‘One Grand’’ and Fuchsia “‘Powder 
Puff’. Free descriptive list. OUTWATER NU RSERY, 
17331 Pacific Coast Highway, Pacific Palisades, California 





SPECIAL OFFER—12 plants 10 choice Guatfe varieties 
1 Rosebud, 1 Painted Lady 4-8 inches tall labeled. 
different $3.00 postpaid. Free catalogue. COOKS GREEN- 
HOUSE, Sterling, Kansas. 








Gladiolus 





GLADIOLUS—Best new introductions. Symposium win- 
ners and new ruffled varieties. Send for free illustrated 
catalog. SNYDER'’S GLAD ACRES, Richmond, Michigan 





GROW GLADIOLUS 4 to 6 foot tall. Complete cultural 
directions with order. 25 choice bulbs, many varieties, 

95; 50 for $5.75; 100 - $8.95. Catalog free. KEN MAR 
be ADIOLUS, Iowa Falls 1, Iowa 





HIGHEST RATED SYMPOSIUM, Novelty, “All American 
Selection’ varieties. The finest in existence. Catalog on 
request. JEAN JOAN FARM, Belmar, New Jersey. 








FERNS: Holly, 
50e, 12/$5.00. 
manure, xa ai 

Northeast, 


Boston, 

Ghost 
$1.25. 
Atlanta, 


Norwood, Whitmani, Victoriae 
Tree $1.50. Well rotted cow 
WILSON’'S F.G., 943 Greenwood 
Georgia 








Nursery Stock 





GRAPES Plant the best varieties for your area. 
choice of hardy, mountain grown vines. Free 
MOUNTAIN Tor VINEYARD, Route 1, Altus, 


Wild 
listing 
Arkansas 





Gloxinia 





colchicine 
MILLER, 


GLOXINIA SEED. Cross-pollinated and 
treated $1.00 per packet 150 seeds. N.H. 
Wauzeka, Wisc. 





Of Interest To Women 





FREE CATALOG — money making opportunity sewing 
various Ready Cut products. Your choice of projects. 


Wonderful opportunity. THOMPSON'S, Loganville 13, 
Wisconsin. 








Greenhouses 





REDWOOD 9 x 12’ 9” Sturdi-Built Greenhouse, every- 
thing complete above foundation including glass, oS” 
$225.00 delivered. STURDI-BUILT GREENHOUSE CO 
11304 8.W. Boones Ferry Road, Oswego, Oregon 





PRE- hog rte Gl es all sizes. = 
din type. Easy to erect. Low 
Complete plans ~ details, write for catalogue 56. 
YOHO & HOOKER, 523 Williamson Avenue, Youngs- 

town 1, Ohio. 








House Plants 





PICTURESQUE IVIES—Send for Free Catalog. Lists 
House Plants in variety; Decorative Dieffenbachias and 
Philodendrons. TERRACE VIEW GARDENS, Green- 
castle, Indiana 





RARE HOUSE PLANTS—Nun’'s Orchids $2.50, Nolina 
gracilis (Beaucarnea)$1.50, Billbergia nutans $1.00. 
Asplenium nidus-avis $1.50. All over $3.00 pp. JOHN 
BECKNE 736 Myrtle Way South, St. Petersburg, 
Florida 


RARE AND UNUSUAL GERANIUMS, Ivy, Begonias. 
+ oe and — assortment of house plants for ‘ali 
Send for list, deducted from 
RHORELINE NUR ERIES, INC., Box 453, 

port, Maine, 











Insectivorous Plants 





COBRA O00. ¥—(Desiiasienia Californica) Giant insect 
eating plant of the Siskiyous. Seeds, $1.00 pkt 18” 
piants $3.00, Two for $5.00 pp. COBRA SALES, Box 
1, Grants Pass, Oregon 





Orchids 





Grow opouras at home—profi 
‘round, Maine to California. 
Gorgeous Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, 
mt yer shows you . FREE full” details. 
AND, 4622 Wilshire, Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


ble—fascinating 
“NO GREENHOUSE, 
Successfu’ 


l home 
FLOWER- 


ORCHIDS, Cymbidiums, plants, seedlings and back- 
bulbs; Other areaee. Tropical Plants, Free Catalog. 
FERN HAWAIIAN Ba ERY, 1551 Avalon Bivd., 
Wilmington, Californi: 


sene $1.00 Ay fATALee 25 photogra 


Orchids. 
unt $2.00 7% 00 ord ¢ 
x y7 Box 737. L order. M SORES O ORCHIDS, 











LEARN TO GROW ORCHIDS from one of America’s 
leading Orchidologists. His 4th Edition on Orchids is 
guaranteed the best for beginners or double your money 
back! Special offer: 12 young novelty Orchid plants to 
bloom within 6 months, plus his book, all $5.00 postpaid. 
Booklet alone 50¢. SAMUEL PRESNER, Box 4550-Fv, 

Coral Gables, Florida 





CYMBIDIUM — CYPRIPEDIUM ORCHIDS. Send for 
catalog and combination offer. HACIENDA DE BELLONA, 
11720 Killian, El Monte, California 


WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T GROW ceomaer $1.00 buys 
illustrated folder featuring ‘“Black Orchid’ on cover; 22 
articles on all phases Orchid care. Sowing seed to making 
corsages; dividing, repotting plants to propagating back 
bulbs, Easy to understand. No technical double-talk. Your 
Orchid folder expands to make room for more articles and 
listings sent periodically. DANIEL RYERSON — Florida 
Grown Orchids, Box 803, Homestead, Florida 








VANDA SLIPS, $2.90 dozen. 
dozen. Dried Woodroses, $1.75 dozen. oodrose seeds 
$1.00 two dozen. Bird Paradise seeds $1.00 dozen. Direc- 


tions, postage free. HAWAIIAN GARDENS, Box 297-F 
Honolulu 


Epidendrum plants, $12 





50 DIFFERENT BEST ORCHIDS $55.00, 25 different 
best orchids $32.00. Free by Air. Price list free 
GEEREY’S FARM, Siliguri Road. Kalimpong. India 





Lilies 





AGAPANTHUS ~- $10.00; EUCHARIS - $12.00; Achi- 
menes - $2.00; Blood Lily - $25.00; Gloriosa Rothschild- 
jana - $1200; Zepher Lilies 4 kinds - $3.00; per 100 
each. p size bulbs. Posted Free. TWIN BROS., Box 
10006, Calcutta 25, India 








Lily Seed 





ACT NOW!! Highest quality at amazing prices. Get our 
cataleg and prove it ry yourself, ALLOWAY GLADIOLUS 
GARDENS, R. D. No. 1, Lyons, New York. 


JANUARY 1956 


69 SPECIES—Hybrids. Garden, Greenhouse. Yews, 
Azaleas, Holly, Tree seeds etc. Complete catalogue 10¢. 
RANSOM SEEDS, San Gabriel, California 


NEXT MONTH: HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO ROSES 


CYPRIPEDIUM ORCHIDS IN BUD: 
see i oe home fon for corsages. 

75 gsher quality, 3 plants $20.25. CYMBIDIUM 
ORCHIDS IN BUD, 3 plants $19.50. Better quality, 3 
plants $35.00 Cultural directions attached. Plants shipped 
Railway Express, collect. Free catalog or seedling catalog 
SHERMAN ORCHID GARDENS, Dept. 
Grand Avenue at Gladstone, Glendora, California 


the best orchids 
SPECIAL: 3 plants 


on request 
F-115, 








Pansy Plants 





PANSY PLANTS—Super Swiss Giants, mixed colors, 
hardy field grown, ready for puumpemnate transplanting 
C.0.D."s. 50—$2. 100—$3.00, 500 

00. RAGSD. Aie's PANSY GARDEN, 


$20. 
1316 W. 5th Tyler, Texas 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 








Poinsettias 





POINSETTIAS — How are they grown? What is the 
difference between the familiar little Christmas plant and 
our Giant Double with flower bracts to 8 inches across and 
stems to 4 feet long? Write today for surprising informa- 
tion. SABIN K. ELDER. R. 2, San Benito, Texas. 








Primroses 





FOR THE SWEETEST OF SPRINGS—Primroses from 
Barnhaven. Those world-famous, original silver-dollar 
Primroses, at least dollar size, northern grown for 
hardiness in every shade and tint in Pinks, Victorians, 
Grand Canyons, Desert Sunsets, Indian Reds, Spice, 
Winter Whites and Harvest Yellows. Barnhaven Prim- 
roses in your shadier garden spots satisfy the desire 
for flowers in late winter and early spring. Superbly 
grown plants and transplants, fall and spring delivery, 
depending upon locality. Easily germinated, hand pol- 
linated seed for late fall and winter sowing. Write 
for Barnhaven’s charmingly different catalog (free) 
illustrating these and many other Primroses for your 
shadier garden spots. BARNHAVEN, Gresham, Ore- 





RAYNER’S Famous Strawberry Plants, Virus-Free. Foun- 
dation stock supplied by S. Dept. of Agriculture. For 
the reproduction of Better Strawberry Plants for the 
American Farmer and Gardener. Rayner’s New Catalog 
gives all information. Best planting and culture methods. 
Easy to grow, large. delicious fruits. Send for copy today. 
RAYNER BROTHERS, Salisbury 7, Maryland. 





Strawberry Plants 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS—Superb ne new westetion - Dixie- 
land, Pocahontas, Albritton, Armore, Empire, Tennessee, 
Beauty. Best standard kinds - Premier, Catskill, Sparkle, 
Blakemore, Robinson, Fairfax. Wonderfully ar 
lants. Berry Book Free. Write to W. F. ALLEN COM- 
"ANY, 12 Pine Street, Salisbury, Maryland 





STRAWBERRY PLANTS—Allen’s 1956 Berry Book tells 
best varieties for peas and market, and how to grow them. 
Free Copy. Writ . F. ALLEN COMPANY, 12 Pine 
Street, Baiisbury.. Maryland 








Strelitzia Reginae 








Prize Awards 


PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. wine for samples 
and prices to a HORNER PRESS, O. Box 85, 
Rutledge, Del. , Pennsylvania 








Rhododendron 





PERKIE PLANTS GROW. 8S THEY GO... TO 
YOU! PERKIE HYBRID KiiODODENDRON. Camellia, 
Sasanqua, or Royal Azalea 2 year, % doz. $3.75; doz $6.45 
ped. Add 50¢ for aK Rr agg entertaining 
Perkie Plant handbook, 25¢ ree with order. Perkie 
Plant Folder Free. IVY HILL FORE ST, Dept. FG 1, 
Cockeysville, Maryland 








EXOTIC BIRD OF PARADISE SEED $1.00 Pkt. Com- 
plete growing instructions, ALEXANDER SIM, Floris 
Hts. Rd.. Malibu, California 








Tomato Plants 





TOMATO, ONION, CABBAGE PLANTS. Also Pepper, 
Lettuce, Brocolli, Eggplant, Cauliflower, Sweet Potato. 
Write for FREE CATALOG with Bargain Offers. PIED- 
MONT PLANT CO., Dept. 209C, Albany, Georgia 








Trees & Shrubs 


TREES & SHRUBS. Raise from seed for shade, windbreak, 
etc. FREE planting guide, price list. WOODLOT SEED 
CO., Norway 15, Michigan 





Rose Bushes 








Vegetable Plants 








ROSEBUSHES, GUARANTEED TO LIVE AND 
BLOOM! 2 year old top grade. Best of all the old 
fashioned, patented and standard varieties. Write for 
our FREE full color rose folder and price list, today! 
— NURSERIES, Dept. FG, Box 839, Tyler, 
exas 


ROSE BUSHES — Best varieties. Guaranteed quality. 
From grower to you. Write for FREE Colorful C ATALOG 
and Hints on Care and Culture of Roses. MeCLUNG 
BROS. ROSE NURSERY, Route 5, Box 275-H, Tyler, 
Texas. 

GORGEOUS ARP ROSES — Arp-grown in our own fields. 
1956 All-America Winner and 130 popular varieties, old 
and new. Healthy, husky 2 year budded bushes, guaranteed 
to grow. Free colorful catalog. ARP ROSES, INC., Box 
3338-R, Tyler, Texas. 








Sparrow Traps 





DON’T FEED S SPARROWS! Catch thousands with orig- 
inal Vail Sparrow Traps. Big cash savings guaranteed. 
Free particulars. Rush! FARM SERVICE COMPANY. 
Box 7921, Chicago 13, Illinois 








Sphagnum Moss 





SPHAGNUM MOSS, ground (shredded) for seed, cutting 
and plant propagation. Valuable publication on uses 
included. Peck $1.65, half bushel $2.50, bushel $3.75 
postpaid. THOMAS GARLAND, Pen Argyl, Pa 








Strawberries 





STRAWBERRIES—Plant Superfection for berries this 
year. New methods with everbearers give outstanding 
results. Allen’s 1956 Berry Book describes best varieties 
- best methods. Free Copy. Write today W. F. ALLEN 
COMPANY, 12 Pine Street, Salisbury, Maryland 
STRAWBERRIES are ideal family —s 1, projects. 

tenth acre yields 650-900 quarts. Allen’ 6 Berry Book 
tells best varieties and How to Gro ‘Them Free Copy. 
Write W. F. ALLEN COMPANY, 12 Pine Street, 
Salisbury, Maryland 
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TOMATO, ONION, CABBAGE PLANTS. Also Pepper, 
Lettuce, Broccoli, Eggplant, Cauliflower, Sweet Potato. 
Write for FREE CATALOG with BARGAIN OFFERS. 
PIEDMONT PLANT CO., Dept. 209A, Albany, Georgia 








Wildflowers 


NATIVE WILDFLOWERS: Rhododendrons, azaleas, 
evergreens, shrubs, trees, perennials, orchids, ferns, vines. 
Free catalog. THREE LAURELS, Marshall, N 








I resolve... 


... to get more garden- 
ing pleasure all year 
long, with FLOWER 
GROWER, America’s 
favorite home garden- 
er’s magazine. It costs 
so little! 

{~~~ MAIL THE COUPON TODAY’ 


Yes, send me FLOWER GROWER for 
1 yr. $3.50 (); 2 yrs. (only $6.) (1. 


I enclose $ 





name 





address 





town state 


FLOWER GROWER @ Albany 1, N. Y. 


NEXT MONTH: HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO ROSES 





Discover Four Seasons 


[FROM PaGeE 45] Geraniums, Heliotrope 
and such plants were set out after all 
danger of frost was past. The great re- 
vival of gardening that we have been 
witnessing since the beginning of this 
century has brought a keener apprecia- 
tion of the value of hardy flowers that 
provide a succession of bloom. In spite 
of this, however, we have not gone far 
enough and are still missing many of the 
glorious plants with which Nature 
awakens the spring. 

With the coming of summer, our gar- 
dens become less gay, and the warm 
weather brings us rather a different point 
of view. The herbaceous border should 
be at its height in mid-June in the 
milder sections, and in July as we go 
farther north. To keep such borders 
full of bloom during the hottest parts 
of July and August is one of the most 
difficult problems in the states south of 
Maine, Michigan and Minnesota. Most 
gardeners have found it practical, at 
this season, to supplement the hardy 
plants with annuals, to tide them over 
and to keep the garden bright until 
autumn brings its hardy Asters, its 
Dahlias and finally its Chrysanthe- 
mums... . 

The glory of autumn in the garden 
also is something which has not been 
sufficiently stressed. At this season we 
have, throughout the northern and tem- 
perate part of this country, the most 
gorgeous foliage to be found anywhere 
in the world. The brilliance of the forest 
cannot, of course, be equalled in the 
small garden, but we can select some 
trees or shrubs which will give vivid 
color during September, October and 
November, or later. In all but the more 
northern sections, many types of hardy 
Chrysanthemums will bloom in late 
September and early October, often last- 
ing well into November. Even in the 
coldest climates a little care in covering 
them at night, or building around them 
frames of cloth or glass, will bring its 
reward. 

As the four seasons differ in the kind 
of beauty they present, they differ also in 
the type of work upon which the faithful 
gardener should concentrate. The win- 
ter months should be utilized for the 
pruning of trees and shrubs, but in any 
pruning of flowering plants, one should 
have a knowledge which will prevent 
him from cutting branches destined to 
bloom. In general, most of the shrubs 
flowering before June or July do so on 
old wood, and should not be pruned in 
winter months. 

This season is pre-eminently the time 
for planning, for deciding which plants 
need to be moved in spring, and for the 
selection of new stock and seeds. This 
is the time for so-called armchair gar- 
dening, although it is much better when 
practiced, not in an armchair, but in a 


FLOWER GROWER 





FREE ADVANCE COPY SPRING CATALOG 


illustrated pages of unusual and hard -to-find 

peed lies, equipment and accessories for African 
Violets, Gloxinias, Geraniums, Azaleas, all green- 
house and indoor | yy “ee from potting 
mixes and plant foods to large aluminum plant 
stands and fluorescent lighted plant carts. Largest 
selection any catalog specializing in supplies for 
aoa plants and greenhouse. Send now for your 
ree 

THE House PLANT CORNER, Box 862, Oxford, Maryland 


Become a ‘seein Specialist 
Increase your earning power. 
Train for a new career. Thor- 
ough, easy-to-follow home-study 
method teaches you modern 
trends in landscape and garden 
design, horticulture, drafting, 
ete. 45 illustrated lessons. Suc- 
cessful graduates throughout the 
* ‘ world. 40th year. Catalog 
Charter member, National Home Study Council 
AMERICAN LANDSCAPE SCHOOL 
Dept. 116, 4508 Franklin Ave., Des Moines 10, lowa 


Print YourOwn 


Cards, ur’ Advertising, 
ls,circulars,church work, tags, 
titles, etc. Raised printing like en- 
_ graving, too. Save money. Print 
for Others. Good Profit. a 
_ home print shop.Sold direct from 
factory only. Easy rules sent. Pays 
for itself in short time. We supply 
everything. Write for free cata- 
log of outfits and all a 
PRESSES, N-70, 








For a Better Garden! 


ATLAS FISH EMULSION 4 
100% Organic Fertilizer 
Gives Vigorous Growth + Feed os you woter 
Non-Burning - Deodorized « Inexpensive 


$] Pint postpaid , Dept. C. 
or at your Garden Supply Store 








America’s Finest 


African Violets 


Write today for free descriptive catalogue 


ischer greenhouses 


DEPT. FG NWOOD, NEW JERSEY 














° 
. 











BRAND PEONY FARMS 
134 East Division, Fairbault, Minnesota 
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stiffer chair at a large table on which is 
spread a plan of the garden. 

The busiest time of the garden year is 
probably the month of April, and early 
May. No mattér how small the garden 
may be, or how much help is available, 
the days at this season néver seem long 
enough to get the work done. The wise 
gardener, therefore, will endeaver so to 
plan the year’s work that only those 
duties which cannot be done at any 
other season are undertaken in April. 
It is surprising how many operations 
commonly performed in the spring can 
be transferred to other months. 


Except in the coldest climates, for 
instance in Maine and Minnesota, much 
transplanting of herbaceous material, 
evergreens, deciduous trees and shrubs 
can be done in August, September and 
October. It is in April that the garden 
must be put in order for its spring 
blooming. This accomplished, the work 
of the months following resolves itself 
more into cultivating and weeding than 
in performing major operations. 

By late August or September, how- 
ever, we come to another very busy 
season, though one which is not hurried 
because it is so much longer; and it is 
my preference at this time to do as much 
planting as possible. Like garden enjoy- 
ment, garden tasks should proceed from 
month to month, and not be too much 
concentrated on one busy time .. .® 


Four-Star Dahlia 


@ Groucho Marx, the dahlia variety pic- 
tured above, is a four-star winner in the 
1956 FLOWER GROWER Dahlia Honor Roll. 
It receives this distinction because all four 
Honor Roil judges scored it 85 points or 
better, according to standards established 
by the American Dahlia Society. Groucho 
Marx is white, and a big fellow—in the 
“A” size group—measuring 11 inches 
across. The variety has already won many 
prizes and awards, and is sure to win more. 
For the full story on all Dahlia Honor Roll 
winners, see the four regional reports start- 
ing on page 73. In all, 46 new varieties 
made the Honor Roll—you will certainly 
find some to fit into your garden. 
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PERMA-NEST 
ALL-PURPOSE Piant Trays 
No Rot © No Rust © Permanent Color 


Medium Grey or Light Green Polystyrene 


WHATEVER THEY anew. your friends ona relatives 

will love Perma-Nes' ac es “the 

Eetesi Fdardor the gar. Pure NY cit ed. by U's Se Sols’ 
ens, Wellesley, y c Schools 

Harvard, etc. and many outstandin ‘See. 

FOR HOME HOBBYIST ialist 

Perfect, for starting sand _disple ng African Violets, 

Gl Tub. etc. Ideal for fluorescent 

growers. 

YEAR "ROUND ENJOYMENT. Attractive indoor 
. functional style. W 








Value packed fac 
never rot, rust, 3: Ah 


“4. 10 
Combination offer: 1 ook = size §3°35" 25 postage paid, 


GROWERS SUPPLY CO. 


. BOX 2211 ANN ARBOR, MICH. 


‘areas LI LAC 


all su 
egeees t in FREE 
catalog of fruits, shrubs, roses. Write 


Ackerman Nursery, 195 take $1, Grldgman, tide, 














MAGIC 


=~ 
ere gg rms Also S. Ever- 
ne, Shade & Fruit Trees. 
“GUARANTEED QUALITY. Write 
for FREE COLORED CATALOG, 


EMLONG'’S 80x 10 
STEVENSVILLE, MICHIGAN 








e Free Catalogue — Hardy Plants « 


Delphinium Giants, Gailardia, Rare Rock Gar- 
den plants, Arenaria Verna, Wild Flowers, 
Herbs etc. Nice plants dug and shipped same 
day. Complete List. 


N.A. HALLAUER R.3 WEBSTER, N.Y. 














MIMOSA TREE 


FABULOUS TREE SLEEPS AT NIGHT 


A relative of the sensitive plant that has almost 


human feeling. Fern-like foliage and fragrant 
pink blossoms. Fully described in ‘Hanley’s big 1956 
catalog of guaranteed nursery stock. Send for 
your FREE copy today. 


HANLEY’S NURSERY, Box 2, Carbondale, Illinois 
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THOMAS D. CHURCH presents Part Ill 


in a series of excerpts from his new book, 





“Gardens Are For People,” and shows how to . 


Get full value from your view 














PHOTOGRAPHS AND QUOTATIONS FROM ““CARDENS 
ARE FOR rrome” SY THOMAS D. CHURCH. 
CoprmicntT 1955 BY REINHOLD PUBLISHING CoRPO- 
RATION, NEW YORK, N. ¥., AND USED WITH 
THEIR PERMISSION. 



































® Distant views of mountains and water, intimate views ans sueienes Saat Se wae = cone: ee Se Se 
of hills and woods, views over cities at night, all ARE FOR PrOPLE” WERE TAKEN BY MAYNAAD L. PARKER AND THE AUTHOR. 
have endless fascination for people, and to get 

them they will search for penthouses and hilltops, 

install elevators, move mountains, clear forests— 


and build decks. 


® You may apply the theory of visual appropriation of 
property not your own if you live next to a park, 
golf-course, orchard, or meadow. Skip the first 
impulse to enclose yourself with screen planting 
and high walls. Instead, look out at the neighboring 
property. Someone else is maintaining it and 

paying the taxes; you’re enjoying it. 


® Put as few obstacles and diverting lines as possible 
between you and your view if you want it to retain 
all its drama. The eye is fickle and easily distracted. 
A curved line against a view presents the least irritation. 


© If your lawn can roll so that it foreshortens against 
the view and the surrounding landscape, you'll have 
the most for your money. By carrying the line of 
mowed grass over the slope, the eye does not see 
where the lawn meets the natural ground. 





DISCOVER the thrill 
of plant collecting 


[FROM PaGE 63] on Long Island is 
understandable, and few persons who 
see them can resist the temptation to try 
them in their own garden. Some of his 
plants are six years old and have stood 
temperatures as low as zero without 
winter protection. According to Dr. 
Gurin, the only trick in growing them 
in the North is to select a location for 
them where they will not be exposed to 
full winter sun and wind. His plants are 
healthy and vigorous and his varieties of 
Sasanqua bloom during November and 
December, followed by the japonicas in 
bloom during February or March. 
When pressed as to which of the two 
are the most hardy, he equivocates, 
“Japonica is as hardy as Sasanqua and 
as tender.” 

Dr. Gurin is not a professional joiner 
but he does belong to an incredible num- 
ber of plant societies. Among others, he 
is a member of the American peony, 
dahlia, rhododendron, and camellia so- 
cieties, the Royal Horticultural Society 
and the Horticultural Society of New 
York. Rarely does he find time to attend 
a meeting, but he reads the literature 
which his membership in each society 
entitles him to receive. When his in- 
terest is aroused he is not content with 
the popular works about a_ subject 
and seeks original sources for informa- 
tion. Such was his interest in the peony 
that it led to a long and interesting 
correspondence with F. C. Stern, who is 
noted for his Study of the Genus 
Paeonia. 

Unique in a plant co!lector is a desire 
to have an attractive landscape, and 
while many of Dr. Gurin’s treasures 
must be lined in rows to conserve space, 
he succeeds in maintaining a good- 
looking property. Many of his tree 
peonies are planted in drifts in front of 
the house and are interplanted with 
spring-flowering bulbs. An amazing 
variety of material is blended to form a 
colorful perimeter around an oval lawn 
that forms an extension of a comfortable 
flagstone terrace in the private garden 
behind his house. 

When lack of space demanded, he 
converted the parking area in front of 
his garage (orangerie) into a garden so 
that he could increase his collection. 
Soil was placed over the existing gravel 
in raised beds arranged in a formal pat- 
tern that contrasts nicely with the gen- 
eral informality of the other plantings. 
The gravel base of the beds provides 
drainage, and hybrid tea roses flourish. 
Water-lilies grow in a tub sunk into the 
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ground, and a four-tiered circular bed 
of strawberries forms an accent between 
the doors that lead into the orangerie. 

In addition to the already-mentioned 
water-lilies, roses and strawberries, the 
area in front of the garage contains, 
among other things, day-lilies, iris, 
peonies, chrysanthemums, dahlias, tu- 
berous begonias, and canna-lilies.-: The 
cannas are a new low-growing strain in- 
troduced by Wayside Gardens, and Dr. 
Gurin feels that they should be grown 
more frequently in modern perennial 
borders. The size of the plants and the 
form and color of the flowers are 
perfect. 

Dr. Gurin scouts catalogs and tries as 
many of the new offerings as he possi- 
bly can squeeze into his space. He also 
imports from Europe and Japan many 
of the things he reads about but cannot 
find domestically. In fact, his collection 
of rhododendrons has been built largely 
through the aid of foreign sources. 
Outstanding in this collection are the hor- 
ticultural varieties IMPEANUM, NAOMI- 
LopDERI, YAKUSIMATA and the species, 
R. Williamsianum. 

The Christmas-rose (Helleborus niger) 
has been grown in the Gurin collection 
for many years. First attempts at its 
culture were not successful, but Dr. 
Gurin is a persistent gardener and finally 
established it. He moved on then to 
growing the Lenten-rose (Helleborus 
orientalis), which he says transplants 
easily, and the lesser known Helleborus 
corsicus. These he classes in his “win- 
ter-flowering” garden along with his 
camellias and wintersweet (Chimonan- 
thus praecox) which flowers in Decem- 
ber. There are Chinese witch-hazels and 
Jasminum nudiflorum for March flower- 


Mahonia Bealei’s flowers, in long racemes, 
are fragrant. Plant is winter hardy. 
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Skimmia japonica proves hardy in the 
Gurin collection. It is native to Japan. 


ing, and Viburnum fragrans and Daphne 
mezereum for winter color and fra- 
grance. 

Not satisfied with this list, Dr. Gurin 
added Abeliophyllum distichum, which 
is rare to see so far north, Stachyurus 
praecox and Adonis amurensis. Tiny 
Cyclamen neapolitanum, nestled as it is 
under the sheltering cover of some 
rhododendrons and birch, blooms in 
late autumn or early in spring. Then 
Iris reticulata, crocus, narcissus and 
tulips bring the winter garden to its 
finale. 

The Gurin collection also contains 
English holly, both the species and 
hybrids, several species of broom (cy- 
tisus), some Asiatic and native mag- 
nolias and hardy cacti which Dr, Gurin 
had sent to him from North Dakota. 
The only annual in the collection is 
portulaca which seeds itself each year 
as a bright ground cover in areas left 
bare in summer by drifts of spring- 
flowering bulbs. 

Maintenance in the Gurin garden is 
amazingly simple now that it is estab- 
lished. A gardener comes once a week 
for lawa cutting and weeding. In the 
early days, he and the doctor disagreed 
on planting and pruning methods, but 
now rarely a harsh wofd is spoken. 
In the interest of the collection, each 
has come to respect the other’s opinion. 

It is impossible to know everything in 
Dr. Gurin’s garden. The rare and not- 
so-rare grow side by side. Large shrubs 
and trees, like a forest canopy, shelter 
more delicate specimens on the garden 
floor. Weeds have little chance for sur- 
vival and when plants begin to compete 
for light, moisture and nutrients, Dr. 
Gurin does a generous thing. Out go 
those plants which he considers second- 
raters, either for performance or beauty, 
and good but crowding subjects are 
lifted and shuttled over town to gardens 
of friends. In the spirit of great plant 
explorers and collectors, Dr. Gurin’s 
horticultural interest does not end with 
his own place—he tries to introduce 
others to this fascinating hobby.® 
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No Matter What Type of Rose You Prefer — You'll Find These Four 


NEW z*rxms PRIZED ROSES 


ARE THE GREATEST OF THEIR CLASS! 
* EXTRA LARGE BLOOMS * LONGER STEMMED * EXTREMELY HARDY 


Like Hybrid Teas? — Then Plant 
GOLDEN MASTERPIECE 


The World’s Largest Yellow 
Rose —Blooms 72” Across! 


Here it is! — the biggest... fullest ...most exquisite Rose you 
ever saw — bathed in a shimmering, shining coat of golden 
yellow! Yes, here’s Golden Masterpiece — the world’s biggest 
yellow rose — the ultimate achievement of years of hybridizing! 
For sheer size, this amazing “million-dollar rose”’ is in a 
class by itself ...and for sheer beauty it is second to none! 
The buds are golden gems in themselves. ..streamlined, 2” 
long, sometimes lightly edged with red. Upon 
opening, they reveal a deeper yellow inside 
and finally you have the golden mam- 
moth blooms. What’s more, the color 
never fades — and there’s an Old Rose 
fragrance, too. It’s guaranteed to live 
and bloom in your garden this June 
order now! (PI. Pat. 1284) 
$2.75 ea; 3 for $7.20; 12 for $28.80 


i  ) 
Like Climbers? de = tea i : 
Plant ry these Two— 


GLADIATOR SPARTAN 


Extra-Large 5” Blooms J&P’s amazing Wonder 
P Floribunda! Gorgeous 


burnt-orange buds open into 
extra-large high - centered 
Hybrid-Tea-shape blooms, 
with 35 to 40 petals each. 
And the color is sensational! 

a deep Orange-Red! 
Blooms as big as Hybrid 


Blooms and reblooms all sea- 
son! And what blooms! — bril 
liant rose-red in color...a 
subtle blend of the brightest 
scarlet and the softest red. 
Huge blooms, too — 5” across 
—as big as the finest Hybrid 
Teas. Plant grows 8 to 10 ft. Teas — yet produced by the 
high — has ages (PL P-RR:) hundreds on a single bush. 
resistant ep. : P.R.R.) (Pl. Pat. 1357) 
3f $7:20; 12 12 te $28.80 $2.75 each; 
- or 3 for $7.20; 12 for $28.80 
fee eee see eee eee eee eee eG 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
658 Rose Lane, Newark, NEW YORK 


GOLDEN FLEECE yay 


Winner of the Baga- 
telle Gold Medal, 
Paris, France. The 
lively buds are a 
tawny gold color 

slowly opening to a 
light shade of warm 
gold finally a daz 


I zling canary color! 


Please send me, at the proper planting time for my locality, 
the number and varieties of plants I have indicated below. 
Include, FREE with my order, your helpful “Home Garden 
Guide.” I enclose $ 3 .....in full payment. 


.GOLDEN MASTERPIECE ($2.75 ea; 3 for $7.20; 12 for $28.80) 
GLADIATOR ($2.75 ea; 3 for $7.20; 12 for $28.80) 

- SPARTAN ($2.75 ea; 3 for $7.20; 12 for $28.80) 

. GOLDEN FLEECE ($2.50 ea; 3 for $6.60; 12 for $26.40) 


Large flowered—the 
blooms are 4 to 4/2” 
across . . in 
clusters with 
as many as 20 
blooms. 
(PL.P.R.R.) 
$2.50 each; 
3 for $6.60; 
12 for $26.40 


Rs i 5. ccdte ht skes ccccesvs 
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. all You May Find It in 
Your Own Garden! 


For years David Burpee has collected Mari- 

» gold Seeds from all over the world. With them 
Burpee’s Floradale Farms have created hun- 
dreds of new kinds from deep red to palest yel- 
low, and the Nearest-to-White. 

This Nearest-to-White Marigold mixture 
may produce a pure white marigold—it might 
happen in your own garden. Join the marigold 
treasure hunt! 


Burpee’s New ““NEAREST-TO-WHITE’ 
MARIGOLD SEEDS 
Give You the Best Chance 

All easy to grow—you’ll have a gorgeous 
garden, exquisite bouquets all season long. 
Airy soft shades, excellent harmonizers in the 
garden, gracious in arrangements indoors. 
You'll enjoy their bounty of lovely large flow- 
ers—some like carnations, some like chrysan- 
themums. Now doubly fascinating because of 
the chance for a white one! 

Page | in the 1956 Burpee Seed Catalog (ask for it on 


coupon below) tells what to look for, just how to earn the 
$10,000 we'll gladly pay. 


Pkt. (100 seeds) 25c * 1/16 oz. $1.00 
Don’t Wait—Order Today! 
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Catalog 


3,000,000 homes, \ 
a better garden. 142 pages, over 500 pic- 


In it’s the guide to 


BURPEE SEEDS GROW tures. In natural color, see famous 
Burpee Hybrids, other world-renowned 
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WW. Atlee Burpee Co. { Philadelphia 32, Pa. § 


500 Burpee Building < Clinton, lowa 
Riverside, California § 
Send postpaid the Burpee Seeds ordered below: 

Burpee’s New Nearest-to-White Marigolds 1364 i 
Packet 1/16 oz. fy 
(100 seeds) 25¢ for $1.00 
SPECIAL—7 New and Better Burpee Flowers 4808 & 
Greatest Seed Offer Ever Made by Burpee 1 

Cy Packets, 1 of each, $1.75 Value for only $1.00 


Enclosed 
$ 


og’ Bur ee" s 1956 Seed Catalog with details about 
the $ White Marigold offer and 80th Anni- 
ane Git, FREE and postpaid. 


I Philade 
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creations found only in Burpee Seeds. 

All about the best seeds that grow— 
unsurpassed flowers and vegetables to 
make your home the pride of the neigh- 
borhood, cut food costs, have more de- 
licious meals. Money-saving specials on 
almost every page. 

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY GIFT 

Everyone who answers this ad will receive 
FREE the same 25¢-Pkt. of our new Ruffled Red 
Marigold seeds we are mailing to all Burpee 
Customers with their catalogs 
Soon these valuable 80th Anniversary 
Burpee Seed Catalogs will be gone. Be 
sure of yours, ask for it right away! 


W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 500 Burpee Bldg. 
Iphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 





